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2023/24 ANNUAL TEACHING PLAN FOR MULTI-GRADE SCHOOLS: GEOGRAPHY INTERMEDIATE 

PHASE 

Term 1 

Week  Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Teacher Role 

Topic Map skills Map skills Map skills  

1 Side views and plan 
views  
                

• Side views and 
views from above of 
simple objects-such 
as a cup, hat, shoe, 
box, apple 

• Plain views-such 
as table, classroom, 
simple buildings, trees 
and a sports field 

• Pictures showing 
side views and plain 
views 

World map and compass 
direction   
                       

• Position of equator, north and 
south poles on a globe 

• The seven continents (review 
form Grade 4) 

• Eight points of the compass-
N/S/E/W/NE/NW/SE/SW 

• Eight directions from a fixed 
point on a world map. 

Latitude and longitude 
(degrees) 
                 

• Latitude and longitude 
on a globe (degrees) 

• Concepts of hemisphere 

• Northern and southern 
hemisphere-divided by 
the equator 

• Eastern and western 
hemisphere-divide by the 
Greenwich Meridian and 
180-degree longitude 
 

Grade 4: Teacher explains to 
learners the difference 
between side views and plan 
view and use examples. 
Grade 5: Learners will be 
focussing on the eight cardinal 
points. 
Grade 6: Learners introduced 
to Latitude and Longitude and 
Hemispheres and apply on a 
map and globe. 

2-3 
 

Symbols and Keys  

• Symbols as simple 
pictures or letters 

• Symbols on a simple 
large-scale map 
(farm, village, town or 
city) 

• Keys as lists of 
symbols with their 
meaning on South 

Africa our continent (oceans, 
countries and main cities)  

• Position of Africa on a world 
map and globe (review form 
Grade 4) 

• Oceans around Africa (names 
and locations) 

• Concepts of countries and 
borders 

• Countries of Africa 

• Any place on the globe is 
in two hemisphere-north 
or south and east or 
west 

• Location of South Africa 
in southern and eastern 
hemispheres 

• Latitude and longitude 
on a map (degrees)-from 
a globe to a flat map 

Grade 4: Learners need to link 
symbols on a map to real 
features. Learners can develop 
their own symbols. 
Grade 5: Learners need to use 
the symbols on a map of Africa 
to identify different features on 
the continent. 
Grade 6: Learners introduced 
to Latitude and Longitude and 
Hemispheres and apply on a 
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African maps 

• Drawing or completing 
own map using 
symbols and a key 

• Map of South Africa 
(features, provinces, 
cities, oceans, local 
area) 

• Landlocked or with a coastline: 
N, S or Equator 

• Madagascar- a country and an 
island 

• Zanzibar-an island of Tanzania. 

• Locate selected 
countries and cities in 
degrees of latitude and 
longitude 

 
 
 

map and globe.  

4-5 
 

Grid references 

• Concepts of alpha-
numeric grid 
references 

• Grid references of 
symbols on a simple 
grid 

• Read and giving grid 
references on a 
simple, large scale 
map 

Compass directions 

• North, South, East 
and West in Local 
area  

• Compass direction (N, 
S, E and W) on a map 

• Africa our continent (oceans, 
countries and main cities)  

• Location of all countries must 
be aligned with the cities below. 

• Big cities of Africa-including 
Cairo, Lagos, Johannesburg 
Nairobi 

• South Africa’s neighbours 
(Botswana, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, Namibia, 
Swaziland, Zimbabwe) 

• Concept of capital cities Capital 
cities of South Africa and 
neighbouring countries 

Scale  

• Concept of scale 

• Small- and large-scale 
maps - different scales 
for different maps - from 
world maps to street 
maps 

• Line scales and word 
scales 

 
 
 

In Grade 4 The teacher will 
introduce learners to simple 
alpha-numeric grid – (drawing 
blocks with alphabets and 
numbers) and Compass 
directions.  
Grade 5 Learners need to 
locate different features on a 
map of Africa. 
In Grade 6 Learners use scale 
to determine the use of 
different maps and calculating 
distances.  

6-8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A map of South Africa                

• Sea and land on a 
map – how this is 
shown  

• Names of oceans 
along South Africa’s 

A physical map of Africa 
                   

• Features on a physical map: 
high and low areas, mountains, 
rivers, lakes 

• Way of showing height above 
sea level on a physical map 

Scale  

• Measuring straight-line 
distances between cities 
on a South African and 
world map 

Atlases, global statistics 

Grade 4: Learners are 
introduced to the South African 
landscape and must identify 
certain features.  
In Grade 5: Learners need to 
locate different features 
(mountains, highest peak, 
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coastline  

• Provinces – names 
and locations on a 
map of South Africa  

• Main cities or towns 
of own province and 
location of own 
settlement 

 

• Location on a map (including 
basic information about each 
feature) 

• Africa’s highest mountains: 
Kilimanjaro and Mount Kenya 

• Southern Africa’s highest peak: 
Thabana Ntlenyana in the 
uKhahlamba-Drakensberg 
range 

• Africa’s three largest lakes: 
Victoria, Tanganyika, Malawi 

• Africa’s great rivers: Nile, Niger, 
Congo, Zambezi, Limpopo, 
Gariep-Orange 

• South Africa’s famous 
waterfalls: Victoria, 
Maletsunyane, Augrabies 

• Africa’s great deserts: The 
Sahara and Namib 

• Physical features as borders 
between countries-focus on 
rivers and lakes 

Images of Africa  

• photographs of a range of 
scenes and landscapes in 
Africa-such as physical 
features, settlement types, 
buildings and human activities 
(asking questions and 
extracting information). 

