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Introduction

The purpose of this document is to highlight the provision of curriculum and assessment supporting materials for learners and teachers developed or
approved by the Department of Basic Education and available online to support progressive learning and teaching. In some instances, policies and guideline
booklets are attached to outline basic protocol to guide decisions and achieve improved outcomes. The materials are arranged according to specific themes,
namely; the Annual National Assessments (ANA), the National Senior Certificate (NSC), the Curriculum Assessment Policy Statement (CAPS), The
Workbooks, Mind the Gap (MTG) and Thutong Education Resource Portal (Thutong).

The information from the themes in this document are organised in colour code, ANA is highlighted in orange, NSC in green, CAPS in blue, Workbooks in
grey, MTG in pink and Thutong in brown. They are also arranged in the order indicated above. The purpose and definition of the themes are defined below as
follows;

e The Department of Basic Education introduced The Annual National Assessments (ANA) nationally in 2011 to measure learner performance in
Numeracy/Mathematics and Literacy/Language in public schools nationally for Grade 1 - 6 and Grade 9 learners from 2012. The ANAs are nationally
standardise assessments that measure the skills and knowledge learners are expected to have acquired as a result of learning and teaching based on
the curriculum. The purpose of ANA is captured in the Delivery Agreement as well as in the Action Plan to 2014: Towards the Realisation of Schooling
2025. In terms of these strategic documents, ANA is expected to have four key effects on schools: namely, expose teachers to better assessment
practices, make it easier for districts to identify schools with the greatest need for assistance, encourage schools to celebrate outstanding performance;
and empower parents with important information about their children’s performance.

e The National Senior Certificate (NSC) examinations commonly known as “matric” have become an annual event of major public significance in South
Africa. The NSC examinations are the exit examination Grade 12 learners complete to measure competencies learners are expected to have mastered
over 12 years of schooling. The NSC is a requirement for enrolment in most higher education institutions, particularly universities. The NSC not only
signifies the culmination of twelve years of formal schooling but the NSC examination is one of the key barometers to indicate the state of health of the
education system. This examination which attracts attention from all sectors of society has made significant progress over the last 152 years since the
first formal examination was conducted in South Africa under the University of the Cape of Good Hope in 1858. The NSC stands on the shoulders of
years of tradition and development in assessment since that first examination in 1858.

e The National Curriculum and Assessment Policy Statement (CAPS) is a single, comprehensive, and concise policy document, which replaces the Subject
and Learning Area Statements, Learning Programme Guidelines and Subject Assessment Guidelines for all the subjects listed in the National Curriculum
Statement Grades R - 12. CAPS form part of the National Curriculum Statement Grades R-12, which represents a policy statement for learning and
teaching in South African schools and comprises the following:

a) Curriculum and Assessment Policy Statements (CAPS) for all approved subjects
b) National policy pertaining to the programme and promotion requirements of the National Curriculum Statement Grades R — 12; and
c) National Protocol for Assessment Grades R — 12
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The CAPS address the gaps and challenges that were identified in the National Curriculum Statements (NCS) thus facilitating improved understanding of
the curriculum focus and direction by teachers and resultantly improved classroom practice.

In response to concerns about the quality and effectiveness of textbooks and poor learner performance throughout the system, the DBE developed and
delivered the first set of workbooks for Grade 1 to 9 in 2011 and Siyavula textbooks for Grade 10 to 12 in Mathematics and Physical Science. They are
intended to assist teachers and learners directly in the classroom through the provision of worksheets; activities to reinforce Language and Literacy,
Mathematics and Numeracy and Physical Science skills; provide teachers with a framework to monitor learner performance; provide lesson plans ;and
pace curriculum coverage appropriately.

The workbooks are organised into four worksheets per week, divided over eight weeks per term. All workbooks comply with the latest Curriculum
Assessment Policy Statement (CAPS). For each year a learner (Gr1-9) will get two workbooks for each subject. Workbook 1, to use from January to June
and Workbook 2, for use from July to December. Grade R learners will receive four books per year, one for each term. They provide every learner with
worksheets to practise the language and numeracy skills they have been taught in class. They are also meant to help teachers track the progress of
learners and provide extra support if needed. They are a simple way to structure learning activities for learners.

The Department of Basic Education has pleasure in releasing the study guide series called Mind the Gap study guides for Grade 12 learners. These
study guides are another innovative and committed attempt by the Department of Basic Education to improve the academic performance of Grade 12
candidates in the National Senior Certificate (NSC) examination. The first subjects in the series include Life Sciences, Accounting, Economics and
Geography. The Mind the Gap study guide series is produced in both English and Afrikaans to assist those learners that have been underperforming due
to a lack of exposure to the content requirements of the curriculum. The series aims to mind-the-gap between failing and passing, by bridging-the-gap in
learners’ understanding of commonly tested concepts so candidates can pass.

