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INTRODUCTION 
άBy 2030, South Africans should have access 
to education and training of the highest 
quality, leading to significantly improved 
learning outcomes. The performance of South 
African learners in international standardised 
tests should be comparable to the 
performance of learners from countries at a 
similar level of development and with similar 
levels of access.έ 

 
 

National Planning Commission: National Development Plan, November 2011) 
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STRATEGIC DIRECTION 
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STRATEGIC DIRECTION 
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How the sector plan relates to SDGs and other plans (and reports) 
 Sector plan 

Action Plan to 2019: Towards the 

realisation of Schooling 2030 

(access, redress, equity, 

inclusivity, quality, & efficiency) 

 

 Medium Term Strategic 

Framework (MTSF) 

NATIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

PLAN (NDP) 

 

DBE and PED 

five-year 

strategic plans 

 

DBE and PED 

annual 

performance 

plans 

 

Periodic reports on 

progress in the sector 

(see e.g., 2011 and 2013 

reports on DBE website) 

 

 DBE and PED 

annual reports 

 

Presidency 

 

Independent 

analysis 

conducted by 

DBE 

 

 

PED quarterly 

sector reports 

 

UNESCO 2030 

AGENDA & CESA 

2016-25 on the 

AFRICAN AGENDA 

2063 

 

External 

evaluations 

of key 

programmes  
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SIZE & SHAPE OF THE BASIC 
EDUCATION SECTOR 
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Provincial Education 

Departments (9) 

Education Districts (75) 
Circuit Offices (889) 

Schools (25 762) 

Public schools (23 796) 
Independent (Private) 

schools (1 966) 

Section 20 

Public schools 

Section 21 Public Schools 

(former Model C) 

Registered 

independent schools 

Unregistered independent 

schools (illegal) 

Non-subsidised 

independent schools 

Subsidised 

independent schools 
Greater financial autonomy 

Department of Basic 

Education (national) 

BASIC EDUCATION SECTOR 

7 
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NUMBER OF LEARNERS, EDUCATORS AND SCHOOLS IN 

THE ORDINARY SCHOOL SECTOR BY PROVINCE IN 2017 
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EDUCATION STATISTICS AT A GLANCE, 2017 

Size of the 
Schooling System: 

 

Learners: 12 892 273 

Educators: 433 320 

Schools: 25 762 

 

Official languages 

 

English, isiZulu, 
isiXhosa, isiNdebele, 

Afrikaans, siSwati, 
Sepedi, Sesotho, 

Setswana, Tshivenda, 
Xitsonga 

 

Sector  Learners Educators  Schools  

Public 12 490 132 399 156 23 796 

Independent   402 141 34 164 1 966 

Total 12 892 273 433 320 25 762 

Learners 

Public Independent

Educators  

Public Independent

Schools  

Public Independent
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SOCIAL JUSTICE PRINCIPLES USED TO 
MEASURE EDUCATION PERFORMANCE 

(a)Access 

(b)Redress 

(c)Equity 

(d)Efficiency 

(e)Quality 

(f) Inclusivity   
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PROGRESS OF THE 
PERFORMANCE OF THE 

SECTOR 



ACCESS 
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ACCESS TO SCHOOL 
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2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

5 year old39.6 48.7 52.2 59.2 61.7 60.4 63.9 78.6 83.6 84.9 84.6 85.3 87.2 85.8 88.1 88.0

6 year old69.3 75.8 83.2 86.1 84.6 87.7 86.8 95.2 96.2 95.6 95.8 95.5 95.9 98.2 97.3 96.6
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ACCESS TO SCHOOL 
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National Primary and Secondary completion rates 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Gr 7 Completion 84.9 87.1 87.9 88.8 89.2 90.3 90.3 90.9 92.2 92.8 93.4 94.2 94.4 94.4 94.1 95.2

Gr 12 Completion40.3 40.6 41.6 40.1 41.8 41.7 43.4 44.9 45.6 47.1 47.4 47.9 51.4 50.1 50.0 50.7
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ACCESS TO SCHOOL 
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Secondary completion rates 
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THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS OBTAINING 
¢I9 Ψa!¢wL/ΩΣ мффп ς 2016 
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REDRESS 

19 



AVERAGE AGE OF EDUCATORS 2004 - 
2017 
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ENTRY OF YOUNG TEACHERS 
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INFRASTRUCTURE FUNCTIONALITY BY 
PROVINCE 2017 

