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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

The diagnostic resource bank of items aims to improve the relationship between 

assessment and classroom instruction. Assessment for learning is the process of 

gathering information about a learner’s learning from a variety of sources, using a 

variety of approaches, or ‘assessment tools’, and interpreting that evidence to enable 

both the teacher and the learner to determine where the learner is in his or her 

learning; where the learner needs to go; and how best to get there. Teachers can 

adjust instructional strategies, resources, and environments effectively to help all 

learners achieve grade specific outcomes only if they have accurate and reliable 

information about what their learners know and are able to do at a given time. 

When findings of assessment results are used to improve classroom practice, learner 

performance in general can improve. The diagnostic assessment questions are 

designed to fulfil three purposes of assessment: namely to,  

 reveal the misconceptions learners bring as prior knowledge to a class;  

 measure the conceptual gains of a class as a whole; and 

 identify concepts that are weak areas of understanding for the individual learner or 

as a class/grade.   

A traditional multiple-choice question (MCQ) provides little information about the 

learner’s understanding of the concept/skill tested. The Department of Basic 

Education (DBE) has embarked on the design of diagnostic assessments using MCQs 

that are designed to assist teachers to diagnose learner misconceptions using the 

Pearson distractor rationale model as a basis for the classification of learner 

misconceptions. The diagnosis is also linked to the CAPS learning outcomes and skill 

acquisition.  This does not mean that there are only MCQ items in the booklet. 

MCQs designed for the diagnostic questions included in this booklet, include a 

breakdown of learners’ understanding through the incorrect responses. All distractors 

are written not only to focus the attention of the teacher on those learners who are 

able to identify the correct response, but also to assist the teacher in identifying and 

understanding the misconceptions captured in the incorrect responses. 
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2. PURPOSE OF THE DIAGNOSTIC TEST ITEMS 
 

This diagnostic resource should be used in conjunction with the requirements as 

stipulated in the CAPS document. It therefore does not replace the curriculum or the 

Annual Teaching Plans (ATP). The content therefore includes coverage from terms 

one to four and it focuses on certain selected topics and skills. However, there may be 

a need to align the topic or skills with the revised ATP to facilitate assessment for 

learning. 

Once the teacher has identified the gaps in the conceptual knowledge/ skill acquisition 

it would be easier to design targeted intervention programmes to bring learners on par 

for the transition to subsequent sub-skills. 

Once the teacher has identified the gaps in the conceptual knowledge/ skill acquisition 

it would be easier to design targeted intervention programmes to bring learners on par 

for the transition to subsequent topics. 

These diagnostic items should be used as a tool for teachers to assess the strengths 

and weaknesses of learners for the purpose of designing teaching and learning 

strategies that will address the individual needs of the learner. This would also enable 

the teacher to zoom into the skills and sub-skills that are required by each topic 

content selected in order to narrow the knowledge gap or misconception identified and 

to assist learners in the development and mastery of content and skills.   

This assessment should not be used for grading a learner; as the intended purpose is 

to facilitate learning. The use of the items should instead promote formative 

assessment. 
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3. THE STRUCTURE OF THE DIAGNOSTIC TEST ITEMS 
 

Items are framed to direct teachers to possible misconceptions which could be as a 

result of an earlier grade knowledge deficit, erroneous conceptual knowledge or lack 

of comprehension.  

MCQs are constructed in such a way that each distractor provides information on 

whether the learner has mastered the skill/concept or whether there is a 

misconception.  The distractors are graded according to four levels of understanding.  

Levels one, two and three enlighten the teacher about the nature of the 

misconception.  Level four is the correct response, see Table 1 for further clarity. 

Items are constructed to assess reading, viewing, language structures and 

conventions, writing skills and application.  

4. PROPOSED USE OF THE LANGUAGE ITEMS 

 
4.1 A teacher may select a text type and use some of the items for that text at 

different intervals i.e. as a revision activity, formative task, etc.  

4.2 Items may also be used as a baseline assessment if administered prior to 

teaching a particular lesson. A teacher may want to establish whether learners 

meet the basic skills and knowledge acquired from the previous grades. This 

will assist the teacher to know learners’ level of proficiency. 

4.3 Items may be used at the beginning of a phase to establish whether learners 

meet the conceptual knowledge for the new grade/phase. 

4.4 Certain items, per sub-skill assessed, may be selected from a section to 

compile a shorter activity. 

4.5 Items may be selected according to levels of difficulty and can be used to 

support learning according to different cognitive demands. Diagnostic items can 

also be selected according to cognitive levels.  

4.6 The teacher should decide when, where and how the assessment may be used 

to enhance teaching and learning. 
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5. DESIGN 
 

Table 1 lists and describes the types of errors that correspond to each of the four 

levels of understanding encapsulated in the Language MCQs. The distractor rationale 

as advocated by Pearson, 2004, forms the basis for diagnosing misconceptions. The 

taxonomies and cognitive levels as stipulated in CAPS (for Grades R-9) are 

incorporated into the levels of understanding to provide the teacher with holistic 

information about the level of performance.  

A more detailed unpacking of the nature of the misconceptions is addressed in the 

marking guidelines of each diagnostic item. 

 

Table 1: Levels of Understanding MCQs 

Levels of 
Performance Error analysis/diagnosis 

Level 1 

 Makes errors that reflect focus on decoding and 
retrieving facts or details that are not necessarily related 
to the text or question.  

 Learner invokes prior knowledge related to the general 
topic being tested, but response is not text-based.  

 These errors indicate that the learner is grabbing bits and 
pieces of information related to the text as he or she 
understands them, but the pieces are unrelated to the 
information required by the question being asked. 

Level 2 

 Makes errors that reflect initial understanding of facts or 
details in the text, but is unable to relate them to the 
components in the question.  

 They apply their limited knowledge as an 
overgeneralisation and therefore come to a weak 
conclusion or inference.  

 The learner may focus on literal/superficial aspects of a 
text and makes superficial connections to arrive at weak 
responses. 
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Levels of 
Performance Error analysis/diagnosis 

Level 3 

 Makes errors that reflect analysis and interpretation, but 
conclusions or inferences arrived at are secondary or 
weaker ones than required for correct response.  

 A distractor may be related to the correct response in 
meaning, but be too narrow or broad given the 
circumstances. 

Level 4 

Correct response. 

 consistently apply knowledge and reasoning skills 
required in the question;  

 apply their understanding and knowledge in a variety of 
relatively complex situations and explain their reasoning; 

 draw a conclusion from given context and justify their 
conclusion.  

 Etc. 
 

Each level of understanding is captured in the distractors of all the multiple-choice 

questions. An item will include distractors that correspond to each level of 

understanding set out in the Table 1. 

When learner responses are analysed the diagnostic distractors will reveal patterns in 

a learner’s understanding of the content being tested. The teacher is thus guided 

towards instruction that specifically addresses a learner’s understanding of a concept 

in the specific content. 

The three levels of difficulty are explained in Table 2 which are informed by both 

Barret and Blooms Taxonomies. Descriptors (verbs) that may be used for each of the 

difficulty level are summarised.   

