Introduction

+ Reading comprehension (RC) Is a basic literacy skill that
should acquired and facilitated from early: school years

& Learners in early grades often experience RC problems

& [hey struggle te construct meaning frem what they are
ieading

¢ RC preklemsigenerally anise: from Varnous factors .0,
leacherstinstiuctionallanaassessmentpPractices (BIock s
Rressiey, 2002):

9 [MPreVEG aSSESSTENTPIACHCES CanvesultinNmpIeyed
learming (CBIackssVilian; 1995)



Introduction (cont)

¢ Formative assessment (FA) IS a central aspect of
ClasSreom assessment that Connects teaching and
learning.

¢ Role ofi FA during the learning| process s to. INform teachers
and learners;anout the learners’ progress in oraerto
achileve the expected ohjeCtIVES

& lieachersishould'communicate FA Uata to Ieamersitinrough
jeednack andishoeuld Uuse the data'te: plan ferinstiuctions

% PUPOESE O thISIStuay IStnatefective USe oA Can SUPPoN
NENEACHINGI0IIRES
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Rationale

Low achievements of Seuth African learners in reading

Grade 4, 2011 Progress International Reading Literacy Study.
(prePIRLS) Indicated that the Seuth African learners’ performance
falls below. the international standard

PIRLS reported that moest SA learmers in grade; 4 struggle with basic
leading and RIGREer Order: comprenension: (Interpretive; Inierential,
analytical and crtical skills),

SACMEQ@IIIF(2009)  mdicated thats Seuth Affican: Grade: 65 puplls
pPererm VenlewinrallNevels eireading comprenension

SACMEQ@HIIN2009)iShewWea = BASIC eaaing acileVEMENHWaS ati2d
00, INNIGNER BIUER G COMPIENENSION e oVerall PEHOINANCE WaS

oo 200%)
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Rationale (cont)

ANA gualitative report (2011) indicated that Grade 3 learners
perform better in/literal comprehension as most learners were able
[0 retrieve explicit stated information, While the majerity of learners

struggle to interpret and integrate ideas and information.

Vipumalanga tenas te;achieve IoWertnan National SCores in

a le
StanGardISEUESING:




Why focus on FA to support the teaching of RC ?

e International literature recognizes FA as the body of knowledge

e Itis highly recommended to support learners’ learning and to
Inform teachers’ instructions

e [here Is substantial evidence on literature to: confirm that effective
preclice  of fermativerassessment enances Iearers  perormance
And Improve the standardsi(iiaras; 2009).




FA In SA Context

FA should be administered within the Assessment Guidelines of
the Previncial Education Department, Which complies with the
National Palicy en Assessment (DBE, 2007).

Little research has een conductea on FA Gl the foundation phase
|earers

[HiS researnchi sty IS EG UnGertaken terehtaln eVidence-Hnasea
data enitiefaciitaton el FAaCVIIES I the TeUnREatien PHase:

VaKIng rECOMMENUAtIGNS; aSEed GNIthe iNGINGS; e IMPIeve tie
Praclice elonmatve asSesSmentinaiGrade 8 class:



Purpose

e (0 explore and describe Grade 3 teachers’ use ofiFA to
enhance the teaching of RC




Main Research guestions

e How do Grade 3 teachers use formative assessment to

enhance the teaching of;reading comprehension in siswati?.




Sub- guestions

What do Grade 3 teachers understand about formative
assessment?

How do Grade 3 teachers employ formative assessment
N the Implementation of reading comprenension?

What s the nature eiifecaback given by Grade:3
[eAChersIWhen teaching reacing Comprenensioniin

SISWatifemelanguage?
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Clarification of the key
concepts

What IS reading comprehension

e Constructiveand Interactive Process
PEIWEEN ThEWHTERIEXT; thETEAUERana
[EICONEXTINHE CONSHIUICHION GF
meanngiremitheprRt(GunRnng; 20008
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Clarification of the key
concepts (cont)

\What Is assessment 2

fassessmentis a continueus planned process ofidentifying,
gathering and interpreting information about the performance of
learners.tItinvelves four,steps namely, generating and collecting
evidence ofiachievement; evaluating evidence; recording the
findings andiusinginformation to;understand and thereby assist: the
learner;s developmentin erder: teiImprove the process ofilearning
and teaching. Assessmentishouldibe continueus and Support
teachingrandileanning inierderntorachieve the oUICoOmes (DBE; 2041.2).

