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Mr D A Kganare (Cope) to ask the Minister of Basic Edueation:

Whether she has noted the World Economic Forum Global Competitiveness Beport with
regard (o {3} guality teaching aund (b) children’s access to primary schools; if so, what is her
position in this regard? NW419ZE

Response

() Yes, I have taken note of 2012-2013 Global Competitivepess Report of the World
Eeonomic Forum (WEF). Despite a refatively good overall competitivenass ranking (32
out of 144 countries), a few indicators reluted o government service delivery, in
particular education, put the country in a vary low position. Specifically, in terms of the
‘quaiity of primary education® South Africa is at position 132 out of 144. In terms of the
aet primary eorolment ratio we are at position 13, and in terms of quality of the
educational system’ we are at position 140.

However, it must be noted thet with regard to the educationa) quality indicators, it is
important 1o bear in mind that the WEF does not make use of any standardised testing
system in producing its report, Instead, it makes use of an expert opinion approach. In the
case of South Africa, six respondents, 21! from the business sector, are asked to rate the
quality of education along a seven-point scale from very good to very poor. One would
expect the South African respondents to rate the quality of South Africa’s schooting
pootly for a number of reasons. One is that in South Africa we have good data on our
educational quality refative to other countries. In particular, TIMSS 2062 placed South
Africa last, with respect to Grade § mathematics and physical science, smongst the 20
developing countries that participated {the other African countries participating were
Botswana, Egypt, Ghane and Morocco). However, there are around 150 developing
countries n the world, many of which have very peor information on the quality of their
edacation systerms. One suspects that experts in these countries would not rate their
educational quality 1o poorly as they simply do not have the required information. In
SACMEQ 2007, South Africa came ninth out of 15 countries in Grade & mathematics. It
is noteworthy that although Lesothe did considerably worse than South .Africa in
SACMEQ, its WEF ranking in the quality of primary schooling indicator is 120, against
132 for South Africa. This ilfustrates the problem with subjective data on a matter which
is relatively amendable to measurement.

Further, the World Bank reports now identify 201 countries in the world Clearly, the 144
in the WEF report only covers three-quarters of this total,
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With regard to the primary enrclment ratio, it ts important 1o note that UNESCC's enrolment
ratios (the data source for the WEF) are widely regarded as probiematic and often nor
amenzbie to useful internationai comparisons due 1o the fact thar UNESCO calulates its
ratios using official enrolment totais and official population totals, in other wordy
iformation from very different data sources, In many developing countrios thers are strange
distrepancies between fhe two sets of data. The problem for South Africs is that thig
discrepancy works in the ceverse direction compared o most other develoning couniries, in
South Africa, toral population figares for children are stmply too high compared fo the
enrolment totals, In moss developing countries, the problem 13 that emvolment totals are
inflated. South Africa’s enrolment ratios in the UNESCO reports appear 1o be relatively paor,
but this means nothing and has confused 4 lot of people,

Enrolment ratios derived from household SUrveys are 2 ot more refiable and ihese idicate
that South Africa’s enrolment ratios, at least at the primary aod secondary fevels, are good by
international standards, There iz gn abundance of liserature thet shows this. The WEF report
itself points t the strangeness of the snroiment ratios it uses. According to the report, at the
primary level our enrolment ratio is ranked position 115, but at the secondary level it ig
ranked 53, This raises an obvions question: How can enrolments at the secondary fevel be
relatively good when gt the primary level they are poat, yet the former depends on the {atter,



