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GRADE 6 FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES 2013 

ANNUAL NATIONAL ASSESSMENT 

ENGLISH 

INTRODUCTION 

The 2014 cycle of Annual National Assessment (ANA 2014) will be administered in all public and designated1 independent schools in September 2014. 
During this period all learners in Grades 4-6 will write nationally set tests in Language and Mathematics. The results will be used to report progress related 
to achieving the goals set in the Action Plan 2014, Towards Schooling 2025. 

The ANA tests will be written during the third school term and therefore the Department of Basic Education (DBE) has developed Assessment Guideline 
documents provided for each grade and subject (Language and Mathematics) that outline the minimum curriculum content that must be covered by all 
learners prior to the writing of the test. The Assessment Guidelines set the limits of the scope of work that will be covered in the test for each grade and 
subject. The ANA 2014 Assessment Guidelines have been designed in line with the versions of the curriculum that are being implemented in the phase. 

 

INTERMEDIATE PHASE 

In Grades 4-6, the tests will cover work that is prescribed for the first three quarters of the school year. For these grades the Assessment Guidelines are 
arranged in three columns and rows. The skills to be assessed are specified in the first column, the content in the second column and the specific skills to 
be assessed are indicated in the third column.  

It is important to note that the ANA 2014 Assessment Guidelines do not imply that the delimited scope is all that must be taught and learnt during the school 
year. Instead, Assessment the Guidelines provide the basic minimum curriculum that must have been covered by the end of the third school quarter.
Teachers are expected to use these Assessment Guidelines together with the other resources for their teaching and assessment programs.     

 

                                                             
1 “Designated” independent schools are those that will apply and register either their Grade 3 or Grade 6 learners to participate in ANA for purposes of securing 

State subsidy. 
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Skills Content  Sub-skills/ knowledge/ 
competencies assessed Descriptive Statements 

The learner must be able to (i.e. do or know): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading and 
viewing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comprehension  
Text 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reads a story/play (Choose from 
contemporary realistic fiction/ 
traditional stories/ plays) 

Read the given text. 

Uses reading strategies, e.g. scans 
for information 

Use reading strategies to search for information. 

Answers question on the story. Complete the sentence with a short answer. 

Discusses title, plot, characters and 
setting. 

Choose the correct option. 

Discusses vocabulary from the read 
text. 

Responding to a direct question 

Identifies and discusses the setting 
and characters. Responding to a direct question with a short answer. 

Describes cause and effect in a 
story, e.g. What happened when…? 
Or Why do you think….happened? 

Write to communicate information; express an opinion and give 
reasons for it. 

Identifies title, features e.g. format, 
salutation etc Understand some elements of the passage. Write to 

communicate information; express an opinion and give reasons 
for it, with an open ended answer. 

Identifies moral/message of the 
story. 

Discusses main idea/moral/message and specific detail. 

Identifies and comments on the 
plot. 

Responding to a direct question by choosing the correct option. 
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 Discusses vocabulary from the read 
text. 

Responding to a direct question with a short answer. 

Reads poems Uses reading strategies to gain information from poem. 

Identifies rhythm and rhyme Responding to a direct question by choosing the correct option. 

Discusses rhyme, words that 
begins with the same sounds and 
comparisons 

Responding to a direct question with a short answer. 

Expresses feelings stimulated by 
text. 
 

Responding to a direct question with a short answer. 

 
 
 
 
 

Reads 
information text 
with visuals. 
 

Understands in a simple way some 
elements of poetry, e.g. alliteration, 
onomatopoeia, comparisons, 
personification. 

Answer questions on graph. 
 

Answers questions on text and 
visuals. 

Answer question on graph. 

Interprets information in the graph. Answer question on graph. 

Adds correct labels. Answer question on graph. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Uses connecting words to show 
addition and reason. 

Join the sentences by using conjunctions. 

Builds on understanding and use of 
simple past tense. 

Rewrite a sentence into the past tense. 

Add –es to form plurals of words 
ending in –s, -sh,, -ch and –z. 

Give plurals of words. 
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Language 
structures 
and 
conventions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Working with 
words or 
sentences 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Punctuate using capital letters and 
question marks. 

Punctuate a sentence. 

Use Prepositions that show time 
and position. 

Choose the correct preposition 

Antonyms (words that are opposite 
in meaning) 

Replace underlined words with opposites 

Synonyms (words that are similar in 
meaning.) 

Supply synonyms for the underlined words. 

Builds on understanding and use of  
comparative and superlative 
adjectives. 

Choose the correct degree of comparison 

Homonyms (words that are spelled 
the same but have different 
meanings.) 

Use one word in two ways to show the different meanings. 

Builds on understanding and use of 
Simple Present tense. Change sentence into a negative 

Builds on understanding and use of 
Past Progressive Tense. Change sentence into a negative 

Uses the gender forms of some 
nouns. Give the opposite gender. 

Uses adverbs of time to determine 
concord. Corrects verb to fit sentence. 
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Words ending in –l: double the l 
when you add a suffix. Add suffixes 

Language 
structures 
and 
conventions 

Working with 
words or 
sentences 

 
 

Understands and uses the 
possessive form of the noun. Use the apostrophe 

Joining prefixes or suffixes to a 
base word. Add prefixes 

Joining prefixes or suffixes to a 
base word. Identify the root/base word  

Begins to use possessive 
pronouns. Choose possessive pronouns. 
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Reading and 
Viewing 

Summarising of 
a paragraph 

Summarises text in about five to six 
sentences. Summarise a paragraph 

Writing to 
communicate 

Uses the writing 
process 

Writing a personal letter Write a personal letter 

 

 