Table 2: Levels of difficulty that incorporate the two Taxonomies 

Le
ve

ls
 o

f 
di

ffi
cu

lty
  

Bloom’s 
Taxonomy 

Descriptors from both 
taxonomies 

Barrett’s 
Taxonomy 

 

Ea
sy

 Remembering 
and 
Understanding 

Label, list, name, relate, 
recall, repeat, state, classify, 
re-group, rearrange, 

Literal 
comprehension/ 
Reorganisation 
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Le
ve

ls
 o

f 
di

ffi
cu

lty
  

Bloom’s 
Taxonomy 

Descriptors from both 
taxonomies 

Barrett’s 
Taxonomy 

assemble, collect, 
categorise, select, recognise, 
supply, separate, isolate 

 

M
od

er
at

e 

Application 
and Analysis 

Predict, infer, guess, 
translate, summarise, 
interpret, understand, 
rewrite, apply, demonstrate, 
illustrate, investigate, 
diagnose 

Inferential 
comprehension 

 

D
iff

ic
ul

t 

Evaluating and 
Creating 

Analyse, appraise, evaluate, 
justify, reason, criticise, 
judge, comment, appreciate, 
create, derive, combine, 
construct, devise, synthesise 

Evaluation and 
Appreciation 

 

6. MARKING GUIDELINES  
 

6.1 Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs): One mark is allocated per item. However, 

the focus of these assessments is not on scoring the learner, but rather on what 

the learner is able to achieve/not achieve.   

6.2 The marking guideline has columns indicating the item number, expected 

answer per item, the diagnosis or clarification, the level of understanding, the 

level of difficulty and the mark allocation. The mark allocation is merely a guide 

for the learner response and should not be the focus of the task. 

6.3 Open ended (OE) items: These items require an opinion and a reason as a 

response. A scoring guide has been included to guide teachers in identifying 

scores of 0/1/2 or more. The teacher is assisted in identifying and 

understanding the misconception and the level of skill development required to 

improve cognition and performance. 

6.4 Transactional and essay writing diagnostic rubric: The assessment criteria are 

Content, Language Construction and Format, Length and Planning. The 

competency descriptors have been developed according to grade levels and 
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are useful in informing the teacher of how learners should be scored and 

awarded scores for each criterion. The teacher would be able to collect and 

report data that reveals a learner’s level of competency per criterion.  The 

teacher would then be able to pay more attention to integrating language skills 

during the writing lessons.   

The teacher is able to diagnose the strengths and weaknesses of the learners 

according to the assessment criteria set out in the rubrics.  Teachers can then 

focus on those aspects of writing that are problematic.   

6.5 Language structures and conventions:  These items require learners to apply 

grammar skills in context to demonstrate their level of knowledge and 

understanding of all language aspects assessed. This stems from the 

assumption that grammar is taught for constructing texts in their context of use 

where real language is required. As a result, the application of grammar is not 

restricted to the analysis of isolated sentences as it explains the way in which 

sentences are structured to construct whole texts that learners learn to read 

and write. The marking guidelines provide insight on how to mark the test using 

scoring guides. The learner performance levels would assist the teacher to 

identify learners’ strengths and weaknesses and thus provide corrective 

measures and interventions for improved grammar usage.  

Table 3: Example of the Marking Guideline (for a MCQ) 

1. What is the main idea of the article? 

NO. EXPECTED ANSWER 

M
A

R
K

 

DIAGNOSTIC ANALYSIS 

LE
VE

L 
O

F 
U

N
D

ER
ST

A
N

D
IN

G
  

LE
VE

L 
O

F 
D

IF
FI

C
U

LT
Y 

1.1 A It is important to connect 
with many people on 
Facebook.   

A superficial connection is made to the 
contents of paragraph 1, but it does not relate 
to the purpose of the text.  

2  

B Not all contacts on 
Facebook are friends that 
you know.  

1 
The correct response. 4 M 

C 13-year olds like to boast 
about Facebook friends.   

Related to the text, but not to the main 
purpose that is focused in the text as a whole.   

3  

D The Internet is required to 
connect to Facebook.  

The response is not text-based. 1  
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7. MODERATION 
 

Internal moderation is important in assuring that the marking criteria/guideline is 

consistently applied, and that there is a shared understanding of the academic 

standards learners are expected to achieve. There should be processes in place for 

assuring comparability of marks for alternative assessments. Schools may therefore 

determine the format for moderation as a standardisation and quality-assurance 

measure. 

Moderation should focus on the following aspects amongst others:  

 

a) Content coverage: The alignment of the to the revised ATP content for the 

subject, 

b) Quality of individual items: The validity, fairness and practicability of each item 

within a test or task, 

c) Clarity of the instructions for specific items, 

d) Biasness and clarity of diagrams and pictures 

e) Ensuring that what is assessed is in line with what the learner has been exposed 

to 

f) The appropriateness of the language level of the learners for which it is designed, 

g) Coverage of cognitive skills: The consistency of the level of development of the 

learner regarding the cognitive levels of the test or task. 

h) Technical criteria: sufficient time allocation per item/test/task, layout, correct 

numbering, the memorandum/marking guideline matches the item, etc. must be 

considered. 

 

8. DATA ANALYSIS AND UTILISATION 
 

The teacher would be able to collect data on an individual learner, a class or for the 

entire grade and report at each level. Further data can be collected per 

topic/skill/content area. The teacher is also able to use the class or grade test/task to 

identify the knowledge deficit is. Since this is an exercise in assessment for learning, 
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targeted interventions can be designed to address strengths and weaknesses. 

Teachers would be able to give feedback to parents on learning gaps, deficits and 

strengths per learner. 

8.1 Purpose of the data analysis 
 

After administering a test/task the teacher can do his/her own diagnostic analysis to 

identify: 

a. the overall level of performance of the class/grade or school; 

b. individual learners or schools that need special intervention; 

c. groups of learners or schools who need special support; and  

d. sub-skills that require priority attention in teaching and learning. 

 
8.2 Use of basic statistics for analysis 

 
Basic statistics that can be used to summarise the data from a test include the 

following: 

 
a. mean (often called average) – calculated by adding the scores of all the 

learners and dividing the sum by the number of learners. The mean is one 

score that is used to summarise all the scores obtained by learners in a 

test/task. A high mean score represents high performance and a low mean 

score represents low performance. However, the mean score does not indicate 

how learner scores are spread from the highest to the lowest and thus is not 

adequate for identifying individuals who either over-perform or under-perform; 

 

b. median (or middle score) – calculated by first arranging the scores from the 

highest to the lowest and then determining the score that divides the data into 

halves. Half of the learners who wrote a test will have scores above the median 

score and the other half will have scores below the median score. If the number 

of learners is an odd number the median will be a real score that sits half-way 

between the extreme scores, e.g. 76, 57, 49, 45 and 39 have 49 as the median 

score. However, if the number of learners is an even number the median will be 

a score that may not belong to any of the learners calculated by adding the two 

adjacent scores that are half-way between the extremes and dividing their sum 
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by two (2), e.g. the median of 76, 57, 49 and 45 is calculated by adding 57 and 

49 and dividing the sum by two, i.e. (57 + 49)/2 = 106/2 = 52.  As can be 

observed, 52 is not one of the four given scores but it is the median score that 

sits half-way between the extreme scores, viz. 76 and 45. The median does not 

show what the extreme scores are, i.e. the highest and the lowest scores; 

c. maximum is the highest score obtained by a learner in a test; 

d. minimum is the lowest score obtained by a learner in a test; and 

e. range is the difference between the maximum and the minimum scores. The 

larger the range, the more diverse the ability levels of the test takers. A 

relatively small range indicates that the class of test takers has a relatively 

homogeneous ability profile. 