• Using grid references provided 
on a map to give appropriate 

and current events 

• Kinds of information 

provided in an atlas 

• How is the content page 

of an atlas organised? 

•  
 
 

lakes, waterfall, deserts, etc.) 
on a map of Africa. 
In Grade 6: Learners use 
scale to determine the use of 
different maps and calculating 
distances. 
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 location  

9 -11 Test:  

Source-based (21 

marks) 

Paragraph writing 

(4marks) 

25 Marks 

Revision and Assessment 
 

Test: Map skills  

30 Marks 

Test:  

Map skills  

40 Marks 

Informal assessment occurs on 
an on-going basis. Formal 
assessment would be 
according to the assessment 
programme provided. 
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Term 2 

Week  Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6  

Topic Places where people live 
(settlements) 

Physical features of South 
Africa 
 

Population: Why people live 
where they do? 
 

TEACHER ROLE 

1-3 People and places 

• Places to live in: farm, 
village, town, city 

• Work: jobs people do in 
different places 

• Buildings in different 
places and their uses –
Buildings such as houses, 
animal shelter, shops, 
schools, clinics, banks, 
offices, places of worship, 
factories, garage and 
train stations etc. 

• Roads and footpaths- 
how they are used within 
settlements 

South Africa from above 
(physical map)  

• High places and low places 
(review “sea level and” 
height above sea level)’ 

• Coastal plains, 
escarpment, plateau 
(concepts and location of 
features in South Africa) 

• Location of the Highveld, 
Lowveld, Great Karoo, 
Little Karoo, Kalahari and 
Namaqualand 
 

 

People and provinces in South 
Africa  

• Population distribution and 
population density (Concepts) 

• Population distribution in 
South Africa (distribution 
map) 

• Total population figures for 
each province (reading 
graphs) 

• Average population density 
for each province (reading 
graphs) 

• Reasons for location of 
settlements- such as climate, 
vegetation, natural features, 
laws (past and present), 
resources and human 
activities (mining, fishing and 
trade) 

Grade 4: Teacher will 
explain the concepts of 
different settlements and 
their use. Rural and 
urban settlements, types 
of roads, different 
buildings and the different 
kinds of jobs people do in 
different places. 
Grade 5: The teacher 
shows links between 
physical features and 
human activities. 
Grade 6: The teacher will 
briefly explain settlement 
patterns, population 
distribution and economic 
activities in South Africa. 
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 4-5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Landmarks and explaining 
the way  

• Identifying landmarks- 
natural and human-made 
features 

• Describing and drawing a 
short journey- such as the 
way to school 

• Explaining how to get 
from one place to 
another-left, right, 
straight, landmarks and 
names of roads. Using 
the four cardinal points.  

 
 

Physical features 

• Mountains, mountain 
ranges, valleys and hills, 
rivers, waterfalls, coast 
lines- capes and bays 

• Location of main physical 
features in own province  

• Location of selected 
physical features in South 
Africa- such as Table 
Mountain, Ukuhlamba-
Drakensberg, Waterberg, 
lake St. Lucia, Augrabies 
Falls, Cape Point, Algoa 
Bay (maps).  

• Why people live where they 
do  

• Concepts of rural and urban 

• Why people move from rural 
to towns and cities/ urban 
areas 

 
People and provinces in South 

Africa 

Population distribution in South 

Africa on a distribution map 

Total population figures for each 

province (reading graphs) 

Average population density for 

each province (reading graphs)  

 
 

Grade 4: The teacher 
explains the differences 
in the concepts of natural 
versus human made 
landmarks. Learners 
draw a sketch between 
two points, highlighting 
directions, landmarks and 
roads. 
Grade 5: Baseline of 
concepts of natural 
versus human made 
landmarks. Teacher 
provides learners with a 
map of South Africa. 
Learners locate various 
physical features on the 
map. 
Grade 6: Teachers link 
population distribution 
and density to natural 
features as well as 
climate, vegetation, 
resources and human 
activities. 
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6-8 
 
 

People and their needs 
What all people need: Water, 
food, shelter, health care and 
energy 

 
People and their needs 
What all people need: Water, 
food, shelter, health care and 
energy 
 

Rivers 

• Where rivers begin and 
end- direction of flow from 
high areas to the sea 

• Concept of river systems- 
tributaries and catchment 
areas 

• Main rivers of South Africa- 
identifying the sources, 
major tributaries and 
directions of flow (map). 

