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Mr MJ Ellis to ask the Minister of Education: 
 
(1) With reference to the graduate grid (copy attached) which forms part of her 
department’s National Plan for Higher Education, what has been the (a) 
expected and (b) actual graduate outputs at each (i) university, (ii) technikon 
and (iii) further education and training (FET) college in each of the past five 
years up to and including 2005; 
 
(2) in each of the abovementioned years, how many (a) black, (b) white, (c) 
coloured and (d) Indian students graduated from each of the seven 
programmes on the graduate grid? 

N1158E 
 
REPLY: 
 
(1) (a)  The National Plan for Higher Education sets the benchmarks for 
graduation rates at higher education institutions as follows: 
 

GRADUATION RATE QUALIFICATION TYPE 
Contact Distance 

Up to 3-years: undergraduate 25% 15%

4-year or more: undergraduate 20% 10%

Postgraduate: up to honours 60% 30%

Masters 33% 25%

Doctoral 20% 20%

 
The benchmark for all undergraduate contact programmes is set at 22.5% 
and for all undergraduate distance programmes at 12.5%. The National Plan 
for Higher Education did not establish benchmarks for Further Education and 
Training Colleges. 
 
(1) (b) The actual graduation rates for each institution from 2001 to 2005 are 
as follows: 
 
Actual graduation rates for each institution for 2001 are: 
 

INSTITUTION NAME 

UG 
diplomas/ 
degrees  

PG to M 
level 

Masters 
degrees 

Doctors 
degrees TOTAL 

Cape Peninsula University of Technology 21% 2% 11% 11% 20% 
University of Cape Town 18% 55% 23% 12% 22% 



Central University of Technology, Free State 15% 100% 12% 3% 15% 
Durban Institute of Technology 15% 68% 18% 8% 15% 
University of Fort Hare 11% 30% 16% 11% 9% 
University of the Free State 18% 26% 17% 11% 19% 
University of Johannesburg 18% 43% 24% 15% 21% 
University of KwaZulu-Natal 16% 39% 10% 6% 18% 
University of Limpopo 16% 54% 10% 6% 18% 
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University 11% 35% 18% 15% 13% 
North West University 21% 26% 24% 15% 22% 
University of Pretoria 21% 44% 19% 11% 23% 
Rhodes University 22% 68% 23% 14% 26% 
University of South Africa 7% 22% 16% 20% 8% 
University of Stellenbosch 19% 38% 25% 14% 23% 
Tshwane University of Technology 13% 8% 3% 12% 13% 
University of Venda 16% 43% 6% 5% 17% 
Vaal University of Technology 10% 0% 7% 0% 10% 

Walter Sisulu University for Technology & 
Science, Eastern Cape 14% 51% 6% 0% 15% 
University of the Western Cape 15% 35% 12% 11% 17% 
University of Witwatersrand 16% 56% 18% 12% 20% 
University of Zululand 18% 26% 10% 14% 19% 
Mangosuthu Technikon 15% N/A N/A N/A 15% 

 
Actual graduation rates for each institution for 2002 are: 
 

INSTITUTION NAME 

UG 
diplomas/ 
degrees  

PG to M 
level 

Masters 
degrees 

Doctors 
degrees TOTAL 

Cape Peninsula University of Technology 19% 1% 9% 14% 19% 
University of Cape Town 20% 61% 22% 14% 23% 
Central University of Technology, Free State 16% 80% 12% 9% 16% 
Durban Institute of Technology 15% 46% 22% 4% 15% 
University of Fort Hare 8% 38% 7% 9% 19% 
University of the Free State 16% 30% 18% 15% 20% 
University of Johannesburg 18% 39% 21% 13% 20% 
University of KwaZulu-Natal 17% 44% 17% 12% 20% 
University of Limpopo 13% 26% 10% 3% 13% 
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University 10% 32% 16% 11% 12% 
North West University 18% 26% 23% 13% 20% 
University of Pretoria 23% 49% 20% 11% 24% 
Rhodes University 20% 64% 24% 22% 24% 
University of South Africa 8% 25% 15% 10% 9% 
University of Stellenbosch 20% 39% 25% 15% 24% 
Tshwane University of Technology 14% 16% 5% 12% 13% 
University of Venda 12% 36% 2% 0% 11% 
Vaal University of Technology 12% 125% 7% 11% 12% 

Walter Sisulu University for Technology & 
Science, Eastern Cape 15% 14% 13% 67% 14% 
University of the Western Cape 13% 43% 13% 7% 15% 
University of Witwatersrand 16% 52% 15% 15% 19% 
University of Zululand 13% 25% 13% 17% 15% 
Mangosuthu Technikon 14% N/A N/A N/A 14% 

 
 
 
 



 
Actual graduation rates for each institution for 2003 are: 
 

