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GUIDELINES FOR THE USE OF THE ANNUAL NATIONAL ASSESSMENT (ANA) EXEMPLARS
1. General overview
The Annual National Assessment (ANA) is a summative assessment of the knowledge and skills that
learners are expected to have developed by the end of each of the Grades 1 to 6 and 9. To support
their school-based assessments and also ensure that learners gain the necessary confidence to
participate with success in external assessments, panels of educators and subject specialists
developed exemplar test questions that teachers can use in their Language and Mathematics lessons.
The exemplar test questions were developed from curriculum work that covers Terms 1, 2 and 3 of the
school year and a complete ANA model test for each grade has been provided. The exemplars, which
include the ANA model test, supplement the school-based assessments that learners must undergo on
a continuous basis and do not replace them.
2. Links with other learning and teaching resource materials
For the necessary integration, some of the exemplar texts and questions have been deliberately linked
to the grade-relevant workbooks. The exemplars have also been aligned with the requirements of the
National Curriculum Statement Grades R to 12 (NCS), the provisions of the Curriculum and
Assessment Policy Statements (CAPS) for the relevant grades and the National Protocol for
Assessment. Together these documents, plus any others that a school may provide, make up a rich
resource base to help teachers in planning lessons and conducting formal assessment (assessment of
learning).
3. How to use the exemplars
While the exemplars for a grade and a subject have been compiled into one comprehensive set, the
teacher does not have to give the whole set to the learners to respond to in one sitting. The teacher
should select exemplar questions that are relevant to the planned lesson at any given time. Carefully
selected individual exemplar test questions, or a manageable group of questions, can be used at
different stages of the teaching and learning process as follows:
3.1

At the beginning of a lesson as a diagnostic test to identify learner strengths and weaknesses.
The diagnosis must lead to prompt feedback to learners and the development of appropriate
lessons that address the identified weaknesses and consolidate the strengths. The diagnostic
test could be given as homework to save time for instruction in class.

3.2

During the lesson as short formative tests to assess whether learners are developing the
intended knowledge and skills as the lesson progresses and ensure that no learner is left behind.

3.3

At the completion of a lesson or series of lessons as a summative test to assess if the learners
have gained adequate understanding and can apply the knowledge and skills acquired in the
completed lesson(s). Feedback to learners must then be given promptly while the teacher
decides on whether there are areas of the lesson(s) that need to be revisited to consolidate
particular knowledge and skills.

3.4

At all stages to expose learners to different techniques of assessing or questioning, e.g. how to
answer multiple-choice (MC) questions, open-ended (OE) or free-response (FR) questions,
short-answer questions, etc.
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While diagnostic and formative tests may be shorter in terms of the number of questions included, the
summative test will include relatively more questions up to a full test depending on the work that has
been covered at a particular point in time. The important thing is to ensure that learners eventually get
sufficient practice in responding to full tests of the type of the ANA model test.
4. Memoranda or answering guidelines
A typical example of the expected response (memorandum) has been given for each exemplar test
question and for the ANA model test. Teachers must bear in mind that the memoranda can in no way
be exhaustive. Memoranda can only provide broad principles of expected responses and teachers must
interrogate and reward acceptable options and variations of the acceptable response(s) given by
learners.
5. Curriculum coverage
It is extremely critical that the curriculum must be covered in full in every class. The exemplars for each
grade and subject do not represent the entire curriculum. They merely sample important knowledge
and skills and only for work that covers terms 1, 2 and 3 of the school year. The pacing of work to be
covered according to the school terms is specified in the relevant CAPS documents.
6. Conclusion
The goal of the Department is to improve the levels and quality of learner performance in the critical
foundational skills of literacy and numeracy. ANA is one instrument the Department uses to monitor
whether learner performance is improving, staying the same or declining. Districts and schools are
expected to support teachers and provide necessary resources to improve the effectiveness of teaching
and learning in the schools. By using the ANA exemplars as part of their teaching resources, teachers will
help learners become familiar with different styles and techniques of assessing. With proper use the
exemplars should help learners acquire appropriate knowledge and develop relevant skills to learn
effectively and perform better in subsequent ANA tests.
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Read the passage below, and answer the questions that follow.