\Whatds Teedhacke ?.

niermation abeutsthe gapr BEIWEENT thEN I EANErSY demonstrated
learningrandhel earningiheysshouldiachieve(Sadlerg 4989);
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Clarification of the key
concepts (cont)

What IS formative assessment ?

e Alllassessment activities undertaken by teachers durng the
learnning Precess, WRICH INLENLIeN IS te; SUPROrt the Iearing Process

tareugn feeanack:(Black & Wiliam; 1998).
o  [Feedhackis animportantaspect ofifermative assessment; WRICH
PreVIdesIniemation toeachersaneulthe pregress ofithelessen
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Process of Formative assessment

. I e

Formative Feedback
Assessment Used by

N e I

Improves
Learning by

Teachers E— Impm\./ing
Teacher controlled <’ Teaching

the process
Improving
Learners — Learners’
understanding

\_ / \_ J \_ /
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Characteristics of FA

Assessment takes place during the learning and
leaching;

llearners are given feedback on their performance;
Scaffelding activities;are:used te:supportlearning;
[eachers ieedbacktolearnersy intheirleaming;

USETful practiceractivitiesinaiVearety OimaterialSito
MoVecChIlaren toWardsinGePENGENCES;

ASSESSMENLUAIANSIUSEMIOTULUrEPIaNNING O]
INSLIUGLIONS:
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L_iterature on FA

o \Worldwide, there Is growing interest in the use
of assessment by teachers to enhance: learners

learning andimproVve Classreom INSHUCHoNS:




Challenges regarding
Implementation ofi FA

Implementation Is weak: since It IS
not well uUnderstood by teachers.

ihe results’ o formative assessment
nhad been challenged en valldity: and
reliability: (Gherholzer, 1:999)

nerenisflimitediscoperon empiiiceal
reseanchliteratunes:
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Literature on the teaching and

assessment ofi RC

provided three principles on how teachers should
provide comprehension instructions to the learners
(Duffy et al, (1.986).

comprehension instructions should be explicit;
modelled by skilful readers ; and
taught n a scaffold pattern

teachers should communicate declarative, proceadural
and conditional knoewledge ter learners (Almasi, 2003) .

[Declarative knoewledge - direct explanation ot the
strategy. or knewledge about the strategy.-

Precedulal knewledge - Qe ter canay, the strategy.-

conditionals knewledge - WhenR and Wiy the reading
stirateqy, shieuldi e Used.
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Literature on the teaching and
assessment of/RC (cont)

o Comprehension shouldbe taught.and assessed through
cognitive and meta cognitive . comprenension: INStructions

e  commoncognitive.and meta cognitive comprenension
INStructions;in early grades nclude: activating ofprior
KNowledge; making predictionsabouLthe tEXt; IEACHETS
question; selfiguestioning and summarising

o  Comprehensioninstructions;shouldbetaughtinianintegrated
Way:Sporer; etial (2008)

®  (ClaSSIe0MRaSEn [aSSESSMENPIOCESSHOIIAEIASSESSIMENLIO]
reading comprenensioniEIenessMacmanoni2001)
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Conceptual framework for FA

Teachers

Phasel:
Planning of
instructions

Phase 5:
; Phase 2:
SN Collection of eachers
evidence

Teachers of the
intervention

Phase 4: Phase 3:
Enacting an Interpreting of
intervention evidence

Teachers Teachers




Research Methodology

Qualitative approeach

Data collected through semi- structured interviews, lesson
observations:, analysis of learners’ Workhooks

Interactive qualitative enguiry,
Interpretive erientation

Instrumental; explorative and aescriptive: Gase study.



Sampling

Convenience and purposeful

[ teachers from 4 schools in- 1 circuit in Ehlanzeni district

All 7 teachers had attended CAPS training in 2011 .

First year ofiimplementing CARS with Grade 3 learners in 2012




Data analysis

Within-case and cross-case analysis as suggested by Merriam (2009) in a
multiple-case stuay

Deductive and inductive: approeach
Data reported through themes




Findings
Teachers lack understanding of FA

FA activities were Identified during teaching off RC , though they need
modification

[leachers' lack of understanding of feedback

They: described feednack as: merely the Corrections teachers and
learners engage In after the: Written tasks.

DONGL gIVE CORStIUCHVE feedacks, Instead they gIvVe marks; ticks:, CIOSSES
ana evallative:commentsi((e:0b geed; yeL are a star)

NGrguIde!ine: decUmENLSH Lo SUPPOIT IEACHENS 01 the  teaching: ol reading
COMPIENENSION

NGNEaaNgEeseUCESHOIRENEANIENS
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Recommendations

o Teachers should have engoeing professional development on formative
assessment.

o Professional development programmes should be developed by
academic institutions.

o Jleacher training mstitutions should develop and offer a module on the
fermative assessment of reading comprenension as parnt e the literacy.

pregramme
Fermative assessmentshould iermianintegralipanteffinitalieacher
Iraining (N

SOOI SUPPOIG!
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