INSTITUTION NAME 
UG 

diplomas/degrees 
PG to M 

level 
Masters 
degrees 

Doctors 
degrees TOTAL 

Cape Peninsula University of Technology 20% 74% 9% 14% 20% 
University of Cape Town 22% 66% 21% 13% 25% 
Central University of Technology, Free State 16% 71% 21% 15% 16% 
Durban Institute of Technology 15% 69% 26% 17% 15% 
University of Fort Hare 12% 49% 8% 13% 14% 
University of the Free State 19% 28% 19% 16% 20% 
University of Johannesburg 18% 36% 21% 15% 19% 
University of KwaZulu-Natal 18% 49% 22% 14% 22% 
University of Limpopo 11% 29% 6% 7% 12% 
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University 18% 57% 19% 12% 20% 
North West University 17% 26% 23% 16% 20% 
University of Pretoria 20% 41% 21% 10% 22% 
Rhodes University 30% 67% 24% 14% 32% 
University of South Africa 6% 22% 11% 10% 7% 
University of Stellenbosch 20% 51% 24% 15% 25% 
Tshwane University of Technology 14% 20% 3% 6% 14% 
University of Venda 13% 43% 6% 11% 13% 
Vaal University of Technology 13% 42% 9% 21% 13% 

Walter Sisulu University for Technology & 
Science, Eastern Cape 18% 37% 11% 100% 18% 
University of the Western Cape 14% 37% 19% 11% 16% 
University of Witwatersrand 15% 42% 14% 12% 17% 
University of Zululand 17% 38% 11% 9% 21% 
Mangosuthu Technikon 11% N/A N/A N/A 11% 

 
Actual graduation rates for each institution for 2004 are: 
 

INSTITUTION NAME 
UG 

diplomas/degrees 
PG to M 

level 
Masters 
degrees 

Doctors 
degrees TOTAL 

Cape Peninsula University of Technology 20% 21% 9% 4% 20% 
University of Cape Town 22% 64% 21% 11% 24% 
Central University of Technology, Free State 17% 44% 10% 10% 17% 
Durban Institute of Technology 17% 83% 27% 10% 17% 
University of Fort Hare 15% 12% 6% 7% 14% 
University of the Free State 18% 27% 21% 11% 19% 
University of Johannesburg 17% 39% 24% 16% 20% 
University of KwaZulu-Natal 16% 39% 15% 9% 18% 
University of Limpopo 13% 37% 11% 14% 14% 
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University 22% 69% 19% 13% 24% 
North West University 22% 31% 24% 14% 24% 
University of Pretoria 21% 38% 21% 12% 23% 
Rhodes University 22% 86% 29% 19% 28% 
University of South Africa 6% 22% 13% 11% 7% 
University of Stellenbosch 18% 60% 24% 15% 25% 
Tshwane University of Technology 16% 17% 2% 9% 15% 
University of Venda 13% 54% 15% 8% 15% 
Vaal University of Technology 14% 17% 7% 11% 14% 

Walter Sisulu University for Technology & 
Science, Eastern Cape 14% 33% 12% 0% 14% 



University of the Western Cape 13% 38% 19% 8% 16% 
University of Witwatersrand 15% 54% 16% 14% 19% 
University of Zululand 10% 19% 8% 19% 12% 
Mangosuthu Technikon 10% N/A N/A N/A 10% 

 
Actual graduation rates for each institution for 2005 are: 
 

INSTITUTION NAME 
UG 

diplomas/degrees 
PG to M 

level 
Masters 
degrees 

Doctors 
degrees TOTAL 

Cape Peninsula University of Technology 19% 43% 11% 9% 20% 
University of Cape Town 22% 64% 24% 14% 25% 
Central University of Technology, Free State 21% 24% 5% 8% 20% 
Durban Institute of Technology 18% 82% 25% 7% 18% 
University of Fort Hare 18% 43% 14% 1% 19% 
University of the Free State 19% 29% 21% 11% 20% 
University of Johannesburg 19% 45% 23% 16% 22% 
University of KwaZulu-Natal 16% 32% 5% 3% 17% 
University of Limpopo 16% 39% 6% 8% 17% 
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University 22% 51% 20% 12% 23% 
North West University 17% 25% 25% 12% 20% 
University of Pretoria 24% 44% 20% 12% 25% 
Rhodes University 29% 84% 25% 19% 33% 
University of South Africa 6% 22% 13% 10% 7% 
University of Stellenbosch 19% 64% 23% 16% 25% 
Tshwane University of Technology 17% 16% 3% 9% 16% 
University of Venda 13% 28% 11% 8% 13% 
Vaal University of Technology 14% 16% 9% 4% 14% 

Walter Sisulu University for Technology & 
Science, Eastern Cape 

Information not available  

University of the Western Cape 16% 52% 24% 11% 20% 
University of Witwatersrand 18% 54% 16% 14% 21% 
University of Zululand 8% 35% 9% 12% 13% 
Mangosuthu Technikon 8% N/A N/A N/A 8% 
      
Note:  2005 data is provisional as Institutions are still in the process of auditing their data  
 
(2)  The actual graduation rates for each institution from 2001 to 2005 in terms 
of their equity profile are as follows: 

 
Graduates at Universities by race for 2001 

 
Graduates at Technikons by race for 2001 



 
Graduates at Universities by race for 2002 
 

 
Graduates at Technikons by race for 2002 
 

 
Graduates at Universities by race for 2003 
 

 
Graduates at Technikons by race for 2003 

 

 
Graduates at Universities by race for 2004 
 



 
Graduates at Technikons by race for 2004 
 

 
Graduates at all Institutions for 2005 
 

Notes: Unknown race, invalid majors and qualifications excluded.  2005 data is provisional as 
Institutions are still finalizing their graduate numbers. UG (Undergraduate), PG 
(Postgraduate), Dip (Diploma), NHDip (National Higher Diploma), Deg (Bachelor’s Degree), 
SET (Science, Engineering and Technology) and Bus (Business) 
 