 
8.3 Available tools for data analysis 

 
Tools that are available for analysis of data include pre-programmed computer 

software such as the SA-SAMS in schools, the Microsoft Excel programme and 

even hand calculators. The Microsoft Excel programme, which comes with 

almost every computer software, is a reasonably easy-to-use tool for 

performing item-level diagnostic analysis of test data. An Excel spreadsheet is 

arranged in columns and rows.  

 
8.4 Preparing data for analysis on Excel 

 
Excel makes available useful formulae to calculate basic statistics. To prepare 

for analysis of data from an administered test, do the following: 

 
a. mark the test and write the scores obtained by each learner next to the relevant 

question/item number in their books or scripts; 

b. enter learner names and other particulars (e.g. the gender of each learner) in 

the rows, one after another; 

c. enter test item numbers in the columns, one after another; 

d. enter the score of each learner on each item in the correct cell (i.e. where the 

relevant column and row meet); 

e. check if all data has been entered correctly (i.e. do thorough data cleaning); 

f. use correct formulae to calculate the statistics that you want to use to 
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summarize and analyse the test data; and 

g. interpret the statistics in terms of what they suggest about performance of 

individuals in your class, performance of identifiable groups of learners (e.g. 

boys and girls) and performance in specific content areas. 

 
8.5   Analysis and interpretation 

 
To summarise the data, calculate the average percentage score, the median, 

maximum and minimum score percentages and you may do this separately for 

boys and girls. To make sense of the analysis it is recommended that different 

colour codes be used to mark specific observations (Excel provides a wide 

range of colour codes) and also represent findings with appropriate graphs to 

enhance visual impressions to aid decision-making on where to focus 

improvement interventions. For instance, the following observations can be 

made from the analysis that has been done: 

 

a. Overall performance 
 
Overall performance in this class, measured through the mean score, 

may be e.g. 54,4% which is relatively acceptable but still leaves room for 

improvement.  The median score for the class may be 56% which means 

that half of the learners obtained scores above 56% and another half 

obtained scores below 56%. 

 
b. Performance spread 
 

Although the mean and median scores were both above 50%, learner 

scores may range between 8% and 100% which is a fairly wide range 

that suggests diverse abilities in this class. This implies that intervention 

strategies will have to be diversified to the learning needs of different 

learners, i.e. a one-size-fits-all improvement strategy will not work in this 

class. 
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c. Individual learner differences in performance 
 

Individual learners who were identified to be particularly at risk have 

been indicated with e.g. red colour coding. They obtained scores below 

40% and thus fall within the “Not achieved” and “Elementary 

achievement” levels. They require special attention in terms of teaching 

strategies and learning opportunities. 

 
d. Group differences in performance 

 
Analysis was done at two group levels, viz. boys and girls. All the 

summary statistics indicate that the boys performed much lower than the 

girls. Their mean score was 49,3% against the 60% mean score 

obtained by girls. The median score for the boys was 4% lower than that 

of the girls, viz. 52% against 56%. Boys’ scores ranged between 8% and 

88%, while the lowest score for the girls was 32% and the highest was 

100%. It is evident that in this class boys require a different or more 

focused intervention than the girls. 

 
e. Performance in specific topics or skills  
 

The percentage scores per item indicate the items and, therefore, the 

topic or skill where interventions must focus. The analysis and diagnosis 

(from 8.5a – e) identifies: 

 
i. learners who need special attention; and  

ii. components that require special focus. 

The analysis also suggests what materials will be required to 

improve on the identified areas, what extra support the teacher will 

need (if necessary), whether additional time will be required, who 

else should be involved in the interventions and a host of other 

possibilities that the data analyser may see fit in their context. 
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8.6 Diagnostic or error analysis 
 

Error analysis is the study of errors in learners' responses with a view to look for 

possible explanations for these errors. It provides specific information about the 

relative skill proficiency or misconception a learner has in his/her response, in 

order to understand what the learner can or cannot do.  It is a multifaceted 

activity, for the teacher, because it involves analysis of the correct, partially 

correct and incorrect thought processes of the learners’ individual responses and 

thinking about possible remediating interventions that might work well. 

Understanding the errors, that learners make will determine how learners are 

grouped for intervention purposes to enhance effective teaching. 
 
 

9. HOW TO ANSWER MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS (MCQS) 
 

9.1 The Structure of an MCQ 
 

An example of the structure of the MCQ item is exemplified below.  

 What direction does the sun set?    STEM 
 

 

 Explanation: 

 A stem is the question or statement to respond to. 
 Distractors are incorrect options that are plausible 
 A key is the correct answer 

 

 

 

 A 

B 

C 

D 

East 

South   DISTRACTORS 

North 

West                KEY                   
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9.2 Strategies for answering MCQs 
 

9.2.1 Read the question carefully.  Understand the question and be sure of what 

is expected of you.  Underline the key words in the question.  You may 

need to read the question more than once. 

9.2.2 Try to answer the question before you check out the options.  You may be 

required to work out the answer before you are able to choose the correct 

option.   

9.2.3 Read each option cautiously.  Delete the options that you are sure is 

incorrect, until you are left with the correct option.   

9.2.4 Make sure that the option you have chosen matches what the question 

requires. 

9.2.5 Often there will be an option that will obviously be wrong.  Eliminate this 

option. 

9.2.6 Two options may sound alike.  However, one of the options may be 

partially correct; it may be a partial answer to the question.  Re-read the 

question to make sure that the option fully answers the question. 

9.2.7 If you are unsure of which options are incorrect, leave the question and 

move to the questions you are sure of.  However, make sure that you 

come back to the question. Don’t leave blanks.  Choose an option for 
every question. 

9.2.8 There will be only ONE correct option. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note to the learner! 
 

 There is no pattern in which 
the answers are arranged. 