There was once a rabbit that was always worrying. “Oh dear,” he muttered all day long, “oh
deary, deary me.” His greatest worry was that there might be an earthquake. “For if there
was,” he said to himself, “whatever would become of me?”
He was feeling particularly anxious about this one morning, when suddenly an enormous
fruit fell down from a nearby tree – CRASH - making the whole earth shake. “Earthquake!”
he cried racing across the fields to warn his cousins. “Earthquake! Run for your lives!”
All the rabbits ran away madly. They raced across the meadows, through the forests and up
into the hills. rabbit met an elephant and after hearing the bad news he followed the rabbits,
shaking the earth as he thundered after the rabbits.
“Earthquake! Run for your lives!” screamed rabbit to some giraffe that sped after the fleeing
animals.
“What’s happening?” asked lion. “Earthquake, earthquake!” babbled the breathless rabbit.
“An earthquake?” enquired the lion. “Who has seen it? Who has heard it? What has
happened?”
Neither the elephant, flapping it’s ears, nor the giraffe shaking it’s neck, answered.
“Ask him, ask him!” cried all the rabbits pointing to the first one. The lion turned his mighty
head towards the rabbit and waited.
“Please, sir,” said the rabbit shyly, “I was sitting quietly at home when there was a terrible
crash, the ground shook and I knew it must be an earthquake, sir. So I ran as fast as I could
toward all the others to save their lives.”
Lion asked rabbit to take him to the scene of the crash, but laughed loudly when he saw a
monkey in a coconut tree dropping enormous coconuts!
“What a silly rabbit I’ve been!”
“Never mind little brother; all of us sometimes fear things we cannot understand.
(Adapted from DoBE workbook)
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1.1

Circle the letter of the correct answer.
The passage is about a rabbit_______________
A
B
C
D

1.2

running from a lion.
warning about an earthquake.
fooling the other animals.
catching coconuts.

(1)

Provide a suitable title for the text.
___________________________________________________________

1.3

(1)

Fill in a word or phrase that completes the following sentence:
The short story is about ...
__________________________________________

1.4

Underline the correct option.
The rabbit was (fast/foolish/slow/calm).

1.5

(1)

Is the following statement True or False?
The rabbit was right about the earthquake. ____________________

2.1

(1)

(1)

Circle the correct option.
The rabbit warned the____________________
A

peacock.

B

lizard.

C

giraffe.

D

crocodile.

(1)
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2.2

Fill in a word to complete the sentence.
A_________________ fell from the tree.

2.3

Give ONE word from the text that means the same as “asked”.
_________________________________

2.4

(1)

Underline the correct word:
The rabbit thought there was a (tornado/landslide/earthquake/drought).

2.5

(1)

(1)

Is the following statement True or False?
The rabbit was not the worrying kind_________________________

(1)

3.1

Did the animals believe the rabbit? Answer YES or NO ________________

(1)

3.2

Do you think there was an earthquake? Give a reason for your answer.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

3.3

(2)

Why do you think lion did not believe the rabbit? Give two reasons.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

3.4

(2)

Rabbits care for one another.
Do you agree or disagree with the statement? Give a reason for your answer.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
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(2)

3.5

How would you describe the rabbit’s character?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

4.1

(2)

Circle the option which is NOT correct.
The short story is written in formal language because it...

4.2

A

is not written in full sentences.

B

is written in full sentences.

C

has correct punctuation marks.

D

has correct spelling.

(1)

Would you have believed rabbit? Give a reason for your answer.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

4.3

(2)

What register is used by lion? Give a reason for your answer.
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

4.4

(2)

Underline the correct option.
The line, “Earthquake! Run for your lives!” is an example of (a question/ a
statement/an exclamation/an instruction).
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(1)

4.5

Would you tell this story to a friend? Give a reason for your answer.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

5.1

(1)

Rewrite the following sentence into direct speech:
Lion asked the rabbit to take him to the scene of the crash.
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

5.2

(4)

Rewrite the following sentence into indirect speech:
He said, “What a silly rabbit I’ve been.”
_________________________________

5.3

(2)

Rewrite this complex sentence into simple sentences:
“I was sitting quietly at home when there was a terrible crash, the ground
shook and I knew it must be an earthquake.”
5.3.1__________________________________________________________
5.3.2__________________________________________________________
5.3.3__________________________________________________________ (3)

5.4

Use the conjunction ‘because’ to form one sentence from the two below:
People listen to rumours.
People panic.
____________________________________________________________
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(2)

5.5

Use ‘neither ... nor’ to form a compound sentence from the two below:
The elephants did not check the facts.
The giraffe did not check the facts.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

(2)

Study the weather chart below and answer questions 6 and 7.

Max. temp.
Min. temp.
Wind
Wind direction
Rain chances
Rain in mm

6.1.

