




FOREWORD

Our national curriculum is the culmination of our efforts over a period of 

seventeen years to transform the curriculum bequeathed to us by apartheid. 

From the start of democracy we have built our curriculum on the values that 

inspired our Constitution (Act 108 of 1996). The Preamble to the Constitution 

states that the aims of the Constitution are to:

•	 heal the divisions of the past and establish a society based on democratic values, social justice 

and fundamental human rights;

•	 improve the quality of life of all citizens and free the potential of each person;

•	 lay the foundations for a democratic and open society in which government is based on the will 

of the people and every citizen is equally protected by law; and

•	 build a united and democratic South Africa able to take its rightful place as a sovereign state in 

the family of nations.



Education and the curriculum have an important role to play in realising these aims. In view of this 

a special Question-and Answer Booklet has been prepared to guide parents and learners during the 

implementation of the National Curriculum Statement for Grades R-12 during the period 2012-2014.

From 2012 the two National Curriculum Statements for  Grades R-9 and Grades 10-12 respectively, are  

combined in a single document and will simply be known as the National Curriculum Statement Grades 

R-12. The National Curriculum Statement for Grades R-12 builds on the previous curriculum but also 

updates it and aims to provide clearer specification of what is to be taught and learnt on a term-by-term 

basis. 

The National Curriculum Statement Grades R-12 represents a policy statement for learning and teaching 

in South African schools and comprises the following: 

 (a) Curriculum and Assessment Policy Statements (CAPS) for all approved subjects listed in this 

document;



(b) National policy pertaining to the programme and promotion requirements of the National 

Curriculum Statement Grades R – 12; and

(c) National Protocol for Assessment Grades R – 12.

The implementation of the  National Curriculum Statement Grades R-12 is as follows:

January 2012 in Grades R – 3 and Grade 10;

January 2013 in Grades 4 –6 and Grade 11; and

January 2014 in Grades 7 –9 and Grade 12.

MRS ANGIE MOTSHEKGA, MP

MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION
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QUEstIOn AnD AnsWER BOOKLEt FOR tHE ADVOCACYOF tHE 
IMPLEMEntAtIOn OF tHE nAtIOnAL CURRICULUM stAtEMEnt GRADEs R-12

BACKGROUnD

In response to concerns expressed by teachers who faced various challenges in the implementation 
of the National Curriculum Statement Grades R – 12, the Minister deemed it necessary to appoint a 
Ministerial Task Team for the review of the Implementation of the National Curriculum Statement Grades 
R – 12 with the aim of investigating the concerns expressed.

The brief of the Task Team was to identify the challenges and pressure points that  negatively impacted 
on the quality of teaching in schools and to propose the mechanisms that could address the challenges.

On 20 October 2009, the Minister announced a decision to implement the recommendations of the 
Task Team’s Report. The Report promotes structured and improved coordination and seeks to achieve 
coherence across the system for the support of the curriculum in schools.

The Report of the Task Team also recommended that the Department of Basic Education should develop 
a clear and simple five year plan to support of the implementation of the National Curriculum Statement 
Grades R – 12 in schools.
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The development of a single, comprehensive, and concise curriculum and assessment policy statements 
would replace the current Subject Statements, Teacher Guides and Subject Assessment Guidelines in 
both the GET and FET Phases.

1. WHAt Is tHE nAtIOnAL CurriCulum Statement GradeS r – 12?

 The National Curriculum Statement Grades R – 12, to be implemented during the period 2012-
2014, represents a policy statement for learning and teaching in South African schools. It is the 
curriculum that underpins the various programmes followed in each Grade from Grades R – 12.  
It enables a learner to obtain a National Senior Certificate after completion of the full programme 
of the National Curriculum Statement Grades R – 12.

2. HOW Is tHE nAtIOnAL CurriCulum Statement GradeS r – 12 COnstRUCtED?

 The National Curriculum Statement Grades R – 12 consists of three documents, namely:

(i) Curriculum and Assessment Policy Statements for each approved school subject as listed in 
the policy document National policy pertaining to the programme and promotion requirements 
of the National Curriculum Statement Grades R – 12;
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(ii) The policy document, National policy pertaining to the programme and promotion 
requirements of the National Curriculum Statement Grades R – 12 which describes the 
number of subjects to be offered by learners in each grade and the promotion requirements 
to be obtained; and

(iii) The policy document, National Protocol for Assessment Grades R – 12 (January 2012) which 
standardises the recording and reporting processes for Grades R – 12 within the framework.

