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ANNUAL NATIONAL ASSESSMENT 2014 
ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES ENGLISH HOME LANGUAGE 

GRADE 8 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The 2014 cycle of Annual National Assessment (ANA 2014) will be administered in all public and designated1 independent schools in 
September 2014. During this period all learners in Grades 1-9 will write nationally set tests in Language and Mathematics. The results will be 
used to report progress related to achieving the goals set in the Action Plan 2014, Towards Schooling 2025. 

The ANA tests will be written during the third school term and therefore the Department of Basic Education (DBE) has developed Assessment 
Guideline documents provided for each grade and subject (Language and Mathematics) that outline the minimum curriculum content that must 
be covered by all learners prior to the writing of the test. The Assessment Guidelines set the limits of the scope of work that will be covered in 
the test for each grade and subject. The ANA 2014 Assessment Guidelines have been designed in line with the versions of the curriculum that 
are being implemented in the phase. 

INTERMEDIATE PHASE 

In Grades 7-9, the tests will cover work that is prescribed for the first three quarters of the school year. For these grades the Assessment 
Guidelines are arranged in three columns and rows. The skills to be assessed are specified in the first column, the content in the second 
column and the specific skills to be assessed are indicated in the third column.  

It is important to note that the ANA 2014 Assessment Guidelines do not imply that the delimited scope is all that must be taught and learnt 
during the school year. Instead, Assessment the Guidelines provide the basic minimum curriculum that must have been covered by the end of 
the third school quarter. 

Teachers are expected to use these Guidelines together with the other resources for their teaching and assessment programmes. 
                                                             

1 “Designated” independent schools are those that will apply and register either their Grade 3 or Grade 6 learners to participate in ANA for purposes of securing 
State subsidy. 
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SKILL CONTENT Sub-skills/knowledge/competencies assessed 

SKILL 

Content 
Sub-

skills/knowledge/competencies 
assessed 

Descriptive Statements 

 

The learner must be able to… 

Reading &Viewing 

Magazine article 

 

Skimming for main ideas Identify the main idea of a text 

Scanning for supporting details Identify tone  

Critical thinking/ evaluation Respond critically to texts: evaluate own point of view 

Fact and opinion Evaluate reliability and accuracy of information 

Writer’s viewpoint Evaluate the writer’s point of view in the text. 

Word attack skills Infer meaning of unfamiliar words 

Advertisement 

 

Visual text for comprehension Identify the target audience of an advertisement 

The use of font types and sizes, 
headings and captions 

Show understanding of impact of font types and sizes, headings 
and captions 

Visual text for comprehension Show understanding of advertising techniques 

Reading &Viewing Advertisement 
Analysis/evaluation  Understand impact of manipulative and emotive language 
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SKILL CONTENT Sub-skills/knowledge/competencies assessed 

SKILL 

Content 
Sub-

skills/knowledge/competencies 
assessed 

Descriptive Statements 

 

The learner must be able to… 

 

Poetry 

 

 Diction  Identify the tone, mood 

Diction  Identify the poet’s feelings 

Figures of speech Identify metaphor 

Advertisement Font types and sizes, headings and 
captions 

Show understanding of impact of font types and sizes, headings 
and captions 

Language  Structure 
and Conventions 

 

Magazine article 

 

Punctuation  Explain the purpose of a punctuation mark as used in the text 

Figurative language Identify the meaning of words 

Topic sentences Identify the main idea in a paragraph and meaning of expressions 

Concord  Provide the degrees of comparison of an adjective 

Simple/ Compound/ Complex 
sentences.  

Use conjunctions to form a compound/complex sentence 

Language  Structure Magazine article Synonyms  Provide  a synonym for a word that appears in the text 
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SKILL CONTENT Sub-skills/knowledge/competencies assessed 

SKILL 

Content 
Sub-

skills/knowledge/competencies 
assessed 

Descriptive Statements 

 

The learner must be able to… 

and Conventions 

 
Poetry 

 

Figures of speech Identify the two things compared/ comparison 

Figurative language Explain effectiveness of metaphor 

Figures of speech Explain use of personification 

Evaluation/appreciation Critically evaluate poet’s view 

Information text 
 

Direct and indirect speech Understand use of direct and indirect speech 

Literal and figurative language Differentiate between literal and figurative language in context 

Concord  Use correct number of the verb in relation to subject 

Idiomatic use of language Explain use of idiomatic language in context 

Antonyms  Show understanding of language in context 

Language  Structure 
and Conventions 

Information text 
 Spelling patterns and editing skills Use knowledge of spelling and verb tense 
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SKILL CONTENT Sub-skills/knowledge/competencies assessed 

SKILL 

Content 
Sub-

skills/knowledge/competencies 
assessed 

Descriptive Statements 

 

The learner must be able to… 

  
Punctuation  Know function of punctuation in context 

Parts of speech Know adjectival form and spelling of a word 

Parts of speech Know noun form and spelling of word 

Abbreviations  Know how to expand abbreviations to full form of the word 

Summary  Summarise, identify main points 

Writing and 
Presenting 

Transactional 
texts Use Process writing effectively Produce a transactional piece of 140-160 words.   

Teachers are expected to use these Guidelines together with the other resources for their teaching and assessment programmes so that learners 
become familiar with different styles of assessing. Most importantly, teachers are expected to develop their own assessment tools including some 
of the styles in the ANA exemplars to expand and enrich school-based assessments.  