Monday
12-12-2012

Tuesday
13-12-2012

Wednesday
14-12-2012

Thursday
15-12-2012

Friday
16-12-2012

34 °C
18 °C
26 km/h

24 °C
15 °C
33 km/h

17 °C
12 °C
43 km/h

21 °C
12 °C
45 km/h

27 °C
10 °C
24 km/h

0%
0 mm

27%
0 mm

73%
2.6 mm

25%
0 mm

0%
0 mm

Which day of the week is likely to be the warmest?
______________________________

6.2

(1)

Is the following statement True or False? The minimum temperature on
Friday will be 11°C. ______________________________

6.3

Underline the word that best describes the weather on Wednesday.
The weather will be (sunny/rainy/snowy/cloudy).

6.4

(1)

(1)

Circle the correct option.
It is most likely to rain on (Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday).
8

(1)

6.5

Fill in the missing word.
Temperature is measured in degrees _____________________.

7.1

What do the arrows on the weather chart indicate?
_________________________________________

7.2

(1)

(1)

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement. Give a reason for
your answer.
Weather charts are important when planning what to wear.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

7.3

(2)

Are the pictures on the weather chart useful? Give a reason for your answer.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

7.4

(2)

Would you plan to go swimming on Wednesday? Motivate your answer.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

7.5

(2)

For which season of the year is this weather chart? Why do you say so?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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(2)

Read the following newspaper article and answer questions 8 to 11.

JAPAN HIT BY AN
EARTHQUAKE MEASURING 8, 9
11 March 2011
A massive earthquake has hit the
northeast of Japan causing a powerful
tsunami.
A huge 8,9 magnitude earthquake hit
Tokyo in Japan at 05:46 a.m. on Friday
morning, 11 March 2011. The huge
earthquake unleashed a powerful tsunami
that sent ships crashing into the shore and
carried cars through the streets of coastal
towns.
The earthquake has destroyed buildings
and roads and caused severe fires in the
surrounding area. It is expected that
thousands of people have lost their lives.
There have been aftershocks shaking the
area since the quake hit this morning.

This includes one tremor that was felt
in Beijing, almost 2 400 kilometres
away from the epicentre – the place on
the earth’s surface directly above an
earthquake. This is thought to be the
biggest earthquake that has ever hit
Japan.
Earthquakes are caused by
movements along “fault lines” below
the earth’s crust. Earthquakes are
sometimes called tremors, quakes and
shakers. Scientists call this seismic
activity.
We experience earthquakes as a
shaking of the earth or of a building.
Small earthquakes may not even be
noticed, but big ones can topple
buildings and cause huge cracks in the
earth’s surface.

.
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8.1

Circle the correct option.
In the text we get information about...

8.2

A

Beijing hit by an earthquake.

B

South Africa hit by an earthquake.

C

Manila hit by an earthquake.

D

Japan hit by an earthquake.

(1)

Is the following statement True or False?
The earthquake caused no damage _______________________.

8.3

(1)

Rewrite the following sentence in the active voice:
Japan was hit by an earthquake.
______________________________________________________

8.4

(1)

Rewrite the following sentence in the passive voice:
An earthquake hit Japan.
______________________________________________________

8.5

Why do you think the reporter uses passive voice?
______________________________________________________

9.1

(1)

(1)

Fill in the correct word:
Earthquakes are called _____________ activity, by scientists.
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(1)

9.2.

Circle the answer which is NOT correct:
The general public call earthquakes ...

9.3

A

shakers.

B

movers.

C

tremors.

D

quakes.

(1)

Why is the present perfect tense used in the first sentence?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

9.4

(1)

(1)

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Give a reason for
your answer.
Big earthquakes are not always felt by people living at the epicentre.
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

9.5

(2)

Underline the correct word to complete the sentence.
Earthquakes cause (plants to grow/rain to fall/cracks in the earth/eclipses
(1)
of the sun).

10.1

Write a sentence of your own to show the meaning of the word,
“tsunami”.
_________________________________________________________
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(1)

10.2

Provide ONE word for “the place on the earth’s surface, directly above an
earthquake”.
__________________________________

Provide an adjective from the text for “very big or huge”.

10.3

__________________________________

(1)

What does the abbreviation “a.m.” mean?

10.4

______________________________________________________

10.5

(1)

When did the earthquake occur?
________________________________________

(1)

Circle the correct option.

11.1

The earthquake that hit Japan was thought to be the...

11.2

(1)

A

biggest.

B

smallest.

C

longest.

D

shortest.

(1)

(1)

Summarise paragraph two in ONE sentence.
_________________________________________________________
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(1)

11.3.

11.4.

Give the degrees of comparison for the following words.