Physical features and 
human activities 

• Links between physical 
features and human 
activities, where people live 
and what they do      
(human activities) 

• Ways in which human 
activities changed physical 
landscapes (One case 
study included) 

• Impact of dams on the 
physical environment 

People around the world 
Population distribution around 
the world (distribution map) 
Major cities and their population 
size (map) 

• Case study of a major city to 
highlight the reasons for its 
location 

 

In Grade 4: The teacher 
will narrate a story based 
on a real-life situation 
about people and their 
needs. 
In Grade 5: The location 
of main rivers of South 
Africa using a map. 
In Grade 6: Factors 
influencing the location of 
settlements (major cities). 
Link the location of 
settlements to factors 
such as water, climate & 
mineral resources. 
Teachers select a city as 
a basis for case study 
highlighting the factors 
influencing its location. 
 
 

9-11 Controlled test: Source-

based and paragraph 

writing 

Term 1 - 10 marks 

Term 2 - 15 marks 

Total: 25 Marks 

Revision and Assessment 
Test - Source based and 

paragraph question 

Term 1 – 10 marks 

Term 2 -   20 marks 

Total Marks: 30 Marks 

 

Formal Assessment: 

Controlled Test: 

Term1 content:  15 marks 

Term 2 content: 25 marks 

Total marks: 40 marks 

Informal assessment 
occurs on an ongoing 
basis. Formal 
assessment according to 
the assessment 
programme in CAPS 
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Term 3 

 Week Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Notes for the Teacher 

Topics Water in South Africa Weather, Climate and 
Vegetation of South Africa  

Climate and Vegetation 
around the World. 

 

4-6 
 

Water as a resource     

• Storing water 

• Why people need to store 
water 

• Ways of storing water-
such as in dams, water 
tanks, buckets and pots 

 
How do people get their 
water? 
                   

• Rivers, streams and 
springs- people collecting 
and carrying water 
directly from natural 
sources 

• Bore holes and wells- 
getting water from 
underground 

Observing and recording 
the weather (Independent 
project) 

•   Observe and record the 
daily weather over a two-
week period 

• Report on temperature, 
cloud cover, precipitation 
and wind, using terms 
such as hot, warm, cold, 
cool, cloudy, partly 
cloudy, clear, dry, wet 
and windy 

• Include observations of 
wind direction and 
weather patterns over the 
period of observation 

• Observe and comment 
on how weather affects 
the daily lives of people 

 

Tropical Rainforests 

• Location on earth 

• Climate: temperature 
rainfall patterns (monthly 
averages) 

• Natural vegetation and 
wildlife in a forest 

• Deforestation – reasons, 
consequences with a 
case study 

 
Hot deserts          

• Location on earth 
    Climate: temperature and 

rainfall patterns (monthly 
averages) 

 

Grade 4: Learners will 
discuss how people get their 
water. 
Grade 5: Learners will study 
a map showing rainfall 
patterns in South Africa. 
Grade 6: Learners will do 
data handling – Graphs from 
Atlas 

7-8 Water as a resource    

• Trucks with water 
containers for places that 
do not have other 
sources 

• Taps – water travels long 

Rainfall            

• Rainfall in South Africa 
(distribution map) 

• Rainfall patterns-
summer/winter/all year 
(maps; bar graphs for 

Hot deserts          

• Natural vegetation and 
wildlife in a desert 

• How people live in a 
desert –examples of 
lifestyles 

Grade 4: Learners are taught 
about the use of water for 
personal lives, farming and 
factories. 
The teacher will also teach 
the water use cycle.   
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pipes from big dams to 
purification plants, 
reservoirs and finally to 
taps in communities, 
homes and other 
buildings 

  

selected places) 
Climate             

• Differences between 
weather and climate 

• Different kinds of climate 
in South Africa (hot, 
warm, cold, cool, dry, 
wet, humid) 

Natural Vegetation         

• Concept of natural 
vegetation 

• Links between natural 
vegetation and climate-
examples of plants and 
adaptations to climate 
around South Africa 
 

 
Coniferous forests 

• Location on earth 

• Climate: temperature and 
rainfall patterns (monthly 
averages) 
 

In Grade 5: Learners observe 
the weather over a two-week 
period and report on the 
findings. 

 
Grade 6: Learners will be 
working with maps and 
graphs and record rainfall and 
temperature etc.  

9                                                         REVISION AND ASSESSMENT 

10 Test - Source based and 

paragraph question 

25 Marks 

 

Project: Observing and 

recording Weather 

30 Marks  

Test: Source based and 
paragraph question 
 
40 Marks 

 
 

Informal assessment occurs 
on an ongoing basis. Formal 
assessment would be 
according to the assessment 
programme provided 
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Term 4 

Week  Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Teacher Role 

Topics Food & Farming in South 
Africa 

Minerals & Mining in South 
Africa 

Trade  

1-3 People and food         

• Food people eat – from 
plants and 
animals(classifying) 

• Ways people get their food- 
buying, growing, collecting, 
fishing, hunting. 

