
GRADE 3 HOME LANGUAGE

EN
G

LI
SH

2Book
Level: 2

Thandi has 
a bad day

 Robby Rabbit 
tricks Freddie Fox

Grumpy Kid’s diary



Group-guided reading

Before reading
• Page through the story the learners will read. Talk about the illustrations.
• Ask them to predict what the story will be about; based on the title and the 

pictures.
• Introduce new or difficult words prior to the learners reading the story. 
• Make word cards to introduce new vocabulary. (See the list of new vocabulary 

in the back inner cover.)

First reading
• Learners should read the text individually. 
• Learners should read silently or they can ‘whisper-read’ the text.
• Move from one learner to the next, requesting each learner to read a section of 

the text aloud. 

Discussion 
• Ask comprehension questions based on the text. 
• Focus on phonics, sight words and vocabulary.
• You will find the activities in the back of this book useful to guide the 

discussion. (Select appropriate activities for the level of the learners.)

Second reading
• On later days, let learners reread the book, either in pairs or alone. 
• Focus on fluency, grammar and vocabulary. 
• Let learners complete the group-guided activities which are included in the 

back of this book. (Select appropriate activities for the level of the learners.)

Let learners do a role play if 
the text lends itself to it.

Group-guided reading

Before reading

Let learners complete the group-guided activities which are included in the 
back of this book. (Select appropriate activities for the level of the learners.)

Let learners do a role play if 
the text lends itself to it.

Learners should do the group-reading 
activities after reading the story. 
Let learners work in groups to complete the 
appropriate group-reading activities included 
in the back of the book. They should not 
write in this book. Written activities should 
be done in their exercise books.
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FULL OF CHEER
May you have a special day,
May your heart be full of cheer,
May love and laughter find you,
May your smiles be ear to ear. 
May your joy be everlasting,
May only good things come your way,
May all your wishes be answered,
May you be blessed on your birthday.

BRING OUT THE CAKE
Let’s get out the balloons,
Let’s bring out the cake,
Let’s blow out the candles,
Let’s really celebrate.

You deserve to be happy,
You have it coming your way,
You deserve to be loved,

Since it’s your special day.

Happy birthday!

FULL OF CHEER
May you have a special day,
May your heart be full of cheer,
May love and laughter find you,
May your smiles be ear to ear. 
May your joy be everlasting,
May only good things come your way,
May all your wishes be answered,
May you be blessed on your birthday.

May your heart be full of cheer,
May love and laughter find you,
May your smiles be ear to ear. 

May only good things come your way,
May all your wishes be answered,
May you be blessed on your birthday.

You have it coming your way,
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Group reading activities
Look at the pictures.11
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• Tell your friend what is happening in each picture.
•  Tell your friend which picture should be first, second, third 

and last.
• Retell the story to your friend using the pictures.

Match the words with the pictures. Mime the words so that 
your friend can guess what you are doing. 
Lastly, use each word in a sentence to show that you 
understand its meaning.  

whispered shouted

giggled sulked

wondered watched

laughed hugged
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Read the story again and then tell your friend the 
answers to these questions.
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• Who are the main characters in the story?
• What present did Thandi get for her birthday?
•  What words on page two show that Thandi was very happy 

with her present? 
• Why did she want to show it to her friends?
•  The story starts and ends with Thandi feeling excited. 

What caused her to feel excited at the start and the end of 
the story?

•  What happens in the middle of the story that causes Thandi 
to feel sad?

• How do we know that Thandi was able to tell the time?
•   Do you think that Sisile and Lisa are good friends? Why?
•  When you read how Thandi felt in the middle of the story, 

did you feel sorry for her? Say why.
•  Look at the pictures in the story. What clues do they 

give that tells us that the children were planning a secret 
birthday party?

•  If your friends ignored you on your birthday, how would you 
feel? What would you say? 

•  At the end of the story, Ken grinned. Why do you think 
he grinned?
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Imagine you are Thandi.
Copy the following times into your exercise book and 
then write down what happened to you at the different 
times today.
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Imagine you are Sisile or Lisa. Make an invitation card for 
the children in Grade 3 inviting them to the surprise party 
at Thandi’s house. Give the date, time and address. 
Remind the children to keep the party a secret.

55

07:00

07:15 I got onto the school bus.

07:30 

07:55

10:00

13:00

14:00
I walked into my house and I saw all the Grade 3 children. 
They had arranged a surprise party for me.

 Date:
 Time:
 Address:

 Contact:
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