3. WHY WAs It nECEssARY tO REPACKAGE tHE CURRICULUM In 2010?

 Teachers expressed their concerns about the various challenges in the implementation of the 
Revised National Curriculum Statement Grades R – 9 and the National Curriculum Statement 
Grades 10 – 12. The Minister of Basic Education then appointed a Task Team to identify the 
challenges and pressure points that negatively impacted on the quality of teaching in schools and 
to propose the mechanisms that could address the challenges.

 The Ministerial Task Team recommended that the Department of Basic Education develop a 
clear and simple five year plan to support the implementation of the National Curriculum Statement 
Grades R – 12 in schools and refine curriculum documents.
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4. WHAt ARE tHE PRInCIPLEs OF tHE national CurriCulum Statement GradeS r – 12?

 The National Curriculum Statement Grades R - 12 is based on the following principles:

• Social transformation;

• Active and critical thinking;

• High knowledge and high skills;

• Progression;

• Human rights, valuing indigenous knowledge system;

• Credibility;

• Quality and efficiency; and

• Providing an education that is comparable in 
quality, breadth and depth to those of other 
countries.
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5. WHAt ARE tHE AIMs OF tHE national CurriCulum Statement GradeS r – 12?

 To equip learners with the skills to:

• identify and solve problems and make decisions using critical and creative thinking;

• work effectively as individuals and with others as members of a team;

• organise and manage themselves and their activities responsibly and effectively;

• collect, analyse, organise and critically evaluate information;

• communicate effectively using visual, symbolic and/or language skills in various modes;

• use science and technology effectively and critically showing responsibility towards the 
environment and the health of others; and

• demonstrate an understanding of the world as a set of related systems by recognising that 
problem solving contexts do not exist in isolation.
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6.  WHAt ARE tHE CHAnGEs tO tHE GEnERAL AnD FURtHER 
EDUCAtIOn AnD tRAInInG nAtIOnAL CURRICULUM stAtEMEnts?

 The following changes emanated from the Ministerial Task Team’s 
recommendations in stages. The changes are categorised into two categories, 

namely:

(a) Decisions with immediate effect for implementation since 2010; and

(b) Decisions with a longer term effect for implementation during the period 2012-2014.

6.1 Decisions with immediate effect for implementation since 2010 are:

(a) Discontinuation of the Learner Portfolio Files;

(b) Requirements for a single teacher file for planning;

(c) Reduction of the number of projects required by learners; and

(d) The discontinuation of Common Tasks of Assessment (CTAs).
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6.2 Decisions with a longer term effect for implementation during the period 2012- 2014 are:

(a) The reduction of the number of Learning Areas in the Intermediate Phase of the 
General Education and Training Phase;

(b) The teaching of English as a First Additional Language to be given priority to be taught 
from Grade 1;

(c) Regular external systematic assessment of Mathematics, Home 
Language and English First Additional 
Language in Grades 3, 6 and 9; and

(d) The development of curriculum and 
assessment policy statements per 
learning area and subject.
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7. WHAt OtHER CHAnGEs HAVE BEEn MADE tO tHE GEnERAL AnD FURtHER 
EDUCAtIOn AnD tRAInInG nAtIOnAL CURRICULUM stAtEMEnts?

 The following additional changes have been approved to be accommodated in the National 
Curriculum Statement Grades R-12:

(a) The weighting of School-Based Assessment (BA) and the end-of-year examination will be as 
follows:

Phase SBA component
%

End-of-year 
examination 

%
Foundation Phase 100 0

Intermediate Phase 75 25

Senior Phase 40 60

Further Education and Training Phase 25 75
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(b) The seven-point rating scale currently used in Grades 10-12 will also be used in the other 
three school phases, namely:

ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL ACHIEVEMENT DESCRIPTION MARKS
%

7 Outstanding Achievement 80 – 100

6 Meritorious Achievement 70 – 79

5 Substantial Achievement 60 – 69

4 Adequate Achievement 50 – 59

3 Moderate Achievement 40 – 49

2 Elementary Achievement 30 – 39

1 Not Achieved 0 – 29

(c) A change in the designation learning areas to subjects.
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8. WHAt ARE tHE IMPLICAtIOns OF tHE CURRICULUM REPACKAGInG FOR tHE 
FOUnDAtIOn PHAsE (GRADEs R – 3)?