 
 Check your work.  If you 

made a mistake, strike out 
the incorrect option and 
circle the correct answer. 
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Texts 
Text 1: Story - A clever answer 
Text 2: Recipe - Banana Bread 
Text 3: Story - Maya’s new school bag 
Text 4: Poster - Class Rules 
Text 5: Story - Thato’s Holiday 
Text 6: Poem - Lebo saw his teacher  
Text 7: Story - Max  

SECTION
TWO

ASSESSMENT
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[Source: Adapted from www. LittleWorksheets.com  11.12.19] 

 

 

 

Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading 
comprehension 

Identify the main 
character 

 

Literal  E MCQ 1 
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Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Sequencing 
 

Literal  E MCQ 1 

 
 

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: Reading 
comprehension 

Higher order 
questions 

Inference  D MCQ 2 

 

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: Reading 
comprehension 

Sequencing 
 

Reorganisation M MCQ 3 

 

,

,

, ,

, ,
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Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension
: Reading 
comprehension 

Answer higher 
order questions  

 

Evaluation D MCQ 1 

 

 
 
Writing Independent 

Writing 
Tense Future Tense 

 
Application M MCQ 3 

 

 
 
Writing Independent 

Writing 
Spelling Plurals 

 
Application M MCQ 1 

 
 

‘ ’.
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Writing Independent 
Writing 

Grammar Identify 
adjectives 

Applicatio
n 

M MCQ 2 

  

 
 
Reading 
and 
Phonics 

Phonics Word 
Recognition 

Rhyming 
Words 

Literal Moderate MCQ 2 

 
‘ ’

 
 
Writing Independent 

Writing 
Grammar Conjunctions Application D MCQ 4 
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[Source:www.pinterest.com 11.312.19] 
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½
½ 

1/2

Grade 3 IsiZulu HL  
 

 

 

Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: Reading 
comprehension 

Details in the 
text 

Literal  E MCQ 3 

 

 
 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: Reading 
comprehension 

Higher order 
questions 

Inference  D MCQ 3 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Identify details 
in the text 

Literal  E MCQ 3 
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Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Sequencing Reorganisation D MCQ 3 
 

 

 

Writing Independent writing Spelling Plurals Application M MCQ 3 

 
‘ ’

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Phonics Letter sound 
recognition 

Rhyming 
words 

Literal M MCQ 3 

 
‘ ’
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Reading and 
Phonics 

Phonics Sound 
Recognition 

Vowel Digraph- 
‘silent e’ 

Literal  E MCQ 3 

 
‘ ’

 
Writing Independent 

Writing 
Punctuation 
 

Capital Letters, Commas 
and full stops 

Literal  M MCQ 3 

 

, , ,

, , , , , ,
, ,

, , , ,

, , , ,

 
 
Writing Independent 

Writing 
Grammar Subject verb 

agreement 
Evaluation M SR 3 

 

 
 
Writing Independent 

Writing 
Grammar Alphabetical 

order 
Reorganisation D SR 3 
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Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension
: Reading 
comprehension 

Details in 
the text 

 

Literal  E MCQ 1 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

- 

, ,

,

,

,

 
[Source: Adapted from www.pinterest.com 11.12.19] 
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Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Details in the 
text.  

Literal  M SR 2 

 

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Details in the 
text  

Literal  E  MCQ 1 
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Reading and 
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Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Describe the setting  
 

Literal  M MCQ 3 

 

 
 
Writing Independent Writing Grammar Punctuation Application E MCQ 1 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Writing Independent Writing Grammar Tenses Application M MCQ 1 
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Writing Independent Writing Grammar Synonym Application M MCQ 1 

 
‘ ’.

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Rhyming words Letter sound 
recognition  

Literal  M MCQ 1 
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[Source: Developed for DBE 11.12.19] 

 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Interpret 
graphical text  

Inference M MCQ 1 
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Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Interpret 
graphical text  

Literal  E MCQ 1 

 

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Interpret 
graphical text  

Literal  E MCQ 1 

 

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Interpret graphical 
text  

Literal  E MCQ 1 
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Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: Reading 
comprehension 

Interpret graphical text  
 

Inference  M SR 1 
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Reading and 
Phonics 

Phonics Vowel 
Digraphs- ea 

Letter sound 
recognition 

Literal  E MCQ 1 

 

...

 
 
Writing Independent Writing Grammar Identify Verbs Literal  M MCQ 1 
 

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Phonics Word 
Recognition 

Rhyming 
words 

Application E MCQ 1 
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Writing Independent 

Writing 
Grammar Use of 

conjunctions 
Application Moderate MCQ 3 

 

 
 
Writing Independent 

Writing 
Grammar Antonyms Application M MCQ 4 
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Literal  M SR 3 
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[Source: Adapted From ‘Teacher’s Friend: A Scholastic Company’ for DBE 11.12.19] 

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension
: Reading 
comprehension 

Identify the 
main idea 

Literal  E MCQ 1 
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Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Identify the main 
character 

Literal E MCQ 1 

 

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension
: Reading 
comprehension 

Key details 
about the 
text  

Literal 
Comprehe

nsion  

E MCQ 1 

 

.

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Details from 
the text 

Reorganisation E MCQ 1 
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Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Discusses cause and 
effect 

Evaluation D MCQ 1 

 

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading 
comprehension 

Answers a range of higher 
order questions about the 
text  

Inference D MCQ 2 

 

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Sequence the 
events in the story  

Literal  E MCQ 1 
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Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension
: Reading 
comprehension 

Answer higher order 
questions based on the 
text 

Details in the 
text  

M MCQ 3 

 

 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Phonemic 
Awareness 

Consonant 
digraph  

sh Applying M SR 1 

 

… i
 
 
Writing Independent Writing  Tense Present 

Tense 
Present progressive 

tense 
D MCQ 2 
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[Source: Adapted from www. poetryminute.org 10.12.19]  
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Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Details in the text 
 

Literal  E MCQ 1 

 

...

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Identify the setting of the 
text 

Literal  E MCQ 1 

 

...

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: Reading 
comprehension 

Sequencing 
 

Literal  M MCQ 1 
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Reading and 
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Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: Reading 
comprehension 

Punctuation 
 

Literal  D MCQ 1 
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Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Grammar 
 

Literal  M MCQ 1 

 

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: Reading 
comprehension 

Rhyming words 
 

Literal  E MCQ 1 
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Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Higher order  
 

Inference  D MCQ 3 

 

...

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Tenses 
 

Literal  M MCQ 1 

 

 

 

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Opposites 
 

Literal  E MCQ 1 
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Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Contractions 
 

Literal  M 
 

MCQ 1 
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[Source: www.k5learning.com 15.12.19] 

 
 
Reading and 
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Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: Reading 
comprehension 

Identify the main 
idea 

Evaluation M MCQ 1 
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Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: Reading 
comprehension 

Key details in the 
text 

Literal E MCQ 1 
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Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Key details in 
the text  

Inference  E MCQ 2 

 

 
 
Reading and 
Phonics 

Shared 
reading 

Comprehension: 
Reading comprehension 

Sequence of 
events in the text 

Reorganisation D MCQ 2 

 

 
 
 

Grade 3 IsiZulu HL  
 

 
Reading and 
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Shared 
reading 

Comprehension
: Reading 
comprehension 

Details in 
the text 

Literal E MCQ 1 

 

 
 
Reading and 
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Shared 
reading 

Comprehension
: Reading 
comprehension 

Answers a range of higher 
order questions about the text  

Inference D MCQ 2 

 

 
 
Reading and 
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Shared 
reading 