 
Ways of farming             
Farming for self and family 
(subsistence farming) 

 

Mineral and coal resources 
of South Africa              

• Minerals as non-
renewable resource 

• Main minerals mined in 
South Africa and their 
uses-including gold, 
platinum, diamonds, iron 
ore, chrome, copper, 
silver and manganese 

• Coal as a non-renewable 
source 

• How coal is formed 

• Uses of coal 

• Location of mineral and 
coal mines and links to 
settlement patterns (map)  
 

Why people trade               

• Trade as the exchange 
of goods 

• Trade as buying and 
selling of goods for 
money 

• Exports and imports-
between South Africa 
and the world 
 

What people trade      

• Goods: 

•  Raw materials (primary 
activities)  

•  Manufactured goods 
(secondary activities) 

• Skills and services 

Grade 4: Learners are 
introduced to primary 
economic activities. 
Grade 5: Learners taught 
two of South Africa’s major 
primary economic activities 
i.e. farming and mining. 
Grade 6 Learners explore 
trade and materials. 
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4-6 Ways of farming              

• Farming crops and animals 
to sell (commercial 
farming)  
✓ Growing food in towns 

and cities subsistence 
vs. Commercial 
farming. 

 
Crop & stock farming        

• Crop farming-important 
crops of South Africa 

• Case study of fruit farming 
in South Africa 

• Stock farming-large stock, 
small stock and poultry 

• Case study of stock 
farming in South Africa 

 

Mining & the environment     

• Concept of mining 

• Ways of mining 

• Open pit/surface mining 

• Shaft and deep level 
mining 

• Impact of mining on the 
environment-example to 
include: 
✓ Pollution (water and air) 

• Destruction of vegetable 
and wildlife 

• Waste and waste disposal 
 
 
 
 

Resources & their value  

• Values of selected raw 
materials and 
manufactured goods 

• Case studies 

• From cocoa to 
chocolate 

• From gold to jewellery 
 
 

Grade 4: Teacher gives a 
background to stock and 
crop farming – Case 
studies can be given in the 
form of worksheets for a 
group or individual activity 
Grade 5: The impact of 
mining will be taught in 
term 3 under the topic  
‘water’. 
Grade 6: The teacher 
continues with concepts 
taught in weeks 1 – 3. 
 

7-8 Crop & stock farming        

• Location of main crop and 
stock farming areas in 
South Africa (symbols on a 
map). 

•  Major crops & stock of 
South Africa. 

 
 

Mining and people             

• Challenges of working in a 
deep gold mine-such as 
ventilation, heat, rock falls, 
dust open pit/ Surface 
mining vs. Shaft/ deep 
level mining. 

• Health and safety risks for 
miners- including silicosis 

• Rules to protect health 
and safety miners 

•  

Fair trading 

• Concepts of’ unfair 
trade and fair trade’’’ 

• The human cost of 
unfair trade-work and 
exploitation 

• Fair trade- case study 
of a positive project 
 

Grade 4: Learners shown 
the process in which raw 
materials are converted to 
manufactured goods using 
crops (cocoa to chocolate) 
and stock farming as an 
example. 
Grade 5: Teacher links this 
activity with a Life 
Orientation activity 
especially on safety issues. 
Grade 6: Consolidation 
regarding the process from 
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raw material to 
manufactured goods. Case 
study will use cocoa to 
chocolate. Case study on 
gold to jewellery. 

9-10                                                        REVISION & ASSESSMENT 

 Controlled Test: 

Term 3:  10 Marks 

Term 4:  15 Marks 

Total Marks: 25 Marks 

 

Test - Source based and 

paragraph question 

Term 3 – 10 Marks 

Term 4 - 20 Marks 

Total Marks: 30 Marks 

Controlled Test: 

Term 3: 15 

Term 4:  25 

Total marks: 40 marks 
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Annual Teaching Plan for multi-grade schools: History Intermediate Phase 

Term 1 

WEEK GRADE 4 GRADE 5 GRADE 6 TEACHER ROLE 

Topics  Local History An Ancient African society: 
Egypt 

An African kingdom long 
ago southern Africa: 
Mapungubwe 

 

1- 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

▪ How we find about the 
present in a local area 

• Information from pictures 

• Information from writing 

• Information from stories 
and from interviews with 
people 

• Information from objects. 
NB: Introduce the Project on 

classroom Museum display. 

Explain to the learners what is 

expected of them in the project 

and hand out a rubric. The 

project can be done in three 

sections outlined below:  

Section 1: collecting information. 

(Refer to the exemplar provided). 

 

 

 

▪ Way of life in ancient 
Egyptian society 

• Social structure in 
ancient Egypt 

• Hieroglyphics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

▪ Changes in societies in 
the Limpopo Valley 
between 900AD and 
1 300AD: bigger, more 
organised and more 
complex 

▪ Settlements in the 
Limpopo Valley before 
Mapungubwe: K2 and 
Schroda 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 4: The teacher 
should explain what local 
history is. Ask learners to 
find out the following about 
the area they live in, they 
can do this by interviewing 
the elders in their homes 
and communities. 

− What is the name of 
the area, village or 
farm? Does the 
name have a 
meaning? 

− Why did people 
choose to live in the 
area? 

− Are there any 
buildings such as 
churches, post 
offices, clinics, 
schools, etc? 