(a) The Foundation Phase Learning Programmes will be increased to four subjects in order to 
accommodate the teaching of English at First Additional Language level as a separate and 
important part of the timetable.

 The following are the four identified subjects to be taught in Grades 1-3 of the Foundation 
Phase:

(i) Home Language;

(ii) First Additional Language;

(iii) Mathematics; and

(iv) Life Skills (Beginning Knowledge, Arts and Crafts, Physical Education and Health 
Education).
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(b) An increased time allocation which will be as follows from 2012:

 FOUNDATION PHASE: TIME ALLOCATION PER WEEK

SUBJECT GRADE R
(HOURS)

GRADES 1-2
(HOURS)

GRADE 3
(HOURS)

Home Language 10 7-8 6-7

First Additional Language 2-3 4-5

Mathematics 7 7 7

Life Skills 6 6 7

TOTAL 23 23 25

9. WHAt ARE tHE IMPLICAtIOns OF tHE CURRICULUM REPACKAGInG FOR tHE 
IntERMEDIAtE PHAsE (GRADEs 4 – 6)?

 The following changes will be implemented from 2013:

(a) The first decision is that the learning areas in the Intermediate Phase have been reduced 
to six subjects. The result is that in Grades 4-6 Technology will be combined with Natural 
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Sciences, Arts and Culture will be combined with Life Skills and Economic and Management 
Sciences will be taught only from Grade 7.

The following are the six identified subjects:

(i) Home Language;

(ii) First Additional Language;

(iii) Mathematics;

(iv) Natural Sciences (including Technology);

(v) Social Sciences; and

(vi) Life Skills (Creative Arts, Physical Education 
and Religious and Moral Education).
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(b) An increased time allocation which will be as follows from 2013:

 INTERMEDIATE PHASE: TIME ALLOCATION

SUBJECT TIME ALLOCATION PER WEEK
(HOURS)

Home Language 6

First Additional Language 5

Mathematics 6

Natural Science and Technology 3,5

Social Sciences 3

Life Skills 4

TOTAL 27,5
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10. WHAt ARE tHE IMPLICAtIOns OF tHE CURRICULUM REPACKAGInG FOR tHE sEnIOR 
PHAsE (GRADEs 7 – 9) AnD tHE FURtHER EDUCAtIOn AnD tRAInInG PHAsE 
(GRADEs 10-12)?

 As in the case of the Foundation and Intermediate Phases, the Curriculum and Assessment Policy 
Statement for each subject will replace the current Subject Statements, Learning Programme 
Guidelines and Subject Assessment Guidelines. The number of subjects to be offered by learners 
remain the same in both the Senior and Further Education and Training Phases.

11. WHEn WILL tHE CURRICULUM AnD AssEssMEnt POLICY stAtEMEnts BE 
IMPLEMEntED?

• January 2012 Grades R – 3 and Grade 10

• January 2013 Grades 4 – 6 and Grade 11

• January 2014 Grades 7 – 9 and Grade 12.
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12. WHAt Is tHE POsItIOn OF tHE CURREnt CURRICULUM AnD HOW WILL tHE 
IntERIM PERIOD, 2011-2014 BE MAnAGED?

(1) Prior to 2012 there were two national curriculum statements in place, namely:

(a) National Policy regarding General Education Programmes: The Revised National 
Curriculum Statement Grades R – 9 (Schools) promulgated in Government Gazettes 
No. 23406 of 31 May 2002 and No. 29626 of 12 February 2007; and

(b) National Curriculum Statement Grades 10-12 promulgated in Government Gazettes, 
No. 25545 of 6 October 2003, No. 27594 of 17 May 2005, No. 27819 of 20 July 2005 
and No. 28300 of 7 December 2005.

