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Annex 5. Further PIRLS findings

Reading scores by gender

In South Africa, boys perform lower than girls (almost 0.5 standard deviations lower) and the share of boys not
reaching the minimum proficiency level (MPL) in reading is higher (by around 10 percentage points).

The gap between girls and boys did not significantly change between 2016 and 2021. However, the share of girls
not reaching the MPL has increased significantly, by 4 percentage points, while the share of boys not reaching the
MPL has only increased by 1 percentage point.

FIGURE A5.1. READING SCORES BY GENDER
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Note: MPL: minimum proficiency level.
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