11.3.1

big

________________

__________________

11.3.2

beautiful ________________

11.3.3

good ______________

__________________

(2)

___________________

(2)

Give the opposite gender of the following word.
gander ____________________

11.5.

(2)

(1)

Do you Agree or Disagree with the statement.
The earthquake did not cause severe fires.
____________________________________________
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(1)

12.1

Write a dialogue of TEN (10) sentences between you and your friend who
wants to go out whilst there is severe lightning during a thunderstorm.

12.2

Write a diary entry of TEN sentences for two days in which you reflect on a
severe storm/natural disaster that you experienced.

12.3

(6)

(6)

Complete the dialogue of ten (10) sentences between you and your friend
who wants to go out whilst there is severe lightning during a thunderstorm.
Me: It is raining cats and dogs outside. Why do you want to go out?
Friend:

12.4

(6)

Complete a diary entry of ten sentences for two days in which you reflect
on a severe storm/ natural disaster that you experienced.
Monday, 13 December 2012

(6)
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13.1

Complete the passage below by filling in the missing words. You may
choose from the words below, but not all the words below may fit!
When; but; earthquake; or; of; and; to; for; in; on

The earth is made up of four major layers. There’s the inner core ______
the middle, the outer core around it, the mantle and the crust. We live on
top of the crust. The crust _______ the top of the mantle make a thin skin
around the earth. It seems_______ us like one big, solid thing,
_________ this skin is made up ______ many very big pieces, like a
jigsaw puzzle. A whole continent can sit on one piece, with the sea
around it. They move around and bump into each other. _________ the
pieces jerk together _____ drifts apart, it causes an earthquake.

13.2

Circle the correct word as used in the sentences.

13.2.1

13.2.2

13.3

(7)

Earthquakes are caused by movements (below/above) the
earth’s crust.

(1)

They move (beside/around) all the time, very, very slowly.

(1)

Underline the correct preposition in the following sentence.
These plates (is/are) called tectonic plates.
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(1)

13.4.

13.5

14.1

Change the following verbs into the past tense.

13.4.1.

shake ___________________

(1)

13.4.2.

lose __________________

(1)

13.4.3.

feel ____________________

(1)

Give the plural form of the following words:

13.5.1

sheep _____________________

(1)

13.5.2

scissors _____________________

(1)

13.5.3

thief ________________________

(1)

Rewrite the following sentences into the past perfect tense.
People left their homes.
14.1.1__________________________________________________________

(1)

The earthquake damaged homes.
14.1.2__________________________________________________________

14.2

(1)

Rewrite the following sentences into the present perfect tense.
The house blows away.
14.2.1__________________________________________________________

(1)

Nobody visits Japan.
14.2.2____________________________________________________________ (1)
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14.3

Rewrite the following sentences into the future perfect tense.
This is where they live.
14.3.1____________________________________________________________ (1)
They have an earthquake in Japan.
14.3.2____________________________________________________________ (1)

15.1

15.2

Complete the following idiomatic expressions:
15.1.1 Every cloud has _____________________________________.

(1)

15.1.2 It never rains but it ____________________.

(1)

Give the meaning of the following idiomatic expression:
To be under the weather means _____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

15.3

(1)

Circle the correct word as used in the idiomatic expressions:
15.3.1 Linda is a (beam/ray) of sunshine when she smiles.

(1)

15.3.2 Yesterday it rained cats and (cows/dogs).

(1)
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15.4

Use the following idiomatic expressions in sentences of your own to show their
meaning:
15.4.1 Ruffle someone’s feathers.
_______________________________________________________________

(1)

______________________________________________________________
15.4.2 Recipe for disaster.
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

16.1

(1)

Rewrite the following sentence adding the correct inverted commas.
The reporter asked, How did you deal with the fires?
____________________________________________________________

16.2

(1)

Rewrite the following sentence adding the correct commas.
“I threw a blanket water and sand on the fire” said the girl.
___________________________________________________________

16.3

(2)

What is the purpose of the apostrophe in the following:
16.3.1 Earth’s crust
_________________________________________________________

(1)

16.3.2 The Japanese can’t get fresh water.
_________________________________________________________
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(1)

16.4

Rewrite the following sentence adding the capital letters.
there was an earthquake in japan which was felt in beijing.
___________________________________________________________

16.5

(3)

Correct the following sentence on the line below by adding the correct
punctuation marks.
the reporter said ive never seen such devastation. have you seen worse
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

17.1

(8)

Circle the most suitable modal from the words provided to complete the
sentence:

17.2

17.1.1 Japan (might/have to) be hit by an earthquake.

(1)

17.1.2 They (will/do) prepare for future disasters.

(1)

Match the cause and effect clauses with each other by drawing lines from the
cause to the effect in the table below.
Small earthquakes may not even be noticed, but big ones can topple
buildings and cause huge cracks in the earth’s surface.
CAUSE
Japan was hit by an earthquake,

EFFECT
huge cracks appeared in the earth’s
surface

Tectonic plates

a tsunami

The earthquake led to

push against each other
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(3)

17.3

Complete the sentence by adding a suitable clause of your own:
If South Africa is hit by an earthquake, then _______________________
__________________________________________________________

17.4

(1)

Complete the following sentence by underlining the most appropriate modal.
When lightning strikes one (should/does) not stand under a tree.

(1)

Study the weather chart below. Use this data to answer questions 18 to 19.

Max. temp.
Min. temp.
Wind
Wind direction
Rain chances
Rain in mm

Monday
10-12-2012

Tuesday
11-12-2012

Wednesday
12-12-2012

Thursday
13-12-2012

Friday
14-12-2012

34 °C
18 °C
26 km/h

24 °C
15 °C
33 km/h

17 °C
12 °C
43 km/h

21 °C
12 °C
45 km/h

27 °C
10 °C
24 km/h

0%
0 mm

0%
0 mm

75%
26 mm

25%
5 mm

0%
0 mm
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18.1.

Draw a line graph on the template below indicating maximum temperatures
for the days of the week.
36
33
30
27
24
21
18
15
12
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

(5)

18.2

Draw a pie chart on the template below indicating the predicted rainfall for
Wednesday and Thursday.

(2)
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18.3

Draw a bar graph on the template below indicating maximum temperatures
for the days of the week.
36
33
30
27
24
21
18
15
12
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

23

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

(5)

18.4.

Draw a column graph on the template below indicating maximum
temperatures for the days of the week.
36
33
30
27
24
21
18
15
12
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

(5)
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18.5.

Draw a broken line graph on the template below indicating maximum
temperatures for the days of the week.
36
33
30
27
24
21
18
15
12
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

(5)

19.1.

What was the total number of rainy days? ____________

19.2

For which day(s) can rain be expected?

(1)

___________________________________________________________

(2)

19.3

What was the highest temperature recorded? __________

(1)

19.4

What was the lowest maximum temperature recorded? ___________
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(1)

19.5

20.1

What is the difference in temperature between the lowest and the highest
temperature? ______________

(1)

Write a formal letter of SIX(6) lines to the principal of your school asking
him/her to let you know of the procedures during an emergency at the
school.

(6)
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20.2.

Complete the address, salutation and ending of the formal letter to the
principal of your school asking him/ her to let you know of the procedures
during an emergency at the school.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
I am a Grade 6 learner at Happiness Primary. I recently read about an
earthquake in Japan. I wondered what we would do at our school if we have
an earthquake, tornado or another disaster.

Please help us by telling us and our teachers where we should go and what
we should do. I am worried that we might panic and do silly things.
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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(8)

20.3.

Complete the first paragraph of the formal letter to the principal of your school
asking him/ her to let you know of the procedures during an emergency at the
school.
5 Tenth Street
Rietondale
Pretoria
2000
6 September 2012

The Principal
Happiness Primary School
Pretoria
2000

Dear Sir

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Please help us by telling us and our teachers where we should go and what
we should do. I am worried that we might panic and do silly things.
Yours faithfully

Ferdi Matthys

(3)
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20.4

Complete the last paragraph of the formal letter to the principal of your
school asking him/her to let you know of the procedures during an
emergency at the school.
5 Tenth Street
Rietondale
Pretoria
2000
6 September 2012

The Principal
Happiness Primary School
Pretoria
2000

Dear Sir
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
I am a Grade 6 learner at Happiness Primary. I recently read about an
earthquake in Japan. I wondered what we would do at our school if we have
an earthquake, tornado or another disaster.
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Yours faithfully

(3)

Ferdi Matthys
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20.5.

Correct the errors in format of the formal letter below.

5 Tenth street
Rietondale
Pretoria

6th / 09/ 2012

The Principal
Happiness Primary School

2000

Dear
_______________________________
I am a Grade 6 learner at Happiness Primary. I recently read about an
earthquake in Japan. I wondered what we would do at our school if we have
an earthquake, tornado or another disaster.
Please help us by telling us and our teachers where we should go and what
we should do. I am worried that we might panic and do silly things.
Yours
Ferdi Matoti
(6)
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