(2) The above two national curriculum statements comprise the following policy documents 
which will be incrementally repealed during the period 2012-2014:

(a) Revised National Curriculum Statements Grades R – 9 Overview document;

(b) Revised National Curriculum Statements Grades R – 9 for the Foundation, Intermediate 
and Senior all Phases in the GET Band;
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(c) National policy on assessment and qualifications for schools in the General Education 
and Training Band (2007);

(d) The Subject Statements for Grades 10 -12;

(e)  National Senior Certificate: A qualification at Level 4 on the National Qualifications 
Framework (NQF) (2005), which stipulates the programme and promotion requirements 
of the National Senior Certificate; and

(f) An addendum to the policy document, the National Senior Certificate: A qualification 
at Level 4 on the National Qualifications Framework (NQF), regarding learners with 
special needs (2006), which stipulate the programme and promotion requirements for 
learners with special needs who cannot meet the requirements of the National Senior 
Certificate as, offered in mainstream schools.

 The status quo will remain until the implementation date of the National Curriculum Statement 
Grades R – 12 in a specific grade. The Revised National Curriculum Statement Grades R – 9 
(Schools) and the National Curriculum Statement Grades 10-12 will remain in place until:

• January 2012 for Grades R – 3 and Grade 10;
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• January 2013 for Grades 4 – 6 and Grade 11; and

• January 2014 for Grades 7 – 9 and Grade 12.

 This means that the prescriptions in the current Subject Statements, Learning Programme 
Guidelines and Subject Assessment Guidelines must still be followed until the phasing-out date as 
indicated in the tables below:

FOUnDAtIOn PHAsE

tHE stAtUs OF CURRICULUM DOCUMEnts DURInG tHE tRAnsItIOnAL PERIOD 2012-2014

Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

R-3 The Revised National 
Curriculum Statement 
Grades R – 9 (Schools), 
comprising the following 
policy documents must be 
followed for the last time in 
2011:

December 2011 The National Curriculum 
Statement Grades R-12, 
comprising the following 
policy documents must be 
followed for the first time 
in 2012:

January 2012



22

Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

(a) Subject Statements 
providing for the 
following 3 learning 
areas:

 Languages;
 Mathematics; and
 Life skills;
(b) The policy document, 

National policy on 
assessment and 
qualifications for 
schools in the General 
Education and Training 
Band (2007);

(a) CAPS for:
 Languages (1 HL and 

1 FAL);
 Mathematics; and
 Life skills;

(b) The policy document, 
National policy 
pertaining to 
the programme 
and promotion 
requirements of the 
National Curriculum 
Statement Grades R 
– 12; and
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Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

(c) The policy document, 
An addendum to the 
policy document, 
the National Senior 
Certificate: A 
qualification at Level 
4 on the National 
Qualifications 
Framework (NQF), 
regarding the 
National Protocol for 
Assessment (Grades 
R – 12), promulgated 
in Government Notice 
No.1267 in Government 
Gazette No. 29467 of 11 
December 2006;

(c) The policy document, 
National Protocol for 
Assessment Grades 
R – 12.
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Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

(d) Foundation Phase 
Guidelines for the 
development of 
Learning Programmes 
(2003); and

(e) Foundation Phase 
Assessment Guidelines 
(2008).
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IntERMEDIAtE PHAsE

tHE stAtUs OF CURRICULUM DOCUMEnts DURInG tHE tRAnsItIOnAL PERIOD 2012-2014

Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

4-6 The Revised National 
Curriculum Statement 
Grades R – 9 (Schools), 
comprising the following 
policy documents must be 
followed for the last time in 
2012:

December 2012 The National Curriculum 
Statement Grades R-12, 
comprising the following 
policy documents must be 
followed for the first time 
in 2013:

January 2013
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Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

(a) Subject Statements 
providing for the 
following 8 learning 
areas:

Languages;
Mathematics;
Life Orientation;
Natural Sciences;
Social Sciences;
Technology;
Arts and Culture; and
Economic 
Management Sciences.

(a) CAPS providing 
for the following 6 
subjects:

 Languages;
 Mathematics;
 Life skills;
 Natural Sciences and 

Technology;
 Arts and Culture; and
 Social Sciences;
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Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

(b) The policy document, 
National policy on 
assessment and 
qualifications for 
schools in the General 
Education and Training 
Band (2007);

(b) The policy document, 
National policy 
pertaining to 
the programme 
and promotion 
requiremements 
of the National 
Curriculum Statement 
Grades R – 12
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Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

(c) The policy document, 
An addendum to the 
policy document, 
the National Senior 
Certificate: A 
qualification at Level 
4 on the National 
Qualifications 
Framework (NQF), 
regarding the 
National Protocol for 
Assessment (Grades 
R – 12), promulgated 
in Government 
Notice No.1267 in 
Government Gazette 
No. 29467 of 11 
December 2006; and
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Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