Each of the Mind the Gap study guides provides explanations of key terminology, simple explanations and examples of the types of questions that
learners can expect to be asked in an exam. Model answers are included to assist learners in building their understanding. Learners are also referred to
specific questions in past national exam papers and exam memos that are available on the Department’s website.

Through the Thutong Portal, the South African Department of Basic Education aims to lead the drive to improve learning in the country through
appropriate use of technology. The Thutong Portal is the online point of entry to a comprehensive array of free educational resources, policy information,
and interactive services concerning all aspects of the South African Schooling Sector. It provides relevant information and services about the South
African school curriculum, teacher development, school administration and management. Thutong aims to facilitate ease of use, enabling users to find
and make use of its resources and services in the most intuitive ways possible. In order to help to develop and improve the quality of education in South
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Africa, the curriculum resources contained in the Thutong Portal will seek to describe the teaching and learning pathways and processes that learners
should work through in order to achieve identified Learning Outcomes and/or Assessment Standards as set out in the South African National Curriculum
Statements. Thutong’'s key focus is on creating strong and vibrant online communities of practice in order to facilitate discussion and sharing of

information and ideas amongst peer networks, and in an effort to encourage South African educators to develop and improve education by sharing the
country’s common intellectual capital.

The tables following provider details on the supporting documents according to the discussed order, namely Annual National Assessments (ANAs), The
National Senior Certificate (NSC), Curriculum Assessment Policy Statement (CAPS), The Workbooks, Mind the Gap (MTG) and Thutong Education Resource
Portal (Thutong|). The document indicate the name, purpose and intended effect, the grade and subject the documents support as well as a hyper-link to the
website where the documents may be accessed. Where possible, the documents referred to are imbedded in the document.
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ANA provide evidence-based feedback on how teaching
translates into learner performance.

The purpose of this document is to provide a guide on how to
interpret and use the results of the annual national
assessments (ANA). The ANA are an important strategy of
the Department of Basic Education to improve the quality of
learning outcomes in the education system. The results of
ANA provide evidence-based feedback on how teaching
translates into learner performance

Grade 1-6

Grade 9

Grade 1-6

Grade 9

Grade 1-6

Grade 9

Mathematics
Numeracy
Literacy
Language

Mathematics
Numeracy
Literacy
Language

Mathematics
Numeracy
Literacy
Language

Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5
Grade 6
Grade 9

http://www.education.go
v.za/LinkClick.aspx?fileti
cket=Ko7bNU802fw%3d
&tabid=424&mid=1831

http://www.education.go
v.za/LinkClick.aspx?fileti
cket=UaMajKmIOHwW%3

d&tabid=424&mid=1831



http://www.education.gov.za/LinkClick.aspx?link=762&tabid=424&mid=2135
http://www.education.gov.za/LinkClick.aspx?link=763&tabid=424&mid=2135
http://www.education.gov.za/LinkClick.aspx?link=764&tabid=424&mid=2135
http://www.education.gov.za/LinkClick.aspx?link=765&tabid=424&mid=2135
http://www.education.gov.za/LinkClick.aspx?link=766&tabid=424&mid=2135
http://www.education.gov.za/LinkClick.aspx?link=767&tabid=424&mid=2135
http://www.education.gov.za/LinkClick.aspx?link=768&tabid=424&mid=2135
http://www.education.gov.za/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=Ko7bNU8o2fw%3d&tabid=424&mid=1831
http://www.education.gov.za/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=Ko7bNU8o2fw%3d&tabid=424&mid=1831
http://www.education.gov.za/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=Ko7bNU8o2fw%3d&tabid=424&mid=1831
http://www.education.gov.za/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=Ko7bNU8o2fw%3d&tabid=424&mid=1831
http://www.education.gov.za/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=UaMajKmI0Hw%3d&tabid=424&mid=1831
http://www.education.gov.za/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=UaMajKmI0Hw%3d&tabid=424&mid=1831
http://www.education.gov.za/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=UaMajKmI0Hw%3d&tabid=424&mid=1831
http://www.education.gov.za/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=UaMajKmI0Hw%3d&tabid=424&mid=1831

The Annual
National
Assessment 2013:
Guidelines for the
interpretation and
use of ANA results

The Diagnostic
Report

Annual National
Assessment 2011

Curriculum &
Assessment
support

Curriculum &
Assessment
Support/Teacher
Support/ School
Management &
District Support
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The purpose of this Diagnostic Report is to highlight and
present to teachers and School Management Teams (SMTS)
specific areas of Language and Mathematics knowledge and
skills in which learners who participated in ANA 2011 were
found to be inadequately equipped. The evidence in this
report must be built into normal teaching programmes and
also used to inform specific interventions to improve the
levels and quality of learner performance in schools.
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The purpose of this Diagnostic Report is to highlight and
present to teachers and School Management Teams (SMTSs)
specific areas of Language and Mathematics knowledge and
skills in which learners who participated in ANA 2012 were
found to be inadequately equipped. The evidence in this
report must be built into normal teaching programmes and
also used to inform specific interventions to improve the
levels and quality of learner performance in schools.

