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Wendy Whale 
to the rescue



Group-guided reading

Learners should do the group-reading 
activities after reading the story. 
Let learners work in groups to complete the 
appropriate group-reading activities included 
in the back of the book. They should not 
write in this book. Written activities should 
be done in their exercise books.

Let learners do a role play if 
the text lends itself to it.

Group-guided reading

Before reading
• Page through the story the learners will read. Talk about the illustrations.
• Ask them to predict what the story will be about; based on the title and the 

pictures.
• Introduce new or difficult words prior to the learners reading the story. 
• Make word cards to introduce new vocabulary. (See the list of new vocabulary 

in the back inner cover.)

First reading
• Learners should read the text individually. 
• Learners should read silently or they can ‘whisper-read’ the text.
• Move from one learner to the next, requesting each learner to read a section of 

the text aloud. 

Discussion 
• Ask comprehension questions based on the text. 
• Focus on phonics, sight words and vocabulary.
• You will find the activities in the back of this book useful to guide the 

discussion. (Select appropriate activities for the level of the learners.)

Second reading
• On later days, let learners reread the book, either in pairs or alone. 
• Focus on fluency, grammar and vocabulary.  
• Let learners complete the group-guided activities which are included in the 

back of this book. (Select appropriate activities for the level of the learners.)
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The Blue Whale is the largest animal in the 
world.  

Whales are mammals and breathe air as we do. 
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a.  What is the same in the two pictures?
b.  What is different in the pictures?
c.  Look at the first picture. How do you think the Clownfish 

family feel?  Why do you think they feel like this?
 Have you ever felt like this?
d.  Look at the second picture. Now how do you think they feel? 

Why do you think they feel like this?
 Have you ever felt like this? 
e.  If you were a fish, how would you feel if your family were 

attacked by a shark?

2 

Group reading activities

a. Tell your friend if you liked the story. 
Give a reason for your answer.

b. What do you think would have happened if 
Wendy Whale had not answered her phone?

c. Make up a new ending for the story.

Look at the 2 pictures. Think about the following 
questions and discuss your answers with your friend.
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3 Complete this activity in your exercise book.

a.  Find words with the following beginning sounds in the story 
and write them down:

  thr-
 sch-

 
scr-

 

b.  Find words with the following sounds in the story and write 
them down:  

ai  oo  ou  ee  ei  ea   

c. Find words in the story with a silent ‛e’ and write them 
down. 

d. Write these words in your personal dictionary.
 friends  fish  whale  

shark

e. Complete these sentences using prepositions.

They swam _______ the ocean.

The fish were afraid ______ the shark.

f. Rewrite the following sentences in the present tense.

Wendy swam straight to the coral.

They heard someone screaming.

Group reading activities

Look at the 2 pictures. Think about the following 
questions and discuss your answers with your friend.
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g. Rewrite these sentences 
and add punctuation where 
necessary.  

wendy swam straight to the Clownfish family  home

help wendy help

why was Angie Angel scared

  Read these questions and tell your friend the answers.

a. What is the title of the story?
b. Who are the main characters in the story?
c. Where does the story take place?
d.  What danger did the Clownfish family face?
e. Tell the story in your own words. Write 4 or 5 sentences. 
f. Draw a picture for each sentence 

illustrating your paragraph.

4

5 Imagine you are Angie 
Angelfish. 
Write an SMS to Wendy 
Whale to thank her for 
saving your life.

Dear Wendy, 

  Read these questions and tell your friend the answers.

.  ,  ?  !
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In group-guided reading, teachers 
guide learners of a similar reading 
level, to read the same book, in 
a group. 
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