(d) Intermediate 
Phase Assessment 
Guidelines.

sEnIOR PHAsE

tHE stAtUs OF CURRICULUM DOCUMEnts DURInG tHE tRAnsItIOnAL PERIOD 2012-2014

Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

7-9 The Revised National 
Curriculum Statement 
Grades R – 9 (Schools), 
comprising the following 
policy documents must be 
followed for the last time in 
2012:

December 2013 The National Curriculum 
Statement Grades R-12, 
comprising the following 
policy documents must be 
followed for the first time 
in 2013:

January 2014
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Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

(a) Subject Statements 
providing for the 
following 8 learning 
areas:

Languages;
Mathematics;
Life Orientation;
Natural Sciences;
Social Sciences;
Technology;
Arts and Culture; and
Economic 
Management 
Sciences.

(a) CAPS providing 
for the following 8 
subjects:

 Languages;
 Mathematics;
 Life Orientation;
 Natural Sciences;
 Social Sciences;
 Technology;
 Arts and Culture; 

and
 Economic 

Management 
Sciences ; and
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Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

(b) The policy document, 
National policy 
on assessment 
and qualifications 
for schools in the 
General Education 
and Training Band 
(2007);

(c) The policy document, 
An addendum to the 
policy document, 
the National Senior 
Certificate: A 
qualification at Level 
4 on the National

(b) The policy 
document, National 
policy pertaining 
to the programme 
and promotion 
requirements of the 
National Curriculum 
Statement Grades 
R – 12; and

(c) The policy 
document, National 
Protocol for 
Assessment Grades 
R – 12.
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Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

 Qualifications 
Framework (NQF), 
regarding the 
National Protocol for 
Assessment (Grades 
R – 12), promulgated 
in Government 
Notice No.1267 in 
Government Gazette 
No. 29467 of 11 
December 2006; and

(d) Senior Phase 
Assessment 
Guidelines.
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FURtHER EDUCAtIOn AnD tRAInInG PHAsE

tHE stAtUs OF CURRICULUM DOCUMEnts DURInG tHE tRAnsItIOnAL PERIOD 2012-2014

Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

10 The National Curriculum 
Statement Grades 10-12,  
comprising the following 
policy documents must be 
followed for the last time in 
2011:

(a)  Subject Statements 
providing for the 7 
selected subjects;

The National Curriculum 
Statement Grades R-12 
comprising the following 
policy documents must be 
followed for the first time 
in 2012:

(a) CAPS providing 
for the 7 selected 
subjects;

January 2012
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Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

(b) The policy document, 
National Senior 
Certificate: A 
qualification at Level 
4 on the National 
Qualifications 
Framework (NQF);

(c) The policy document, 
An addendum to the 
policy document, 
the National Senior 
Certificate: A 
qualification at Level 
4 on the National 
Qualifications 
Framework (NQF),  

(b) The policy document, 
National policy 
pertaining to 
the programme 
and promotion 
requirements of the 
National Curriculum 
Statement Grades 
R – 12; and

(c) The policy document, 
National Protocol for 
Assessment Grades 
R – 12.
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Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

 regarding the 
National Protocol for  
Assessment (Grades 
R – 12), promulgated 
in Government 
Notice No.1267 in 
Government Gazette 
No. 29467 of 11 
December 2006.

(d) Learning Programme 
Guidelines; and

(e) Subject Assessment 
Guidelines.
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Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

11 The National Curriculum 
Statement Grades 10-12,  
comprising the following 
policy documents must be 
followed for the last time in 
2011:

(a)  Subject Statements 
providing for the 7 
selected subjects;

(b) The policy document, 
National Senior 
Certificate: A 
qualification at Level 
4 on the National 
Qualifications 
Framework (NQF);

December 2012 The National Curriculum 
Statement Grades R-12 
comprising the following 
policy documents must be 
followed for the first time 
in 2012:

(a) CAPS providing 
for the 7 selected 
subjects;

(b) The policy document, 
National policy 
pertaining to 
the programme 
and promotion 
requirements of the 
National Curriculum 
Statement Grades 
R – 12; and

January 2013
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Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

(c) The policy document, 
An addendum to the 
policy document, 
the National Senior 
Certificate: A 
qualification at Level 
4 on the National 
Qualifications 
Framework (NQF), 
regarding the 
National Protocol for 
Assessment (Grades 
R – 12), promulgated 
in Government 
Notice No.1267 in 
Government Gazette 
No. 29467 of 11 
December 2006.