 NB: Allow learners to 
communicate their findings 
even using stories from 
interviews, written 
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information and objects. 
Grade 5:  The teacher 
what an ancient society is. 
Use the map of Africa to 
show the location of 
Egypt. 
Grade 6: Teacher links the 
topic to Grade 5 (an 
Egyptian society). Teacher 
uses a map of South 
Africa to show the location 
of Mapungubwe.  
The learners are to 
complete an activity based 
on the timelines about 
changes in societies in the 
Limpopo Valley between 
900 AD and 1300 AD. 

4-5 How we find out the history of 
a local area 

• Information from pictures 

• Information from writing 

• Information from stories 
and from interviews with 
people 

• Information from objects 
Section 2: Labelling and writing 

information. (Refer to the 

exemplar provided). 

 

▪ Way of life in ancient 
Egyptian society 

• Sphinx, pyramids and 
temples 

• Mathematics of 
astronomy 

• Medicine and 
physicians: diseases, 
anatomy, physiology 
and clinical 
examinations 

Mapungubwe: first 
state in southern Africa 
1220-1300 

• King and sacred 
leadership 

• First stoned-walled 
palace 

• Significance of 
Mapungubwe hill 

• First town 

• Distinct social classes 

Grade 4: Teacher gives 
learners a guided research 
task to complete based on 
Local History. 
Grade 5: Learners will do 
a task based on Egyptian 
society, e.g. Role of 
Pharaoh; discoveries; 
division of society in 
Egypt. 
Grade 6:  Teacher 
explains the structure of 
how the society was 
divided and the role of the 
king in Mapungubwe. The 
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learners will complete a 
source-based activity. 

6 – 7 Local History project for Grade 
4:  
 
Continue with Section 2 of the 
project. 

▪ The Nile River and how 
it influenced settlement 

▪  

▪ Mapungubwe: First 
state in southern Africa 

• Golden rhinoceroses 
and other golden 
objects (symbols of 
royal power and 
political leadership) 

• Trade across Africa 
and across Indian 
Ocean and beyond  
(globalisation) 

• Goods traded 

• People’s journey on 
foot: routes, dangers, 
finding the way 

• Today: World 
Heritage Site and 
Order of Mapungubwe 
 

Grade 4: Learners do a 
History Project based on 
Local History. 
Grade 5: Teacher will 
explain economic and 
strategic position of the 
Nile River and how it 
influenced settlement in 
Egypt (trade). Learners 
provided with map to 
locate the position of 
Egypt and the Nile River 
and complete a 
worksheet/ assessment 
task. 
Grade 6: Teacher will 
explain the importance 
and the symbolic meaning 
of the National Orders of 
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South Africa focusing on 
the Order of Mapungubwe. 
Learners will complete a 
task/worksheet. 

8 – 9 Section 3:  Showing information 
as part of a museum display. 
Learners present their project to 
the class during the Social 
Sciences (History) lesson. 

CASE STUDY: The tomb of 
Tutankhamen 

• Discovery of the tomb, 
who, when, why 

• What the discovery 
revealed about 
ancient Egyptian 
society 

▪ Change and continuity in 
the East Coast trade with 
settlements inland. 

 

 Grade 4: learners will do 
a History Project based on 
Local History. 
Grade 5: Teacher guides 
learners on reading and 
interpreting sources. 
Learners read a case 
study about the tomb of 
Tutankhamen and answer 
questions: Who, When, 
Why and What? 
Grade 6:  Teacher asks 
learners to name goods 
that were traded in both 
Asia and Mapungubwe. 

10 – 11                                                                REVISION AND ASSESSMENT 

 Project:  
Assessment and feedback  
 
Total - 25 Marks 

Test: 
Source based question and 
paragraph writing  
 
Total - 30 Marks 
 

Test: 
Source based question 
and paragraph writing 
 
Total - 40 Marks 
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Term 2 

WEEK GRADE 4 GRADE 5 GRADE 6 TEACHER ROLE 

Topics Learning from 
leaders 

A heritage trail through the 
provinces of South Africa 

Democracy and citizenship 
in South Africa 

 

1 – 3 A profile about 
lives and qualities 
of good leaders 
 
▪ A good leader 

• Listen to 
people 

• Is a servant of 
the people 
and works for 
the good of 
others. 

• Works with 
the team 

• Has courage 

• Is brave 

• Is dedicated 
and is 
wholeheartedl
y committed 
to his/her 
beliefs  

• Is dedicated 

▪ What is heritage? 
▪ Different examples of heritage 

from each province on a map 

• Heritage sites of 
significance, e.g. cradle of 
mankind in Gauteng 

 

▪ How people govern 
themselves in a 
democracy: our national 
government 

• The first democratic 
government in South 
Africa 1994 

• Political parties and 
voting in national 
elections 

 

Grade 4: Teacher 
gives brief 
background on the 
characteristics and 
qualities of a good 
leader; learners will 
be asked to identify 
their role models and 
give reasons why 
they chose them to 
be their role models.  
Grade 5: Teacher 
explains the concept 
of Heritage and use a 
political map South 
Africa to identify 
provinces and their 
capital cities. 
Learners will identify 
heritage sites in each 
province. 
Grade 6: Teacher 
and learners will 
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and is 
wholeheartedl
y committed 
to others and 

• Is prepared to 
sacrifice or 
give up 
something for 
the sake of 
others 

 

discuss how 
leadership takes 
place in their local 
areas, like tribal 
authorities or 
municipalities and 
how they come to 
power. 
Paragraph writing: 
learners will write a 
paragraph of 6-8 lines 
about the following:  
The first democratic 
government in South 
Africa in 1994 
Political parties and 
voting in national 
elections. Purpose of 
the constitution 
Teacher gives 

learners an activity on 

a timeline of events 

that took place 

between 1990-1994. 

