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That’s what 
friends are for



Group-guided reading

Before reading
• Page through the story the learners will read. Talk about the illustrations.
• Ask them to predict what the story will be about; based on the title and the 

pictures.
• Introduce new or difficult words prior to the learners reading the story. 
• Make word cards to introduce new vocabulary. (See the list of new vocabulary 

in the back inner cover.)

First reading
• Learners should read the text individually. 
• Learners should read silently or they can ‘whisper-read’ the text.
• Move from one learner to the next, requesting each learner to read a section of 

the text aloud. 

Discussion 
• Ask comprehension questions based on the text. 
• Focus on phonics, sight words and vocabulary.
• You will find the activities in the back of this book useful to guide the 

discussion. (Select appropriate activities for the level of the learners.)

Second reading
• On later days, let learners reread the book, either in pairs or alone. 
• Focus on fluency, grammar and vocabulary. 
• Let learners complete the group-guided activities which are included in the 

back of this book. (Select appropriate activities for the level of the learners.)

Let learners do a role play 
if the text lends itself to it.

Group-guided reading

Learners should do the group-reading 
activities after reading the story. 
Let learners work in groups to complete the 
appropriate group-reading activities included 
in the back of the book. They should not 
write in this book. Written activities should 
be done in their exercise books.



Title: That’s what friends are for

Language: English

Level: Grade 2 Home Language Reader  
Level 2 Book 2

Text type: Narrative

Sight words: cried, replied, with, herself, shouted, towards, 
before, could, about, should

Vocabulary:
bikes, tyre, puncture, repair kit, muttered, 
moonlight, croaking, hooting, chirping, 
squeaking

Phonics: oo, ea, ei, ai, ie, ou, oa, silent e, sh-, th-, ch-, 
br-, fr-, cr-, sl- , st

Content,  
concepts and 

skills:

 � Describe pictures.
 � Sequence pictures.
 � Match captions with pictures.
 � Use pictures to re-tell the story.
 � Role play the story.
 � Sequence sentences to re-tell the story.
 � Find words with the following sounds in the 
story: cr-, fr-, sl-, bl-.

 � Use the following sounds to complete words: 
st, th, ch.

 � Write down the sounds that animals make.
 � Read and answer comprehension questions.
 � Write a thank-you card.
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