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PROVINCIAL ENGAGEMENTS
2018 has been declared the year to celebrate the centenary of the first president of South 
Africa’s democracy, Dr Nelson Mandela. The Department of Basic Education has been a 
privileged recipient of Dr Mandela’s great wisdom. His famous saying “Education is the 
most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world” continues to define our 
work in the  Department of Basic Education. 

In unpacking the above quotation, in the context of the Department’s mandate, it becomes 
clear that if education is to change the world for most South Africans, it has to be of a high 

quality and relevant to the needs of the country. The Director-General’s initiative of engaging key education officials 
and school principals from the nine provinces is hailed as an important game changer in motivating, supporting and 
giving oversight to provinces, districts and schools. These 30 engagements scheduled for the first half of the year, 
is geared towards improving learning outcomes that will ultimately offer learners the opportunity to change their life 
chances through securing good passes in Grade 12, entering higher education and other training institutions and 
thereby improve their employability. Education is truly that weapon to bring about change. 

The Thuto will carry news of the Director-General’s visits to the provinces. You may access the articles through the 
following link https://www.education.gov.za/Home/DGProvincialEngagements2018.aspx

“Do not judge me by my 

successes, judge me by how 

many times I fell down and got 

back” 
 

Nelson Mandela

“When people are determined they can overcome anything.”
Nelson Mandela

“Everyone can rise above their 
circumstances and achieve 

success if they are dedicated” 
 

Nelson Mandela



NORTHERN CAPE 
HAS 5 EDUCATION 

DISTRICTS:

IN 2017 THE NORTHERN 
CAPE PROVINCE HAD:

292 377 
LEARNERS

Namaqua 
Distr ict

Pixley Ka Seme
 

Frances Baard
John Taolo 
Gaetsewe

ZF Mgcawu

10 233 
EDucAToRS

579 
ScHooLS

The Director-General (DG), Mr Hubert Mathanzima Mweli, continued with his 
Provincial Engagements in the Northern Cape Province. The first meeting was in 
Upington on 26 February 2018 followed by Kimberley on 28 February 2017. The 
DG met with 939 senior district officials and school principals from the districts 
including Frances Baard, John Taolo Gaetsewe, Namaqua, Pixley Ka Seme and 
ZF Mgcawu. Northern Cape ranked among the most improved provinces in the 
2017 National Senior Certificate (NSC) Examinations. 

Three critical presentations were made at the meeting, the NSC Results, the 
2016 Progress in International Reading Literacy (PIRLS) report and the last 
was on Improving Assessment Practices. During the presentation on the NSC 
Results and PIRLS, Mr Visagie highlighted the following critical areas that need 
to be addressed at provincial, district and school levels: 

•	 Management of progressed learners;

•	 The promotion of Mathematics uptake; and

•	 The promotion of learner enrolment in subjects such as Accounting, 
Business Studies, and Economics 

“I really commend the province for having established focused programmes 
for progressed learners, which undoubtedly boosted the provincial overall 
performance,” remarked Mr Visagie. As he continued with his presentation, Mr 
Visagie touched on PIRLS results, saying that the improvement of language 
competency in the Foundation Phase was quite essential to prepare learners 
for higher grades. “Our learners need to be fully supported to begin to read with 
comprehension hence reading is a significant facet of the schooling system,” 
highlighted Mr Visagie. He further pleaded with the Provincial Education 
Departments (PEDs) to empower teachers to improve their teaching pedagogy, 
especially in the area of language teaching. Referring to the indicators made in 
PIRLS. Mr Visagie said: “When reading predominantly simpler Literary Texts, 
students can: 

•	 Locate and retrieve explicitly stated information, actions, or ideas;

•	 Make straightforward inferences about events and reasons for actions; 
and

•	 Begin to interpret story events and central ideas”.  