4 – 5 ▪ Life stories of 
leaders who 
show the qualities 
of a good leader: 
 Nelson Mandela 

▪ Guiding 
questions 

• Heritage in objects, e.g.  
Mapungubwe in Limpopo 
OR 

• Heritage in people’s 
achievements, eg. Frances 
Baard in Northern Cape 

• Heritage in names of places, 

• Purpose of the constitution 

• The role of parliament 

• The importance of rules 
and laws 

• The justice system and 
equality under the law 

• Rights and the 

Grade 4:  Teacher 
will give learners 
background 
information on the life 
of Nelson Mandela 
OR Mahatma Gandhi. 
Learners will find out 
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• Why is he an 
example of a 
good leader? 

• Is it always 
easy to be a 
good leader? 

• Are leaders 
always 
popular? 

• Are leaders 
always 
perfect? 

• How can 
ordinary 
people follow 
the examples 
of good 
leaders? 
 
 
 

OR 

e.g.  names of rivers, dams 
and towns: Free State 
OR 

• Heritage and changing 
identities, e.g. The Castle in 
Western Cape 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

responsibilities of citizens in 
a democracy 

• The Constitutional Court 
 

• CASE STUDY: 
Fatima Meer: a      leader in 
building democracy 

OR 

• CASE STUDY: 
Pius Langa: Chief 
Justice and head of 
Constitutional Court 
2005 to 2009 

• Children’s rights and 
responsibilities 

Children’s Charter of South 

Africa 

what about Mandela 
or Gandhi makes 
them a good leader. 
Grade 5: Teacher 
gives learners an 
opportunity to do an 
activity on heritage of 
their own province. 
Grade 6: Teacher 
and learners discuss 
Rights and 
Responsibilities and 
compare them with 
the Children’s 
Charter. 
Case Study: learners 

will complete a 

worksheet on Judge 

Pius Langa’s OR 

Fatima Meer case 

study. 

 6 – 7 ▪ Life stories of 
leaders who 
show the qualities 
of a good leader: 

Mahatma 
Gandhi 

▪ Guiding 
questions 
o Why is he an 

example of a 

• Heritage and indigenous 
medicine, e.g. The healing 
properties of aloe in Eastern 
Cape 
OR 

• Heritage in architecture, e.g. 
Stone-walled towns of 
Kaditshwene in North West 

• Natural Heritage and indigenous 

▪ National symbols since 
1994 

• Coat of Arms 

• National flag 

• National anthem 
 
▪ HISTORY RESEARCH 

PROJECT 
A biography of a South African 

Grade 4 Teacher will 
give learners 
background 
information on the life 
of Mahatma Gandhi 
 The learners will 
write a line about 
events in Mahatma 
Gandhi’s life. 
(Learners can use 
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good leader? 
o Is it always 

easy to be a 
good leader? 

• Are leaders 
always 
popular? 

• Are leaders 
always 
perfect? 

How can ordinary 

people follow the 

examples of good 

leaders? 

knowledge system (IKS) 
Makhonjwa Mountains, the 
oldest in the world, e.g. 
Mountains and ancestors in IKS 
in Mpumalanga 

OR 
Heritage in the art, e.g. San Rock 

art in the Drakensberg in Kwa Zulu-

Natal 

who has contributed to building 

democracy 

their textbooks and 
other available 
resources as 
reference). 
Grade 5: continue 
with concepts on 
heritage taught in 
Weeks 3-5 
Grade 6: The teacher 
will explain the 
symbolic meaning of 
the following: 
-Colours of the flag 
- national anthem                    
( composer ; 
languages embraced 
in the anthem) 
- Coat of Arms 
 
Learners will develop 
a poster on either 
Coat of Arms or 
National flag 
focussing on 
awareness for the 
public on National 
Symbols. 
 

8 – 11                                                  REVISION AND ASSESSMENT 

 Controlled Test:  

Term 1 Content: 10 

Controlled Test 
Term 1 Content: 10 marks Term 2 

Project: To be introduced at 
the beginning of the topic on 
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marks Term 2 
content: 15 marks  
Source-based and 

Paragraph writing – 

4 marks 

Total - 25 marks 

content: 20 marks  
 
Total - 30 marks 

Democracy and citizenship.  
Total – 40 marks 
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Term 3 

HISTORY        

 Week Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Notes for the Teacher 

1 – 3 Transport through time Hunters-gathers and 
herders in South Africa 

Explorers from Europe and 
Southern Africa 

 

• Change and continuity 

• Causes and effect 
 
Transport on land 
-Animals carts, wagons, 
coaches, bicycle, steam 
engine, train, motor car  
- Case study: 
environmental damage 
caused by exhaust fumes 
in a big city. 
 