Comprehension
: Reading 
comprehension 

Answers a range of higher 
order questions about the text  

Inference D MCQ 1 
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Reading and 
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Writing Independent Writing Grammar Suffixes Application D SR 3 
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Writing Independent 
Writing  

Grammar Syllabification Application D SR 4 
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Grammar Prepositions  Application E MCQ 3 
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Imibhalo  Levels of difficulty 
Umbhalo woku-1: Indaba – Impendulo ehlakaniphile E: Easy 
Umbhalo we- 2: Indlela yokwenza – Isinkwa sikabhanana M: Moderate 
Umbhalo we- 3: Indaba – Isikhwama esisha sikaMaya D: Difficult 
Umbhalo we- 4: Iphosta – Imithetho yekilasi 
Umbhalo we- 5: Indaba – Iholide likaThato 
Umbhalo we- 6: Inkondlo - ULebo wabona uthisha wakhe  
Umbhalo we-7: Indaba- UMelusi  

 

No. Expected answer 

M
ar

k 

Diagnostic/Error Analysis 

Le
ve

l o
f 

di
ffi

cu
lty

 
Le

ve
l o

f 
pe

rf
or

m
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rm

 

UMBHALO WOKUQALA:  IMPENDULO EHLAKANIPHILE 
1.1 A uBhubesikazi  Ngomunye wabalingiswa kodwa 

akasiyo inkosi yezilwane. 
 3 1 

B uBhubesi 1 Impendulo efanele. E 4  

C uMpungushe  uMpungushe yisilwane esihlakaniphile 
kodwa akasiyo inkosi yezilwane. 

 2  

D uMbongolo   UMbongolo ungomunye wabalingiswa 
kodwa akasiyo inkosi yezilwane. 

 1  

1.2. A Wazamula 1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 1 

B Wabhonga.  Kungaba yimpendulo, kodwa akuyona 
into yokuqala eyenzeka. 

 3  

C Wathukuthela.  Uxhumanisa ukuthukuthela 
nokubhodla. 

 2  

D Wabhongela uBhubesikazi  Kungaba yimpendulo, kodwa 
akabhongelanga ngqo kubhubesikazi. 

 1  

1.3. A Wayeyinkosi yezilwane.  Kungaba yimpendulo, kodwa akusiyo 
efanele. 

 3  

B Wayejabule.  Uphambanisa imizwa yokujabula 
nokuthuthumela. 

 1  

C Wayethukiwe. 1 Impendulo efanele. D 4 2 

D Wayekhohliswe nguMpungushe.  Kungaba yimpendulo, kodwa akusiye 
umlingiswa ofanele. 

 2  
 

1.4. A UBhubesikazi, uMbongolo kanye 
noNgwe 

 Ukulandelana okufanele, kodwa kusele 
umlingiswa oyedwa. 

 2 

 
B UMpungushe, uNgwe kanye 

noMbongolo  Ukulandelana okungeyikho futhi kusele 
umlingiswa oyedwa.  1 

DIAGNOSTIC MARKING GUIDELINE 
ISIZULU HOME LANGUAGE  

GRADE 3 
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C 
UNgwe, uMbongolo, 
uBhubesikazi kanye 
noMpungushe 

 Ukulandelana okungafanele.  3 

D UBhubesikazi, uMbongolo, 
uNgwe kanye noMpungushe 

1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 3 

1.5. A uMpungushe 1 Impendulo efanele. D 4 1 

B uNgwe  Kungaba yimpendulo, kodwa uNgwe 
waqamba amanga.  3  

C uMbongolo  Uphambanisa ukuhlakanipha neqiniso.  2  

D uBhubesikazi   Akawuqondi umbuzo.  1  
1.6 A UBhubesi uzobhonga kakhulu 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 3 

B UBhubesi ubhonge kakhulu.  Uphambanisa inkathi edlule nenkathi 
ezayo.  2  

C UBhubesi wabhonga kakhulu.  Uphambanisa inkathi edlule nezayo.  2  

D UBhubesi ubhonga kakhulu.  Uphambanisa inkathi yamanje nezayo.  2  
1.7 A ibhubesikazi  Uphambanisa ubulili nobuningi.  3  

B imbubesi  Uphambanisa upelomagama 
webhubesi (mb no bh).  2  

C amabhubesi 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 1 

D amabhubesikazi  Uphambanisa phakathi kobulili, 
ubuningi nemithetho yopelomagama.  1  

1.8 A amakha  Uphambanisa amabizo neziphawulo.  2  

B mnandi  Impendulo engafanele. Akukho 
endabeni.  1  

C kuna  Uphambanisa izihlanganiso kanye 
neziphawulo.  2  

D elimnandi 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 2 
1.9 A wahona  Akukho ukuphindaphindeka, akukho 

endabeni.  3  

B namandla  Akawuqondi umqondo wamagama 
anokuphindaphindeka.  1  

C fanayo 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 2 

D wabuza  Akukho ukuphindaphindeka, akukho 
endabeni.  2  

1.10 A ngoba 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 4 

B ngakho   Ukhombisa ukungakwazi ukusebenzisa 
imithetho yokusetshenziswa kolimi  2  

C kodwa  
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D noma  (izihlanganiso). 
UMBHALO WESI -2: Indlela yokwenza 
2.1 A isinkwa esinsundu   Uhlanganisa okujwayelekile nezinhlobo 

zezinkwa, kodwa akukho endabeni.  1  

B isinkwa sikabhanana   1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 3 

C isinkwa sebhotela  Uphambanisa isithako nohlobo 
lwesinkwa.  2  

D isinkwa sombhaki    Uphambanisa isithombe sombhaki 
nohlobo lwesinkwa.  3  

2.2 A ovuthiwe 1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 3 

B onamafutha  Uphambanisa impendulo efanele 
nomyalelo.  3  

C onoshukela   Kungaba yimpendulo kodwa akukho 
endabeni.  1  

D obhotela   Uphambanisa impendulo efanele 
nesithako.  2  

2.3 A Uhlanganise ushukela nebhotela.  Uphambanisa impendulo nomyalelo 
wokuqala.  3  

B Uhlanganise izithako ezomile.  Uphambanisa ukulandelana 
kwemiyalelo.  2  

C Uqoqe zonke izithako. 1 Impendulo efanele. D 4 2 

D Ubhake isinkwa.  Uphambanisa umyalelo wokuqala 
nowokugcina.  1  

2.4 
A 

ushukela, ibhotela, amaqanda, 
ubisi, ubhanana, ufulawa 
nosawoti 

1 Impendulo efanele. D 4 3 

B ushukela, ibhotela, ama-aphula, 
ufulawa nosawoti  

Uphampanisa uhla olufanele 
lwezithako.  2 2 C ushukela, amaqanda, isinkwa, 

ubhanana nosawoti  

D 
isinkwa, ama-aphula, ubisi, 
usawoti, ivanila, ushukela 
nobhanana 

 

2.5 A ubhanana abavuthiwe  Usebenzise umthetho wobuningi 
esiphawulweni esikhundleni sebizo.  3  

B ubhanana abavuthiwe  Usebenzise umthetho wobuningi kuwo 
wonke amagama.  2  

C obhanana abavuthiwe 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 3 

D uvuthiwe ubhanana  Ukhombisa ukungabi nalwazi 
ngomthetho wobuningi.  1  

2.6 A igrani  Alikho endabeni.  3  
B ipani 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 3 
C ifeni  Kusamehlula ukubona imisindo.  1  

D hlanganisa  Akanalwazi lwamagama 
aphindaphindekayo.  2  

2.7 A umu- um 1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 3 
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B umu- umu  
Akaqondi ukweqiwa kukankamisa 
  2  C umb- umub  

D umba- umuba  
2.8 

A 

Umbhaki uhlanganisa ushukela, 
ubisi, ubhanana ovuthiwe, 
izithako ezomile kanye nosoda 
wokubhaka. 