The intended use of the ANA papers is similar as that of the
exemplars; to afford learners with the opportunity to complete
the previous year’s tests after the formal ANAs have been
completed. Learners are then able to work through the test to
strengthen areas where they did not perform well.

The intended use of the ANA papers is similar as that of the
exemplars; to afford learners with the opportunity to complete
the previous year’s tests after the formal ANAs have been
completed. Learners are then able to work through the test to
strengthen areas where they did not perform well.
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the previous year’s tests after the formal ANAs have been
completed. Learners are then able to work through the test to
strengthen areas where they did not perform well.
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The DBE is determined to improve the language and
mathematics skills of our learners. To address this the DBE
has developed ANA exemplars which provide learners and
teacher with practise tests in order to support the required
skills.

The DBE is determined to improve the language and
mathematics skills of our learners. To address this the DBE
has developed ANA exemplars which provide learners and
teacher with practise tests in order to support the required
skills.

The purpose of the learner report is to provide schools and
districts with a template for reporting learner performance to
parents.

The timetable indicates when the ANA assessments will
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The Siyavula study materials used to assist teachers and
learners directly in the classroom through the provision of
worksheets: activities to reinforce Language and Literacy,
Mathematics and Numeracy and Physical science skills;
provide teachers with a framework to monitor learner
performance; provide lesson plans; and pace curriculum
coverage appropriately.

The purpose of this document is to make provision for the
determination of National Education Policy regarding
Curriculum frameworks, Core syllabuses and education
programmes, learning standards, examinations and the
certification of qualifications. This provision is subject to the
provisions of any law establishing a national qualifications
framework or a certifying or accrediting body.(2)the policy
stipulated in this document applies to public ordinary and
special schools and those independent schools that offer the
national  curriculum  statement grades R-12,which
comprise:(a)curriculum and assessment policy statements for
all approved subjects listed in this document;(b)national
policy pertaining to the programme and promotion
requirements of the national curriculum statement grades R —
12; and(c) national protocol for assessment grades R-—
12.(3)the policy document contemplated in subparagraph
(2)forms the basis for the minister of basic education to
determine minimum outcomes and standards, as well as the
processes and procedures for the assessment of learner
achievement as stipulated in section 6a of the South African
Schools Act, 1996 (Act no.84 of 1996) which is applicable to
public and independent schools?

Grade 10-12

GradesR-12

Mathematical Literacy
Mathematics

Physical Sciences

Languages
Mathematics
Mathematics Literacy

Computer Applications
Technology

Information Technology
Physical Science
History

Life Sciences

Engineering and graphic
designs

Geography
Tourism
Consumer studies
Hospitality Studies

Sport and exercise
studies

http://www.education.go
v.za/LinkClick.aspx?link
=886&tabid=166&mid=1
167

http://www.education.go
v.za/LinkClick.aspx?fileti
cket=6vJI2PJd%2fw4%3
d&tabid=390&mid=1890
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The National Policy
on the Conduct,
Administration and
Management of the
National Senior
Certificate: A
Qualification at
level 4 on the
National
Qualifications
Framework (NQF)

The Norms and
Standard for the
release of the
Public Examination
Results October
2011

Curriculum &
Assessment
Supporting
Material

Curriculum &
Assessment
Supporting
Material

This document provides the necessary policy support for
developing, organising, structuring and implementing an
assessment framework for the National Senior Certificate.

The Promotion of Access to Information Act, 2000 (Act No. 2
of 2000)(PAIA) requires the Department of Basic Education
to provide access to governmental information that it holds if
requested by any person or organization for the exercise or
protection of their rights.

The Act is in line with the provision of section 32(1) (a) of the
Constitution that states that everyone has the right to any
information held by the state. Section 32(1) (b) provides for
the horizontal application of the right of access to information
held by another person to everyone when that information is
required for the exercise or protection of any rights.

The Norms and Standards for the Release of Examination
Data are in compliance with the above and it takes into
account the importance of the integrity of public
examinations.