• Change and continuity. 

• Causes and effect 
 
How we found out about 
hunter- gatherers and 
herders 
 -Stories, rock paintings, 
objects and books. 
 
San hunter-gather society 
in the Later Stone Age  

• Lived off the 
environment. 

• The invention of the 
bow and arrow. 

• Social organisation 
 

• Change and continuity. 

• Causes and effect 
Reasons for European 
exploration  
- The European 
Renaissance 15th and 16th 
centuries. 
-Case studies  
– The contributions of 
Leonardo da Vinci AND/ 
OR Galileo Galilei 

• Grade 4 Teacher links modes of 
transport with how hunter- 
gatherers and explorers 
travelled. Learners taught about 
change and continuity and 
causes and effects in different 
grades and topics. 

• Grade 5 Learners are introduced 
to San hunter – gatherer society 
in the Later Stone Age.  

• Grade 6 Learners do case 
studies and answer questions 
based on them. 

4 -5 • Transport on water 
- Rafts, Canoes and 

reed boats. 
- Some of sailing 

ships. 
- The first steam 

ships. 

San hunter-gather society 
in the Later Stone Age 

 

• San beliefs and religion. 

• Rock Art  

Reasons for European 
exploration  

• New ideas and 
knowledge (including 
influence from 
elsewhere 

• Inventions: gunpowder, 

• Grade 4 Teacher continues with 
the topic on Transport on water.  

• Grade 5 Teacher teaches 
where, when, how and why 
Rock Art was created; 
interpretation of art and the 
South African Coat of Arms and 
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- Modern forms water 
transport  

 
 

magnetic compass, 
Spreading the Christian 
religion 

 

the Linton Rock Art Panel. 

• Grade 6 The teacher continues 
with the topic on reasons for 
European exploration. 

  6 – 8 Transport in the air 
-Balloons and airships. 
-Wright brothers and the 
invention of the first 
aeroplane. 
-Modern forms of air 
transport 
 

Khoi Khoi herder society 
in the Later Stone Age 

• Pastoral way of life. 

• How San and Khoi-Khoi 
shared the same 
landscape 

Trade and making profit 
-European trade route to 
the East via southern 
Africa 
-Dias and his crew 
encounter the Khoi-Khoi in 
Mossel Bay 
-The journey of Dias 
-The journey of Da Gama 
VOC 
  

• Grade 4 Teacher deals with 
transport in the air. 

• Grade 5 Learners read and 
discuss the Khoi-Khoi pastoral 
way of life and how the Khoi and 
San people shared the same 
landscape. Learners also do 
class activity (worksheet) on the 
section. 

• Grade 6 Learners study a map 
to identify the trade routes, as 
well as the journeys of Da Gama, 
Dias and the VOC ship. 

Week 9 -10                                                        Revision and Assessment 

 Test: Source-based and 
paragraph writing 
Total: 25 Marks 

Test: Source-based and 
paragraph writing 
Term 3 content only 
Total: 30 marks 

 Test: Source-based and 
paragraph writing 
Term 3 content only 
 Total: 40 marks 

 

 

Term 4  

 GRADE 4 GRADE 5 GRADE 6  

Week  Communication through 
time 

The first farmers in 
southern Africa  

Medicine through time Notes for the Teacher 

1 – 2 • Change and continuity 

• Time and chronology 
 

• Change and continuity 

• Time and chronology 

• Causes and effect 

• Change and continuity 

• Time and chronology 
 

• Grade 4 Learners discuss how 
language, symbols, songs, art 
and dance can be used to 
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-The oldest form of human 
communication 
- Postal system 
-Radio and Television 

-Why and when first African 
farmers settled in Southern 
Africa.  

-Indigenous healing in 
South Africa. 

communicate. Teacher asks 
learners to design and use 
symbols to communicate a short 
message with peers. 

• Grade 5 learners read about the 
arrival of the first farmers in 
southern Africa and use a map to 
indicate when, why and where 
the first African farmers settled. 

• Grade 6 Teacher explains what 
infectious disease is and asks 
learners to give examples of 
infectious disease. Learners do a 
comparison between indigenous 
healers and western doctors. 

3 – 5 Change in modern forms 
of communication  
 
-Early type- writers before 
electricity 
-Telephone 
-Telegraph 
 

How early African farmers 
lived in settled chiefdoms. 
-Homesteads and 
  villages 
-Agriculture 
-Social, political and 
economic structures 
 
  

Some Western scientific 
medical discoveries 
 The fight against 
infectious diseases  
-Vaccination against 
smallpox and the role of 
Edward Jenner. 
-The connection between 
germs and disease and 
roles of Louis Pasteur. 
-The germs that cause TB 
and the role of Robert 
Koch. 
 

• Grade 4 Teacher discusses the 
means of communication that 
were used in the past and those 
used today. Learners could 
identify those that are still used 
today. 

• Grade 5 Learners compare 
types and methods of farming 
used in the past and today. 

• Grade 6 Teacher discusses how 
methods of healing changed 
over time. All learners can draw 
timelines based on their topics. 

 6-7 Change in modern forms 
of communication  
 
-Computer 

How early African farmers 
lived in settled chiefdoms. 
 
