MEDIA RELEASE

02 APRIL 2026

DEPARTMENT OF BASIC EDUCATION COMMITTED TO STRUCTURED,
INCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT TO DRIVE CONTINUED IMPROVEMENT IN
INCLUSIVE EDUCATION

Following receipt of the recent memorandum from Autism Matters and partners,
representing members of the inclusive education community, the Department wishes
to reaffirm its commitment to constructive, structured engagement. Committed

We acknowledge the concerns raised and emphasise that inclusive education is 1 of
the 5 key priorities for the 7t Administration. These matters are therefore currently
enjoying consideration from the highest levels of DBE. They are already being
addressed within established processes including white paper 6, the Ministerial Task
Team and the Inclusive Education Directorate, amongst others. As such, we call on
all stakeholders to continue to engage with these existing frameworks, which are
designed to ensure meaningful participation and sustainable outcomes.

Importantly, several organisations representing individuals living with autism and the
broader community living with various disabilities, are already actively involved in
these ongoing processes and have continued to serve as meaningful partners in the
conversation around inclusive education and have helped shape a collaborative and
solutions-oriented approach.

Moreover, these discussions are part of a broader programme of ongoing
engagement with inclusive education stakeholders and organisations, which take
place on a quarterly basis. The next meeting in this series has already been
scheduled for the middle of this year, where these matters will continue to be
addressed in a structured and solutions-orientated approach manner.

We remain committed to positive engagement and believe that progress is best
achieved through coordinated efforts rather than parallel or fragmented processes. In
this regard, we will continue working closely with sector leadership, including
Disabled People of South Africa (DPSA) and others, to ensure alignment and
coherence in our approach. The position of the Department remains we are open
and committed to engagement, but this engagement must take place within the
established processes that are already in motion.

This ensures that all voices are heard in an organised, equitable, and impactful way.
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A Reading Nation is a Leading Nation