Grade 10-12

Grade 10-12

Computer Applications
Technology

Information Technology
Physical Science
History

Life Sciences
Engineering and graphic
designs

Geography

Tourism

Consumer studies
Hospitality Studies

Sport and exercise
studies

Languages
Mathematics
Mathematics Literacy

Computer Applications
Technology

Information Technology
Physical Science
History

Life Sciences

Engineering and graphic
designs

Geography
Tourism
Consumer studies
Hospitality Studies

Sport and exercise
studies

http://www.education.go
v.za/LinkClick.aspx?fileti
cket=MxkH8bTE3MA%3
d&tabid=390&mid=1127

http://www.education.go
v.za/LinkClick.aspx?fileti
cket=Dfk7L9bTwtY%3d
&tabid=390&mid=1127
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The Previous
Revisions: Exams
2011, 2012, 2013

The Self Study
Guides

Senior Certificate
2013 NSC Exam
timetable

Learner and
Curriculum&
Assessment
support
Learner and
Curriculum &
Assessment
Support

Learner,
Teacher and
Parent support

The previous exam papers booklets aim to assist learners
with regular revision in specific subjects and the
memorandum allows Grade 12 learners to assess
themselves.

The self study guides assists the NSC learners in
understanding and guidance of that particular subjects.

The Senior Certificate 2013 Examination time table assists
Grade 12 learners and teachers to take note of the dates and
times that a specific subject will be written; this aids to help
the revision planning.

Grade 12

Grade 10-12

Grade 12

Examination Paper

Languages
Mathematics
Mathematics Literacy

Computer Applications
Technology

Information Technology
Physical Science
History

Life Sciences
Engineering and graphic
designs

Geography

Tourism

Consumer studies
Hospitality Studies

Sport and exercise
studies

Languages
Mathematics
Mathematics Literacy

Computer Applications
Technology

Information Technology
Physical Science
History

Life Sciences
Engineering and graphic

http://www.education.go
v.za/Examinations/Past
ExamPapers/tabid/351/
Default.aspx
http://www.education.go
v.za/SelfStudyGuides/ta
bid/613/Default.aspx

http://www.education.go
v.za/LinkClick.aspx?fileti
cket=fKXdRaiGjv4%3d&
tabid=166&mid=1167
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The Workbooks for
Term1& 2

The Workbooks for
Term 3-4

Assessment
support

Learner and
Teacher Support

Learner and
Teacher Support

meant to help teachers track the progress of learners and
provide extra support if needed. They are a simple way to

structure

interaction of learners and the subject experts.

The workbooks are intended to assist teachers and learners
provide worksheets; Activities to
literacy and mathematics and

directly in the classroom.
reinforce

learning activities for

language and

learners

through

the

numeracy skills; helps teachers monitor student performance;

Provides easy to use lesson plans and assists teachers to

focus on the skills that learners should be acquiring each
grade level as outlined in the curriculum.

The publication is intended to provide support to learners and
teachers and contribute to the preparations of our learners in
their National Senior Certificate (NSC). It complements
textbooks and provides you with relevant

Grade R -9

Grade R -9

Literacy

Language

Mathematics P1
Mathematics P2
Mathematics Literacy P1
Mathematics Literacy P2
English Pi

English P2

Literacy, Numeracy ,
Life Skills, Languages

=913&tabid=643&mid=2
413
http://www.education.go
v.za/LinkClick.aspx?link
=862&tabid=643&mid=2
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gov.za/supportformatrics
[ISearchResults//Study
MateMaterials/tabid/333
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content knowledge for your studies.

The publication is intended to provide support to learners
and teachers and contribute to the preparations of our
learners in their National Senior Certificate (NSC). It
complements textbooks and provides you with relevant
content knowledge for your studies.

A lesson plan is the teacher's road map of what students
need to learn and how it could be done effectively during the
class time. The main purpose of the lesson plan to identify
student learning objectives, teacher/learning activities and
strategies to evaluate the learner.
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A lesson plan is the teacher's road map of what students
need to learn and how it could be done effectively during the
class time. The main purpose of the lesson plan to identify
student learning objectives, teacher/learning activities and
strategies to evaluate the learner.

The purpose of the Mind the Gap Study Guide is to assist
those learners that have been underperforming due to a lack
of exposure to the content requirements of the curriculum
and it helps the learner to prepare for the end-of-year
Accounting Grade 12 exam.
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The purpose of the Mind the Gap Study Guide is to assist
those learners that have been underperforming due to a lack
of exposure to the content requirements of the curriculum
and it helps the learner to prepare for the end-of-year
Economics Grade 12 exam.

The purpose of the Mind the Gap Study Guide is to assist
those learners that have been underperforming due to a lack
of exposure to the content requirements of the curriculum
and it helps the learner to prepare for the end-of-year
Geography Grade 12 exam.

The purpose of the Mind the Gap Study Guide is to assist
those learners that have been underperforming due to a lack
of exposure to the content requirements of the curriculum
and it helps the learner to prepare for the end-of-year Life
Sciences Grade 12 exam.

The catalogue represents a list of the approved Grade 12
books to be used in the years’ syllabus. The list is circulated
among schools for selection of the textbooks to be used
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