(c) The policy document, 
National Protocol for 
Assessment Grades 
R – 12.
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Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

(d) Learning Programme 
Guidelines; and

(e) Subject Assessment 
Guidelines.

12 The National Curriculum 
Statement Grades 10-12, 
comprising the following 
policy documents must be 
followed for the last time in 
2013:

(a)  Subject Statements 
providing for the 7 
selected subjects;

December 2013 The National Curriculum 
Statement Grades R-12, 
comprising the following 
policy documents must be 
followed for the first time 
in 2014:

(a) CAPS providing 
for the 7 selected 
subjects; and

January 2014
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Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

(b) The policy document, 
National Senior 
Certificate: A 
qualification at Level 
4 on the National 
Qualifications 
Framework (NQF).

(c) The policy document, 
An addendum to the 
policy document, 
the National Senior 
Certificate: A 
qualification at Level 
4 on the National 
Qualifications 
Framework (NQF),

(b) The policy document, 
National policy 
pertaining to 
the programme 
and promotion 
requirements of the 
National Curriculum 
Statement Grades 
R-12.

(c) The policy document, 
National Protocol for 
Assessment Grades 
R – 12.
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Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

 regarding the 
National Protocol for 
Assessment (Grades 
R – 12), promulgated 
in Government 
Notice No.1267 in 
Government Gazette 
No. 29467 of 11 
December 2006;

(d) Learning Programme 
Guidelines; and

(e) Subject Assessment 
Guidelines.

(d) The first National 
Senior Certificate 
examination based 
on the National 
Curriculum Statement 
Grades R-12 will 
be conducted in 
2014 in terms of 
the revised policy 
document, National 
policy on the conduct, 
administration 
and management 
of the National 
Senior Certificate: A 
qualification at Level 
4 on the National 
Qualifications 
Framework (NQF).
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Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

(f) The last National 
Senior Certificate 
examination based 
on the National 
Curriculum Statement 
Grades 10-12 will be 
conducted in 2013 
in terms of the policy 
document, National 
policy on the conduct, 
administration  
and management 
of the National 
Senior Certificate: A 
qualification at Level 
4 on the National 
Qualifications
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Grade Existing national curricula Phasing-out date NCS Grades R-12 Implementation 
Date

 Framework (NQF) 
promulgated 
in Government 
Notice No.564 in 
Government Gazette 
No. 30048 of 6 July 
2007.

13. HOW DIFFEREnt Is tHE FIRst nInE YEARs OF sCHOOLInG FROM tHAt OF GRADEs 10-12?

 During the first nine years of training in the General Education and Training Phase you were 
introduced to eight learning areas, which are a combination of various subjects. In the Further 
Education and Training Phase the learner will be introduced to 29 individual subjects, which made 
up the eight learning areas.
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14. HOW MAnY sUBjECts MUst A LEARnER sELECt In GRADE 10?

 Seven subjects comprising 4 compulsory and three optional subjects.

15. HOW MUst A LEARnER CHOOsE tHEIR sUBjECts?

 A learner in Further Education and Training must select the following four compulsory subjects 
from the list of compulsory subjects:

(a) Two (2) of the 11 official languages, provided that one of the two official languages is offered 
on the Home Language level, and the other, on either Home or First Additional Language 
level, and provided further that one of the two languages is the language of learning and 
teaching;

(b) Mathematics or Mathematical Literacy; and

(c) Life Orientation.

(d) Furthermore, a learner must select a minimum of any three subjects selected from the list of 
optional subjects
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(e) Learners may offer a maximum of one subject developed by accredited assessment bodies 
other than the Department of Basic Education and approved by the Minister of Basic 
Education for this purpose.

16. WHAt CAn A LEARnER DO IF HE OR sHE WAnts tO CHOOsE A sUBjECt tHAt Is nOt OFFERED BY tHE 

sCHOOL WHERE tHEY REGIstERED?