1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 3 

B 

U,mbhaki, uhlanganisa, ushukela, 
ubisi, ubhanana, ovuthiwe, 
izithako,ezomile, kanye, nosoda, 
wokubhaka 

 

Ukhombisa ulwazi lwezimpawu 
zokukhanyisa kodwa akakwazi 
ukuzisebenzisa ngendlela efanele. 

 2  C 

Umbhaki uhlanganisa ushukela, 
ubisi, ubhanana, ovuthiwe, 
izithako, ezomile kanye nosoda, 
wokubhaka. 

 

D 

Umbhaki uhlanganisa ushukela, 
ubisi, ubhanana ovuthiwe, 
izithako ezomile, kanye, nosoda 
wokubhaka. 

 

2.9  Umbhaki ubhaka isinkwa 
sobhanana.  Impendulo efanele. M 4 3 

2.10 
 

Amaqanda,ibhotela, ubhanana, 
ubisi, ufulawa, usawoti, ushukela, 
usoda wokubhaka 

 Correct response. D 4 3 

TEXT THREE: Maya’s new school bag 
3.1 A uNkk. Shiba 1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 1 

B uNksz. Sibaya  Uphambanisa iziqalo zamagama (Nk 
noNkk). 

 2  

C uMnu. Sibisi  Uphampanisa ubulili.  2  

D uNksz. Siba  Uphambanisa izibongo (uShiba 
noSiba). 

 1  

3.2 A isinamathelisi esibucwebecwebe, 
amakhrayoni, isikele, amapensela  

 

Ukhombisa ukwehluleka 
ukulandelanisa uhlelo lwe alfabhethi 
ngendlela efanele. 
 

 2  

B amakhrayoni, isikele, 
amapensela, isinamathelisi 
esibucwebecwebe   

 

C amapensela, isinamathelisi 
esibucwebecwebe  , amakhrayoni 
, isikele  

 

D amakhrayoni , isinamathelisi 
esibucwebecwebe  , amapensela, 
isikele  

1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 1 
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3.3  Wayejabulele izinto zakhe 
zokubhala kanye nesikhwama 
sakhe esisha esiphinki. 

1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 2 

3.4 A Ukwenzela umngani wakhe 
omkhulu ikhadi. 

1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 1 

B Ukwenzela uthisha wakhe ikhadi.  Uphambanisa imininingwane 
ebalulekile endabeni. 

 3  

C Ukwenza ikhadi lesimemo.  Kungaba yimpendulo kodwa akukho 
endabeni. 

 1  

D Ukwenza isikhwama sakhe 
sikhazimule. 

 Akuxhumani nemininingwane 
esendabeni. 

 2  

3.5 A izikhwama zezikole  Usebenzise umthetho wubuningi kuwo 
wonke amagama. 

 2  

B isikhwama sezikole  Usebenzise umthetho wobuningi 
ebizweni elingafanele. 

 3  

C izikhwama zesikole 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 1 

D isikhwama sesikole  Ukhombisa ukungabi nalwazi 
ngomthetho wobuningi. 

 1  

3.6 A Uma ecabanga ngezinto zakhe 
zokubhala ezintsha. 

 Uphambanisa imininingwane 
ebalulekile esendabeni. 

 3  

B Uma ecabanga ngomfaniswano 
wakhe omusha. 

 Uphambanisa imiiningwane 
esendabeni. 

 2  

C Uma edla isidlo sakhe sesikole 
sasemini. 

 kungaba yimpendulo kodwa kufanele 
kube sendabeni. 

 1  

D  Uma egibela embhedeni. 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 3 

3.7 A uzowafaka kuphi uMaya 
amapensela,amakhrayoni kanye  
nesikele sakhe. 

 Reflects some understanding of 
punctuation but unable to apply it 
correctly. 

 2  

B Where will Maya pack her pencils, 
crayons and scissors? 

1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 1 

C Uzowafaka kuphi umaya 
amapensela amakhrayoni, kanye 
nesikele sakhe? 

 Ukhombisa ulwazi lwezimpawu 
zokukhanyisa kodwa akakwazi 
ukuzisebenzisa ngendlela efanele.  

 2  

D uzowafaka kuphi umaya 
amapensela, amakhrayoni kanye 
nezikelo zakhe? 

 
 

 2  

3.8 A Babhala izindaba eziningi.  Uphambanisa ubuningi ngenkathi 
edlule. 

 1  

B Wabhala izindaba eziningi. 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 1 
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C Ubhala indaba eziningi.  Uphambanisa inkathi yamanje 
ngenkathi edlule. 

 2  

D Babhale izindaba eziningi.   Usebenzise kabi inkathi edlule.  3  

3.9 A siliva   Uhlanganise kabi nokukhazimula.  3  

B ncinyane   Uyaphazamisa iziphawulo.  1  

C khazimula 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 1 

D buthuqazi  Uphambanisa namagama 
aphikisanayo. 

 2  

3.10 A thisha  Akuyona impendulo efanele.  3  

B khungatheka 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 1 

C bhodlela  Akuyona impendulo efanele.  2  

D litha  Akuyona impendulo efanele.  1  
UMBHALO WESI-4: Imithetho yekilasi 
4.1 A umndeni kanye nabangani  Akaqondisisi kahle umbhalo. Akukho 

embhalweni  1  

B othisha kanye nabazali  Uhlanganisa abantu abadala 
nokwenziwa kwemithetho   3  

C othisha kanye nabafundi 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 1 

D abafundi kanye nabangani  Ukhethe nje amagama embhalweni 
ngaphandle kokucabanga.  2  

4.2 A Ukulalela  Uphambanisa imininingwane nesihloko  3  
B Imithetho  1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 1 
C Indlela yokwenza   Uphambanisa izinhlobo zombhalo.   1  
D Izinombolo  Uphambanisa ulwazi oluku phosta.  2  

4.3 A Umthetho we- 7   Akawuqondisisi umbuzo kanye ne 
phosta.  1  

B Umthetho we- 5   Uphambanisa ukwabelana kanye noku 
chokoloza.  2  

C Umthetho we- 3   
Uphambanisa amagama acishe achaze 
into eyodwa (khombisa kanye 
noyabelana). 

