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FIGURE 1.3B 

HURRICANE IKE 

On 10 September, US President George W Bush made an emergency declaration for Texas in 
advance of Hurricane Ike, making more federal help available for preparations and evacuations. 

State rural water associations activated mutual aid networks to prepare for the landfall of Hurricane 
Hanna and Hurricane Ike while still providing assistance to areas impacted by Hurricane Gustav. 
The Texas Rural Water Association held meetings with state agencies on Tuesday, 9 September, to 
plan for landfall along the Texas gulf coast.  

On 11 September, forecasting models began to show Ike making landfall just south of Galveston. 
City Manager Steve LeBlanc issued a mandatory evacuation order late Wednesday for the low-lying 
west end of Galveston Island. Later, the mandatory evacuation order was extended to the entire 
island of Galveston, as well as low-lying areas around Houston, Texas.  

Also on 11 September, at 20:19, the National Weather Service in Houston/Galveston, issued a 
strongly worded bulletin, regarding storm surge along the shoreline of Galveston Bay. The bulletin 
advised that residents living in single-family homes in some parts of coastal Texas may face "certain 
death" if they do not heed orders to evacuate. Reports said as many as 40 percent of Galveston's 
citizens may have not paid attention to the warnings. It was feared to be much the same in Port 
Arthur. 

Hurricane Ike was the ninth named storm, fifth hurricane and third major hurricane of the 2008 
Atlantic hurricane season. The satellite image below shows Hurricane Ike at peak intensity. 
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FIGURE 2.3 

KEEP YOUR WINTER WOOLIES OUT (Tuesday, 1 July 2008) 

Nice clear skies with cool temperatures can be expected for Tuesday and Wednesday, but people in 
the Western Cape need to brace themselves for another few cold, wet and windy days from 
Thursday the 3rd of July 2008. 

 

Satellite image showing the approaching low-pressure system on Monday the 30th June 2008 
(Image courtesy Eumetsat, 2008).  

The South African Weather Service has been issuing advisories for this approaching system since 
the beginning of the week. On Thursday gale-force northerly to north-westerly winds are expected 
between Cape Columbine and Cape Agulhas, accompanied by very rough seas, with wave heights 
in excess of 5 m. Very cold conditions over the western interior of the Western and Northern Cape, 
spreading to the northern interior of the Eastern Cape and southern Free State, can be expected. 
  
The colder conditions are expected to reach the north-eastern parts of the country on Saturday, with 
temperatures falling into the cold category. 
 
Isolated heavy falls of rain, which could lead to localised flooding, are expected over the Peninsula, 
Boland and Overberg areas on Thursday and Friday.  
 
The South African Weather Service appeals to the public to forward to them any reports or 
confirmation of significant weather events such as snowfalls, hailstorms, heavy rain, damaging 
winds etc, when they are observed. Such information can also be used for further research, which 
will contribute to the improvement of weather predictions for that particular area. 
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