-Roles of men, women, 

Case study – A 
breakthrough in surgery: 
the first heart transplant 
 

Grade 4 Learners to explain what 
messages and information are 
communicated by the different 
modern forms of communication. 
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-Internet 
-Cell phone 
 

  boys and girls 
-Role of the chief 
-Role of cattle 
 

 Grade 5 Continues with listed 
topics. 
Grade 6 learners complete the Case 
Study as indicated. 
 

8-10                                               REVISION AND ASSESSMENT 

 Controlled test – source-
based and paragraph 
writing 
Term 3: 10 marks 
Term 4: 15 marks 
TOTAL:  25 marks 

Controlled test: 
Source based and 
paragraph question 
Term 3: 10 marks 
Term 4: 20 marks 
TOTAL: 30 marks 

Controlled test: 
Source based and 
paragraph question 
Term 3: 15 marks 
Term 4: 25 marks        
TOTAL:  40 marks 

 

 

Programme of Assessment Grade 4 

Geography  

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

 Test: 25 marks 

Types of questions: 

Source-based and paragraph 

writing 

 

Controlled Test: 25 Marks 

Term 1 content: 10 marks 

Term 2 content: 15 Marks 

Types of questions: 

Source-based and paragraph writing 

 

Test: 25 Marks 

Types of questions: 

Source-based and paragraph writing 

 

 

Controlled Test: 25 Marks 

Term 3 content: 10 marks 

Term 4 content: 15 marks 

Types of questions: 

Source-based and paragraph 

Final SBA 

Weight 

15% 20% 15% Promotion 

weight 

50% 

Exam weight  

10% 

Term weight 50% 50% 50% 

  

SBA  80%    

 

EXAMS  20% 
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History  

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

 Project: 25 marks 

 

 

Controlled Test: 25 Marks 

Term 1 content: 10 marks 

Term 2 content: 15 Marks 

Types of questions: 

Source-based and paragraph writing 

 

Test: 25 Marks 

Types of questions: 

Source-based and paragraph writing 

 

 

Controlled Test: 25 Marks 

Term 3 content: 10 marks 

Term 4 content: 15 marks 

Types of questions: 

Source-based and 

paragraph 

Final SBA 

Weight 

15% 20% 15% Promotion 

weight 

50% 

Exam weight 

10% 

Term weight 50% 50% 50% 

 SBA  80%    EXAMS  20% 

 
Programme of Assessment Grade 5 
Geography  

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 
 Test: 30 marks 

Map Skills 
 

Controlled Test: 30 marks 
Term 1 content: 10 marks 
Term 2 content: 20 Marks 
Types of questions: 
Source-based and paragraph writing 
 

Project: 30 marks 
 

Controlled Test: 30 marks 
Term 3 content: 10 marks 
Term 4 content: 20 marks 
Types of questions: 
Source-based and 
paragraph 

Final SBA Weight 15% 20% 15% Promotion 
weight 
50% 

Exam weight  
10% Term Weight 50% 50% 50% 

 SBA 80% EXAMS 20% 

 
History  
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 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

 Test: 30 marks 
Types of questions: 
Source-based and paragraph writing 
 

Controlled Test: 30 marks 
Term 1 content: 10 marks 
Term 2 content: 20 Marks 
Types of questions: 
Source-based and paragraph writing 
 

Test: 30 marks 
Types of questions: 
Source-based and paragraph 
writing 
 

Controlled Test: 30 marks 
Term 3 content: 10 marks 
Term 4 content: 20 marks 
Types of questions: 
Source-based and 
paragraph 

Final SBA Weight 15% 20% 15% Promotion 
weight 
50% 

Exam weight  
10% Term Weight 50% 50% 50% 

                                                        SBA 80%    EXAMS   20% 

 

Programme of Assessment Grade 6  

Geography  

 Term 1 Term 2                         Term 3                Term 4  

 

 

Test: 40 marks 

Map Skills 

 

Controlled Test: 40 marks 

Term 1 content: 15 marks 

Term 2 content: 25 Marks 

Types of questions: 

Source-based and paragraph writing 

 

Test: 40 marks 

Types of questions: 

Source-based and paragraph writing 

 

 

Controlled Test: 40 marks 

Term 3 content: 15 marks 

Term 4 content: 25 marks 

Types of questions: 

Source-based and paragraph 

Final SBA 

Weight 

15% 20% 15% Promotion weight 

50% 

          Exam weight 

            10% 

Term Weight 50% 50% 50% 

 SBA 80% EXAMS 20% 
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History  

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

 Test: 40 marks 

Types of questions: 

Source-based and 

paragraph writing 

 

Project: 40 marks 

 

Test: 40 marks 

Types of questions: 

Source-based and paragraph writing 

 

Controlled Test: 40 marks 

Term 3 content: 15 marks 

Term 4 content: 25 marks 

Types of questions: 

Source-based and paragraph 

Final SBA 

Weight 

15% 20% 15% Promotion weight 

50% 

Exam weight 

10% 

Term Weight 50% 50% 50% 
 SBA 80% EXAMS  20% 

 
  
 
 
 