PROVINCIAL 
ENGAGEMENT IN 
THE NORTHERN 
CAPE PROVINCE

Northern Cape

 

LEARNER PERFoRMANcE iN 2018 NSc

75.6% NSc PRoviNciAL PASS RATE 
FiFTH PoSiTioN iN Two 
coNSEcuTivE yEARS 

NSc PASSES:
BAcHELoR 2 205 
DiPLoMA 2 815 

HiGHER cERTiFicATE 1 587

%
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Northern Cape

NortherN Cape 2018 
eNGaGeMeNt
The third presentation was on “Improving Assessment 
Practice”. The presentation presented a shift towards a 
paradigm of testing learners to an Assessment paradigm for 
the 21st century. This paradigm encourages a move towards 
Assessment for Learning as opposed to over emphasis of 
Assessment of learning.

In his address, Mr Mweli applauded the province for working 
hard in ensuring that most of the districts achieve quality 
passes. However, Mr Mweli pleaded with the provincial 
officials to refocus their attention on improving language 
competency and quality learning and teaching in critical 
subjects such as Mathematics, Physical Science, Accounting, 
Economic and Business Studies as the majority of learners 
are encountering difficulty in such subjects. The DG also 
made a special request to the province to also promote the 
uptake of the Technical subjects in schools to afford learners 
an opportunity to become successful entrepreneurs in the 
near future.

The Director-General called upon the provincial officials 
not to be driven by percentages but by quality. “We have to 
concentrate on the Inclusive Basket so that more learners 
are eligible to achieve bachelor passes. The Inclusive 
Basket of Criteria provides a more comprehensive account 
of the performance at provincial, district and school levels, 
since this score is a multi-indicator approach. This approach 
re-directs the focus from the overall pass percentage to 
six other important criteria.  This will ensure that schools 
and districts now focus on improving their performance 
in Mathematics, Physical Sciences, Bachelor passes, 
distinctions, Mathematics participation rate and the 
Secondary throughput rate,” explained Mr Mweli.

“We really have to strengthen the collaboration between 
the National Department of Basic Education (DBE) and 
the Provincial Education Departments to work towards a 
common goal in this sector. Through these engagements we 
hope the PEDs will be provided with a national perceptive 
to understand the sector much better,” added Mr Mweli. 
“We are here to strengthen your arm. If you succeed we 
succeed, if you fail we fail. In other words we are on this 
journey together.  Our collective efforts will ensure that 
public schools deliver quality education in this country,” he 
said. Mr Mweli advised the province to keep on supporting 
learners especially struggling learners so that they leave the 
sector with NSC Certificates.

The Acting Chief Director for District Operations, Mr Esley 
Kistoo shared his provincial plans and strategies aimed at 
improving quality results this year: “As part of our annual 
preparation for the school readiness for every school 
calendar year, we usually host accountability sessions with 
school principals and provide onsite support to schools 
through the School Visit and Monitoring Support Programme 
conducted by Circuit Managers, Subject Advisors, and 
Senior Managers. The most important intervention that 
assisted us last year was coordination of school support 
programmes during Autumn, Winter and Spring seasons. 
These programmes focused more on progressed and 
borderline learners so that they too could obtain quality 
passes. In 2018, we have already identified primary and high 
schools that are underperforming in line with the national 
criteria and we are hard at work to provide support where 
necessary. We also held meeting with the School Monitoring 
Teams of those underperforming schools so that they can 
perform better this year”.

Mr Kistoo said that they have observed the low level of 
reading amongst learners and will be working with schools 
to promote reading in the lower grades.  Mr Kistoo further 
endorsed the presentations made by DBE officials and 
highlighted: “We welcome the presentations as they clearly 
outline issues that enlighten us to focus on the outcomes 
presented through the international studies such as PIRLS.”
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Q UA N T I TAT I V E F E E D BAC K 
F RO M P ROV I N C I A L A N D 
D I ST R I C T O F F I C I A L S
N o r t h e r N  C a p e  
F e B r Ua r Y  2018

I find presentations to be: I will be able to use presentations to 
improve learning outcomesNORTHERN CAPE QUANTITAVE FEEDBACK ANALYSIS 

 

The graph above shows that 13.55 % of officials found the presentations to be excellent, whilst 38.95% 
of the officials found the presentations to be very good. 39.45% of officials found the presentations 
to be good. Only 7.90% and 0.20% of officials found the presentations to be average and poor 
respectively. 