 Learners must first obtain approval from the Principal of the school where they are registered, as 
well as permission from the Principal of the school where the additional subject is offered before 
they can register for that subject. The school where the learners are registered must ensure that 
all internal assessment and examination marks are supplied by the school which is offering the 
additional subject.

17. FROM HOW MAnY DIFFEREnt LAnGUAGEs MAY A LEARnER CHOOsE FROM?

 Although languages are listed as one of the 29 subjects, there are in fact 11 official languages 
at three different levels, namely at Home Language level, First Additional Language level, and 
Second Additional Language level. Apart from the 11 official languages there are also 14 non-
official languages which are offered at different levels.
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18 HOW MAnY LAnGUAGEs MAY A LEARnER CHOOsE?

 A learner may offer a maximum of four languages as part of his or her seven-subject package. 
Apart from the required two official languages, a learner may either select two further official 
languages on Home or First Additional Language level, or two languages on Second Additional 
Language level.

19.  WHAt ARE tHE PAss REQUIREMEnts OF tHE nAtIOnAL sEnIOR 

CERtIFICAtE?

To pass each of Grades 10, 11 and 12, a learner must obtain 40% in 
three subjects, one of which is an official language at Home Language 
level, and 30% in three subjects.  Although a learner may fail one 
subject, he or she must have completed the internal assessment 
component of the subject failed.

20. WHEn WILL tHE FInAL nAtIOnAL sEnIOR CERtIFICAtE ExAMInAtIOn BE COnDUCtED?

 From October to December of each year.
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21. MUst A LEARnER REGIstER tO WRItE tHE FInAL nAtIOnAL sEnIOR CERtIFICAtE ExAMInAtIOn?

 Yes, before 15 March of the year that a learner will sit for the final examination. All subjects to be 
written, including those from approved assessment bodies must be registered. 

22. WHAt Is tHE ROLE OF UMALUsI?

 Umalusi is responsible for the quality assurance of assessment in the Grade 12-year and issues 
the National Senior Certificate to successful candidates.

23. Is tHERE A sECOnD CHAnCE FOR nAtIOnAL sEnIOR CERtIFICAtE CAnDIDAtEs WHO HAVE FAILED tHE 

FInAL ExAMInAtIOn?

 A supplementary examination may be granted under to an unsuccessful National Senior Certificate 
candidate if the candidate has:

(a) failed a maximum of two subjects;

(b) is medically unfit;

(c) did not satisfy Higher Education admission requirements; or
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(d) has personal problems such as a death in the immediate family.

24. WILL HIGHER EDUCAtIOn ACCEPt tHE nAtIOnAL sEnIOR CERtIFICAtE?

 Higher Education South Africa (HESA) makes provision for three different qualifications for which 
a learner with a National Senior Certificate. These are the Higher Certificate; Diplomas and 
Bachelor’s Degrees.

	 Higher	Certificate

 For admission to a Higher Certificate, a candidate must obtain a National Senior Certificate, that is 
a pass of 40% in three subjects, one of which is an official language at Home Language level, and 
a pass of 30% in three subjects.

 Diploma

 The minimum entrance requirements for Diploma study is a National Senior Certificate with an 
achievement rating of 3 (Moderate Achievement, 40-49%) or better in four recognised National 
Senior Certificate subjects.
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 Bachelor’s Degree

 To meet the minimum admission requirements to a Bachelor’s Degree study at a higher education 
institution, a candidate must obtain, apart from a National Senior Certificate, an achievement rating 
of 4 (Adequate Achievement, 50% - 59%) or better in four designated subjects. For this purpose 
Higher Education South Africa (HESA) has identified the following National Senior Certificate 
subjects to serve as designated subjects:

• Accounting;

• Agricultural Sciences;

• Business Studies;

• Dramatic Arts;

• Economics;

• Engineering Graphics and Design;

• Geography;

• History;

• Consumer Studies;
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• Information Technology;

• Languages (one of learning and teaching at a higher education institution and two other 
recognised language subjects);

• Life Sciences;

• Mathematics;

• Mathematical Literacy;

• Music;

• Physical Sciences;

• Religion Studies; and

• Visual Arts.

 In addition to the above entrance requirements for a Higher Certificate, Diploma, or Bachelor’s 
Degree study, HESA will, require over and above the met requirements, a pass of 30% in the 
First Additional Language, if that language is the language of learning and teaching of the higher 
education institution.