 3  

D Umthetho we- 2  1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 1 
4.4 A Landela izinkomba   Uphambanisa ungaphambi kanye 

nongemva.   3  

B Imithetho yekilasi   Uphambanisa isihloko sephosta kanye 
nokuqukuthwe.  2  

C Zimisele emsebenzini wakho  1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 1 

D Gcina ikilasi lihlanzekile   Kungaba umthetho kodwa akukho 
embhalweni  1  

4.5  Gcina ikilasi lihlanzekile  1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 1 
4.6 A qh  Ukhomba ukuthi usehluleka ukubona  2  
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B kh  upelomagama olufanele. 
 C ch  

D sh 1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 1 
4.7 A abangani  Uphambanisa ibizo kanye nesenzo.  2  

B yabelana 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 1 

C yakho  Uphambanisa isabizwana kanye 
nesenzo.  2  

D nomunye  Uphambanisa isabizwana kanye 
nesihlanganiso. 

4.8 A yakho  
Uyehluleka ukubona amagama abizeka 
ngokufana.  2  B kuhle  

C khombisa  
D landela 1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 1 

4.9 A Lalela ngokucophelela nakuba 
landela imithetho.  

Ukhombisa ukungakwazi ukusebenzisa 
izihlanganiso. 
 

 2 
  B Lalela ngokucophelela ngoba 

landela imithetho.  

C Lalela ngokucophelela, kodwa 
landela imithetho.  

D Lalela ngokucophelela bese 
ulandela imithetho. 1 Impendulo efanele. E 4  

4.10 A ukuhlukumeza  
Uphambanisa ukwenza kanye nebizo.  2  B umusa  

C hlonipha  
D abangani 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 4 

4.11  ngokucophelela 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 3 
UMBHALO WESI-5: Iholidi likaThato 
5.1 A Ukuthenga amathoyizi 

namagemu  Uphambanisa izinto ezisembhalweni 
kodwa akuwona umqondo osemqoka.  3  

B Iholide lasehlobo 1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 1 

C Imuvi yezipoki  
Uphambanisa imininingwane 
esembhalweni nomqondo osemqoka. 
Akukho embhalweni. 

 2 
 

D Ukuthenga umbila oqhunyisiwe  Uhlanganisa umbila oqhunyisiwe 
nesithombe.Akukho embhalweni.  1  

5.2 A uThato 1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 1 
B uRiyana  Uphambanisa abalingiswa abase 

mbhalweni. 
 

 2 
 

C uLindo  
D uBaba  

5.3 A Babhukuda edamini lokubhukuda 
likaRiyana.  1 Impendulo efanele. E 4  

1 

B Babebukela amamuvi.  Uphambanisa imininingwane 
esemnbhalweni.  2  

C Babedla u-ayisikhilimu.  Uphambanisa imidlalo yangaphandle 
esembhalweni.  3  
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D Bafunda izincwadi.  Kungaba yimpendulo, kodwa akukho 
embhalweni.  1  

5.4 A Ngezinganekwane zezipoki 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 3 

B Ngesimo sezulu  Uphambanisa imininingwane esemqoka 
embhalweni.  2  

C Ngamatshe egolide  Uphambanisa imidlalo yangaphandle 
esembhalweni.  3  

D Ngepitsa  Uphambanisa izigameko 
ezisembhalweni.   2  

5.5 A Babefuna ukuthosa 
amamashimelo.  Akawuqondisisi umbuzo.  1  

B Babefuna ukubukela 
izinganekwane zezipoki.  Kungaba yimpendulo kodwa akusiso 

isizathu.  3  

C Isimo sezulu sasisibi. 1 Impendulo efanele. D 4 1 

D Ukuze badle ipitsa.  Uphambanisa imininingwane 
esembhalweni. 

 2  

5.6 A Lalinebhodi lokutshuza kanye 
nesilayidi samanzi. 1 Impendulo efanele. D 4 2 

B Lalinebhodi lokutshuza kanye 
nenqola yokuhamba.  Unikeza isiphetho okungesiso 

ngemininingwane esembhalweni.  3  

C Babebuka amamuvi besedamini 
lokubhukuda.  Akawuqondisisi umbuzo.  2  

D Idamu lalilikhulu futhi lishona.  Kungaba yimpendulo kodwa akukho 
embhalweni.  1  

5.7 A Bahamba bayobhukuda.                            Uphambanisa izigameko ezenzeke 
ngaphambi nangemva.  3  

B Baxoxa izinganekwane zezipoki.  Uphambanisa ukulandelana 
kwezigameko.  2  

C Bagubha amatshe.  Uhlanganise ngokungafanele kodwa 
akukho embhalweni.  1  

D Badla u-ayisikhilimu. 1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 1 
5.8 A amathoyizi namagemu 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 3 

B amathikithi okuya emuvini  Uhlanganisa ulwazi ngezithombe.  1  

C amamashimalo  Kungaba yimpendulo kodwa akuyona 
impendulo efanele.   3  

D ipitsa  
Uphambanisa izigameko 
ezisesithombeni nezigameko 
ezisembhalweni. 

 
2  

5.9  hl-  1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 1 
5.10 

A 
Ngezinsuku ezishisayo, abangani 
babebhukuda edamini 
lokubhukuda. 

 Uphambanisa izinkathi.  
2  

B Ngezinsuku ezishisayo, abangani 
babhukuda edamini lokubhukuda. 1 Impendulo efanele. D 4 2 

C 
Ngezinsuku ezishisayo, abangani 
bazobhukuda edamini 
lokubhukuda. 

 Uphambanisa inkathi yamanje nenkathi 
ezayo.  

2  
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D 
Ngezinsuku ezishisayo, abangani 
bebebhukuda edamini 
lokubhukuda. 

 Uphambanisa izinkathi.  
3  

UMBHALO  WESITHUPHA: ULebo ubone uthisha wakhe 
6.1 A thishomkhulu  Uphambanisa abalingiswa 

abasembhalweni.  2  

B thisha 1  Impendulo efanele. E 4 1 

C mngani  Uhlanganisa izinto ezingafani futhi 
akukho embhalweni.  1  

D mama  Omunye wabalingiswa kodwa akuyona 
impendulo efanele.  3  

6.2 A nkundleni yezemidlalo  
Uhlanganise kabi isikole kanye 
nesizinda.  1  B mtatsheni wezincwadi  

C sikoleni  
D sitolo 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 1 

6.3 A izinhlobo zokudla, isinkwa, ojeke, 
amathini  Impendulo efanele. M 4 1 

B isinkwa,ojeke, amathini, izinhlobo 
zokudla  

Uphambanisa ukulandelana 
kwezigameko ezisembhalweni.  2  C ojeke, amathini, izinhlobo 

zokudla, isinkwa  

D cans, groceries, bread, jars  
6.4 A Bheka! Ingabe uthisha wami 

loya? 1 Impendulo efanele. D 4 1 

B Bheka Ingabe uthisha wami loya?  Akakakuqondi kahle ukusebenzisa 
umbabazi.  2  

C Bheka Ingabe uthisha wami loya!  Akakakuqondi kahle ukusebenzisa 
umbuzi.  2  

D Bheka Ingabe uthisha! wami 
loya?  Akazisebenzisi izimpawu zokukhanyisa   3  

6.5 
A 

Kwakunamahele amaningi ojeke 
namathini bese indawo 
yokucasha incane. 

