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ANNUAL NATIONAL ASSESSMENT -2014 
ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES ENGLISH HOME LANGUAGE 

GRADE 4 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The 2014 cycle of Annual National Assessment (ANA 2014) will be administered in all public and designated1 independent schools in September 2014. 
During this period all learners in Grades 4-6 will write nationally set tests in Language and Mathematics. The results will be used to report progress related 
to achieving the goals set in the Action Plan 2014, Towards Schooling 2025. 

The ANA tests will be written during the third school term and therefore the Department of Basic Education (DBE) has developed Assessment Guideline 
documents provided for each grade and subject (Language and Mathematics) that outline the minimum curriculum content that must be covered by all 
learners prior to the writing of the test. The Assessment Guidelines set the limits of the scope of work that will be covered in the test for each grade and 
subject. The ANA 2014 Assessment Guidelines have been designed in line with the versions of the curriculum that are being implemented in the phase. 
 
INTERMEDIATE PHASE 
In Grades 4-6, the tests will cover work that is prescribed for the first three quarters of the school year. For these grades the Assessment Guidelines are 
arranged in three columns and rows. The skills to be assessed are specified in the first column, the content in the second column and the specific skills to 
be assessed are indicated in the third column.  

 
It is important to note that the ANA 2014 Assessment Guidelines do not imply that the delimited scope is all that must be taught and learnt during the school 
year. Instead, Assessment the Guidelines provide the basic minimum curriculum that must have been covered by the end of the third school quarter. 
 
Teachers are expected to use these Assessment Guidelines together with the other resources for their teaching and assessment programs.     
                                                

1 “Designated” independent schools are those that will apply and register either their Grade 3 or Grade 6 learners to participate in ANA for purposes of securing State subsidy. 
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SKILLS  CONTENT  STRATEGIES AND SUB-SKILLS 
To test if the learner is able to … 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

READING & 
VIEWING 

PRESCRIBED TEXT TYPES: 
 
• Stories, e.g. contemporary realistic fiction, 

  traditional stories (myths and legends, folk 

  tales, fables), adventure stories, science fiction, 

  biographies, historical fiction 

 

• Poetry 

• Information texts, e.g. procedures, factual recounts, 

  general knowledge texts, informative texts such as 

  reports 

• Media texts, e.g. advertisements 

• Visual literacy: advertising (posters  and 

advertisements),  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading/viewing 

Use reading strategies: 
• To understand the text 

• For close and critical reading of the text (reading 

comprehension) 

• Text features – titles, illustrations,  headings, subheadings,  

• Text structures – lists, sequential order, 

description, procedures, main point and supporting 

points, narrative sequence.  

• Visual literacy 

-- Persuasive techniques: emotive language, bias 

-- Impact of use of layout and design features, e.g. 

   font types and sizes, headings and captions, 

  images 

 Poetry 

• Theme and message 

• Imagery, e.g. simile and personification, word 

choice, tone, emotional responses 

•Sound devices, e.g. Lines, words, stanzas, rhyme, 

rhythm, punctuation, repetition, refrain, alliteration 
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SKILLS  CONTENT  STRATEGIES AND SUB-SKILLS 
To test if the learner is able to … 

 

 

 

•  

Story line 

• Identify the main character  

• Key features of the text : e.g. identify plot and setting of a story 

• Describe the background and setting  

media texts 

• Audience and purpose : To whom is the text directed 

• Identify main ideas and supporting ideas 

• Key features of the text : Language, audience and message 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WRITING AND 
PRESENTATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Word writing, e.g. lists 

• Sentence writing 

• Paragraph writing 

 

 Creative writing 

 

• Descriptive, e.g. descriptions of people, places, 

  animals, plants, objects, etc. 

 

• Narrative, e.g. stories, personal recounts, diaries/ 

  diary entries, autobiography 
 

Pre-writing/planning 

• Consider target audience and purpose 

• Consider type of writing 

• Brainstorm using mind-maps/lists 

• Organise ideas 

 

Drafting 

• Word choice related topic 

• Structuring sentences 

• Main and supporting ideas 

• Specific features of the required text (e.g. direct 
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SKILLS  CONTENT  STRATEGIES AND SUB-SKILLS 
To test if the learner is able to … 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LANGUAGE 
STRUCTURE & 
CONVENTIONS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

speech for dialogue, labels and captions for 

diagrams) 

• Reads own writing critically 

 

• Revising, editing, proofreading and presenting 

• Revises: improves content and structure of ideas 

• Refines word choice, sentence and paragraph 

structure 

• Edits: corrects mistakes in grammar, spelling and 

Punctuation The content that should be covered is listed 

below. 

Strategies and sub-skills: Learners are required to identify, 

understand and use the grammatical structures and 

conventions listed below in context. They should also learn  

 

 

how to apply the rules. Vocabulary development is included in 

this section below in context. They should also learn how to 

apply the rules. 
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SKILLS  CONTENT  STRATEGIES AND SUB-SKILLS 
To test if the learner is able to … 

 
 
 
 

• Presents neat, legible final version 

The content that should be covered is listed below. 

Strategies and sub-skills: Learners are required to identify, 

understand and use the grammatical structures and 

conventions listed below in context. They should also learn 

how to apply the rules. Vocabulary development is included in 

this section below in context. They should also learn how to 

apply the rules. 

NOUNS 

Common nouns: countable nouns e.g. book – books and 

uncountable nouns e.g. sugar, hair 

Uses nouns that only have plurals e.g. scissors, trousers 

Uses proper nouns correctly e.g. with capital letter 

PRONOUNS 

Use of personal pronouns e.g. I, you, he, she, it, they; me, 

you, him, her, it, us, them 

ADJECTIVES 

Use of adjectives before nouns e.g. The small dog. 
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SKILLS  CONTENT  STRATEGIES AND SUB-SKILLS 
To test if the learner is able to … 
VERBS 

Uses forms of the verb ‘to be’ e.g. am – is - are; was – were 

TENSE 

Uses tenses appropriate for the text type being studied, 
including: 
 

 
 
 