 

 

The graph above shows that 22.15% of officials strongly agreed they will be able to use the 
presentations to improve learning outcomes, whilst 35.80% and 37.90% of the officials fully agreed 
and agreed respectively. Only 3.70% and 0.50% of officials disagreed and strongly disagreed 
respectively that they will be able to use the presentations to improve learning outcomes 
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The graph above shows that 13.55 % of officials found the 
presentations to be excellent, whilst 38.95% of the officials 
found the presentations to be very good. 39.45% of officials 
found the presentations to be good. Only 7.90% and 0.20% 
of officials found the presentations to be average and poor 
respectively.

The graph above shows that 22.15% of officials strongly 
agreed they will be able to use the presentations to improve 
learning outcomes, whilst 35.80% and 37.90% of the officials 
fully agreed and agreed respectively. Only 3.70% and 0.50% 
of officials disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively that 
they will be able to use the presentations to improve learning 
outcomes

I require more information on presentations The presenters covered all the aspects of 
the topicsNORTHERN CAPE QUANTITAVE FEEDBACK ANALYSIS 

 

The graph above shows that 25.90% of officials strongly agreed that they require more information 
on presentations, whilst 21.657% of officials fully agreed and 34.20% of officials agreed. 13.15% and 
5.10% of officials disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively that they require more information 
on presentations 

 

The graph above shows that 21.00% and 33.35% of officials strongly agreed and fully agreed 
respectively that the presenters covered all aspects of the topics whilst 35.70% of officials agreed. 
7.90% and 2.05% of officials indicated that they disagee and strongly disagree respectively that the 
presenters covered all aspects of the topics. 
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The graph above shows that 25.90% of officials strongly 
agreed that they require more information on presentations, 
whilst 21.657% of officials fully agreed and 34.20% of officials 
agreed. 13.15% and 5.10% of officials disagreed and strongly 
disagreed respectively that they require more information on 
presentations

The graph above shows that 21.00% and 33.35% of officials 
strongly agreed and fully agreed respectively that the pre-
senters covered all aspects of the topics whilst 35.70% of offi-
cials agreed. 7.90% and 2.05% of officials indicated that they 
disagree and strongly disagree respectively that the present-
ers covered all aspects of the topics.
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The facilitation of each session went  
very well

I find this meeting to be beneficialNORTHERN CAPE QUANTITAVE FEEDBACK ANALYSIS 

 

The graph above shows that 29.40% of officials strongly agreed that the facilitation of each session 
went very well,  whilst 38.95% fully agreed and 29.30% agreed. 1.65% of officials disagreed that the 
facilitation of the session went very well whilst 0.70% strongly disagreed. 

 

 

The graph above shows that 35.30% of officials strongly agreed that the meeting was benefial, whilst 
32.50% of officials fully agreed and 26.15% agreed. 4.60% of officals disagreed that the meeting was 
beneficial whilst 1.55% of officials strongly disagreed. 
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The graph above shows that 29.40% of officials strongly agreed 
that the facilitation of each session went very well,  whilst 
38.95% fully agreed and 29.30% agreed. 1.65% of officials dis-
agreed that the facilitation of the session went very well whilst 
0.70% strongly disagreed.

The graph above shows that 35.30% of officials strongly agreed 
that the meeting was beneficial, whilst 32.50% of officials fully 
agreed and 26.15% agreed. 4.60% of officials disagreed that 
the meeting was beneficial whilst 1.55% of officials strongly 
disagreed.

Q UA N T I TAT I V E F E E D BAC K 
F RO M P ROV I N C I A L A N D 
D I ST R I C T O F F I C I A L S
N o r t h e r N  C a p e 
F e B r Ua r Y  2018

Northern Cape



6

P H OTO G R A P H I C

R ECO R D O F T H E 

D G’S V I S I T  TO

N O RT H E R N C A P E

Northern Cape



7 Northern Cape



A system on the rise.
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