 

Ukhombisa ukwehluleka ukusebenzisa 
imithetho yohlelo (izihlanganiso). 
 

 2 

 

B 
 Kwakunamahele amaningi ojeke 
namathini ngaphambi indawo 
yokucasha incane. 

 

C 
Kwakunamahele amaningi ojeke 
namathini ngoba indawo 
yokucasha incane. 

 

D 
Kwakunamahele amaningi ojeke 
namathini kodwa indawo 
yokucasha incane. 

1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 1 

6.6 A yifa   Akawaqondi amagama 
aphindaphindekayo.  1  

B bamba 1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 1 

C fihla  Akawaqondi amagama 
aphindaphindekayo.  3  

Grade 3 IsiZulu HL  
 

No. Expected answer 

M
ar

k 

Diagnostic/Error Analysis 

Le
ve

l o
f 

di
ffi

cu
lty

 
Le

ve
l o

f 
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
 

Te
rm

 

D casha  Akawaqondi amagama 
aphindaphindekayo.   2  

6.7 A saba ukuthi uthisha uzobika 
ngokuziphatha kwakhe. 1  Impendulo efanele. D 4 3 

B jabulele ukubona uthisha wakhe.  Kungaba yimpendulo kodwa akukho 
embhalweni.  2  

C jahe ukuya esikoleni.  Uhlanganisa uthisha nesikole.  1  

D namahloni kathisha wakhe.  Uxhumanise okungahlangani, kodwa 
akuyona impendulo efanele.  3  

6.8 A Ngizongingiza njengesilima.  Uphambanisa inkathi ezayo nedlule.  1  
B Ngangingiza njengesilima. 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 2 

C Ngingingiza njengesilima.  Uphambanisa inkathi yamanje nenkathi 
edlule.  3  

D Ngingangingiza njengesilima.  Uphambanisa izinkathi.  2  
6.9 A kulungile  Akakakwazi ukuhlukanisa amagama 

aphikisanayo.  1  

B iqiniso 1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 1 

C akulungile  Akakakwazi ukuhlukanisa amgama 
aphikisanayo.  3  

D kuncane  Uphambanisa iziphawulo namagama 
aphikisanayo.  2  

6.10 A maqhawe elikhulu  
Akaqondisisi ngamagama afinyeziwe. 
  2  B qawe elikhulu  

C makhulu amaqhawe  
D qhawe elikhulu 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 1 

UMBHALO WESIKHOMBISA: uMelusi 
7.1 A Ukwakha intabamlilo 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 1 

B Ukwakha indlu  
Uhlanganisa ulwazi olujwayelekile 
nokwakha kodwa akuyona impendulo 
efanele. 

 2  

C Ukudlala amagemu 
esiqophimakhasethi  Uhlanganisa nomunye wemininingwane 

esembhalweni.  1  

D Ukuvakashela abangani  Uphambanisa imininingwane 
esembhalweni.  3  

7.2 A kwaba  Kungaba yimpendulo kodwa akuyona 
impendulo efanele.  3  

B kuchukuluza  Uhlanganisa nomunye wemininingwane 
esembhalweni.  2  

C kufunda 1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 1 

D kubhala  Kungaba yimpendulo kodwa akukho 
embhalweni.  1  

7.3 A  likaJoy  Akukho embhalweni.  1  

B likaLebo  Omunye wabalingiswa kodwa akuyona 
impendulo efanele.  3  

C likaJay 1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 2 
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D likaMelusi   Omunye wabalingiswa kodwa akuyona 
impendulo.  3  

7.4 

 

Basebenzisa ubumba 
olubomvu. 3 

1 

Impendulo efanele. 
Uma ukulandelana kungafanele kuyobe 
kunokudideka ekuhleleni izigameko 
ezisembhalwen. 
 

D 4 2 
Bapenda ikhadibhodi 
labansundu. 2 

Benza inyibilika 
yentabamlilo. 4 

Basebenzisa ikhadibhodi. 1 
7.5 

A ngoMgqibelo  
Uphambanisa usuku abahlangana 
ngalo beyokwakha intabamlilo nosuku 
lokuhambisa umsebenzi wabo. 

 3 
 

B ngoLwesithathu  
Uphambanisa usuku abahlangana 
ngalo beyokwakha intabamlilo nosuku 
lokuhambisa umsebenzi wabo. 

 3 
 

C ngoMsombuluko 1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 1 

D ngoLwesibili  Uhlanganisa nezinsuku zesonto, kodwa 
akukho embhalweni.  1  

7..6 A Uthando lukaMelusi lokwakha.  Kungaba yimpendulo kodwa akukho 
embhalweni.  1  

B Basebenza eqenjini.    Kungaba yimpendulo kodwa akusona 
isizathu ngqo.  3  

C Basebenzisa upende onsundu.  Uphambanisa okusembhalweni.  2  
D Uthando likaMelusi lokufunda.  1 Impendulo efanele. D 4 2 

7.7 A Wayenobungani  Kungaba yimpendulo kodwa akukho 
embhalweni.  1  

B Wayenolwazi oluningi. 1 Impendulo efanela. D 4 1 

C Wayethanda amavidiyo gemu.  Uhumusha kabi imininingwane 
esembhalweni.  2  

D Wayeziqhenya.  Uxhumanisa kabi imininingwane 
esembhalweni.  3  

7.8 A intabamlilo, umsebenzi 
wokucinga, inyibilika, umfanekiso    

Akaqondisisi kahle ngokuhleleka kwe 
alfabhethi. 

 3 

 

B inyibilika, intabamlilo, umfanekiso, 
umsebenzi wocwaningo   

C inyibilika, umfanekiso, umsebenzi 
wocwaningo, intabamlilo  1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 3 

D 
umsebenzi wocwaningo,inyibilika 
yentabamlilo, umfanekiso, 
intabamlilo  

 
Akaqondisisi kahle ngokuhleleka kwe 
alfabhethi.  3  

7.9 A abantu  Akukho embhalweni.  1  
B ngokujabula 1 Impendulo efanele. M 4 3 
C labelane  Uphambanisa izenzo nezandiso.  3  
D iqembu  Uphambanisa amabizo nezandiso.  2  

7.10  -ayo 1 Impendulo efanele. D 4 3 
7.11 A u - lwa - zi   1 Impendulo efanele. D 4 4 
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B ul - wa - zi  
Akakwazi ukuhlukanisa amagama 
ngamalunga.  2 

 
C ulwa - zi  
D u - lw - azi  

7.12 A phakathi 1 Impendulo efanele. E 4 3 
B phezulu  

Akakwazi ukusebenzisa amagama 
asho ukuthi into ikuphi  3 

 
C phansi  
D ngase   
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