Province 

Running 

water 

Perimeter 

fence Electricity Internet 

Adequate 

toilets 

EC 74.2% 81.8% 79.6% 43.9% 69.9% 

FS 78.4% 78.4% 96.3% 77.4% 71.9% 

GT 95.9% 97.6% 95.0% 88.7% 97.8% 

KZ 54.6% 89.9% 86.9% 28.8% 77.2% 

LP 87.4% 86.2% 98.2% 55.5% 76.8% 

MP 80.2% 78.5% 94.2% 66.0% 91.7% 

NC 91.0% 92.7% 99.4% 76.5% 89.1% 

NW 77.0% 93.5% 87.3% 71.7% 81.5% 

WC 94.3% 92.7% 98.8% 98.4% 96.3% 

SA 75.9% 87.2% 89.9% 55.3% 79.9% 22 



EFFICIENCY 
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EFFICIENCY 

24 

Proportion of children having completed grade 1 by age 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

7 year olds 35.2 33.5 35.3 39.3 50.9 49.7 50.4 54.3 58.3 57.5 53.9 61.7 61.7 64.9 65.8 63.8

8 year olds 79.9 76.8 78.2 78.3 81.4 83.0 81.3 86.3 90.4 89.4 90.1 92.7 91.5 90.9 93.5 93.9

9 year olds 91.1 91.7 92.3 90.8 93.2 94.2 93.5 95.4 96.6 98.3 97.6 97.4 96.6 97.6 98.8 97.6
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EFFICIENCY 
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Percentage of repeaters by grade and gender, 2017 

Grade
1

Grade
2

Grade
3

Grade
4

Grade
5

Grade
6

Grade
7

Grade
8

Grade
9

Grade
10

Grade
11

Grade
12/

Primary Level Secondary Level

Male 6.3 9.6 8.1 10.5 6.6 8.7 5.8 13.1 14.2 26.5 21.0 9.7

Female 5.2 5.4 5.3 7.1 4.9 4.3 3.5 7.7 8.2 18.2 20.0 10.6

0.0

5.0

10.0

15.0

20.0

25.0

30.0

P
e

rc
e

n
ta

g
e 

25 



EFFICIENCY 
OUT OF SCHOOL YOUTH (AGE 7-18) 

  

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

No. 819 754 701 710 749 654 695 636 649 582 548 543 530 565 571 495

% 6.9 6.3 5.8 5.8 6.1 5.3 5.6 5.2 5.3 4.8 4.5 4.5 4.3 4.6 4.6 4.0
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QUALITY 
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QUALITY OF LEARNING 
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мффп ǘƻ нлмс ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ Ψ.ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊǎ-ƭŜǾŜƭΩ ŀǘǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ 
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INCLUSIVITY 
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INCLUSIVITY 

30 

Percentage of 7 to 15 year old with disabilities and those without disabilities 
attending educational institutions by province, 2014-2017 

EC FS GP KZN LP MP NW NC WC

Disabled 89.7 86.4 95.1 85.2 93.8 91.7 93.3 91.4 90.7

Not Disabled 99.0 98.9 99.3 99.3 99.8 99.2 97.9 98.7 98.7
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COMPLAINTS ABOUT EDUCATION, 2002 ς 
2017 

31 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Lack of books 20.3 18.0 14.0 15.0 12.9 10.0 9.7 6.3 6.2 6.1 6.3 6.5 3.7 4.3 3.5 4.0

Poor quality of teaching 4.4 3.5 2.8 3.7 3.4 6.0 3.5 2.3 2.3 2.9 2.1 1.9 1.7 1.7 1.4 1.5

Lack of teachers 5.1 4.2 3.8 4.5 4.0 8.4 3.7 2.7 2.1 2.6 2.8 2.1 2.0 2.7 2.4 2.1

Facilities in bad conditions 10.2 9.7 7.7 7.4 7.7 5.4 5.4 3.4 3.9 4.2 3.8 3.6 2.9 3.6 3.2 2.6

Fees to high 17.7 16.7 14.1 13.4 11.7 7.1 7.8 5.2 5.4 6.0 3.7 4.4 4.2 4.3 4.2 3.4

Classes too large 6.6 6.7 6.9 6.6 7.4 4.9 4.8 3.8 4.8 4.9 4.4 4.1 3.2 4.3 4.0 3.5
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SKILLS FOR A CHANGING WORLD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Cognitive 
Flexibility 

Emotional 
Intelligence Quality 

control 

Active 
listening 

NIR: FUTURE OF JOBS WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM 
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