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Jerry loves reading



Group-guided reading

Learners should do the group-reading 
activities after reading the story. 
Let learners work in groups to complete the 
appropriate group-reading activities included 
in the back of the book. They should not 
write in this book. Written activities should 
be done in their exercise books.

Let learners do a role play 
if the text lends itself to it.

Group-guided reading

Before reading
• Page through the story the learners will read. Talk about the illustrations.
• Ask them to predict what the story will be about; based on the title and the 

pictures.
• Introduce new or difficult words prior to the learners reading the story. 
• Make word cards to introduce new vocabulary. (See the list of new vocabulary 

in the back inner cover.)

First reading
• Learners should read the text individually. 
• Learners should read silently or they can ‘whisper-read’ the text.
• Move from one learner to the next, requesting each learner to read a section 

of the text aloud. 

Discussion 
• Ask comprehension questions based on the text. 
• Focus on phonics, sight words and vocabulary.
• You will find the activities in the back of this book useful to guide the 

discussion. (Select appropriate activities for the level of the learners.)

Second reading
• On later days, let learners reread the book, either in pairs or alone. 
• Focus on fluency, grammar and vocabulary.  
• Let learners complete the group-guided activities which are included in the 

back of this book. (Select appropriate activities for the level of the learners.)
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Jerry the giraffe lives in the zoo.

One day, Jerry saw a little girl
reading a book in front of him.

“That book looks very interesting,” 
he thought.
“I wish I could go to the library to
get some books.”
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The next day Jerry the
giraffe ran away from the zoo.
He went to the library.
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ZOO
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“I wish I could read a book in the 
Library,” he thought.

Jerry looked into the windows.
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L I B R A RY
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Jerry looked into the first
window. He looked at Jabu’s book.

“Wow! I like the book about 
spaceships.” 



9 999 



10

Then he looked into the second 
window and saw Ann reading a 
book.

“That storybook also looks
good too,” he thought.
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I spy ...
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Jerry then looked into the third
window. He saw Bongi reading a 
book.

“That book about cooking looks
yummy!” he thought.
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Jerry looked into the fourth
window. This time he saw the
librarian and she saw him.

“Help! Help!” she shouted.  
The book fell down.

“Help! There is a giraffe looking
through the window!” Nobody 
heard her. So she had to phone 
the zookeeper.



15 15 



16

“Oh no, Jerry, you must
go back to the zoo,” said the
zookeeper.
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ZOO
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So Jerry went back. 
“Welcome back to the zoo Jerry.
Cheer up, I will give you books”, 
said the zookeeper.

Books are magical!
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Sing!

I know a Giraffe

I know a giraffe,
with a neck that’s real high.

She stretches and stretches,
till she reaches the sky.
She lives on the plains,
with the elephants too.
You might also see her,
when you go to the zoo.

20

when you go to the zoo.

2020

(Sung to: “On Top of Old Smokey”)

I know a Giraffe
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Sing!

21 

Giraffes
The giraffe is the tallest living land
animal and eats leaves from trees.
Giraffes have long necks and tails.
Their tongues are so long they can
lick their ears.
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1 Look at the pictures.
Tell your friend what happens in each picture.
Tell your friend which picture should be first,
second, third and fourth.
Re-tell the story to your friend using the pictures.

Group reading activities
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Role play the story.2

3 How does picture two differ from picture one?
How many differences can you find?

4 Write two sentences about the above picture.

5 Read these questions. Tell your friend the answers.

a.  What is the title of the story?
b.  Who is the main character?
c.  What books does Jerry see in the library?

PICTURE 1 PICTURE 2
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d.  Why did the librarian drop the book when she saw Jerry?
e.  Do you think this is a true story?
f.  How many animals can you see on page five?
 Name them.
g.  How do you think Jerry felt when they took him back to
 the zoo?
 Give a reason for your answer.
h.  What question do you want to ask your teacher about this
 story?

6 What is your favourite book?
Write four to six sentences about your favourite book.
Then draw a picture for your story.

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________
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The CAPS requires teachers to 
allocate some time each day for 
focused group-guided reading. 

In group-guided reading, teachers 
guide learners of a similar reading 
level, to read the same book, in 
a group. 
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