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The National Education Collaboration Trust (NECT) is effective because of its independence. It works closely and collaboratively with
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Preface

The NECT has designed and developed a series of modules that are intended
to help you to manage your own learning.

The modules have been designed and written for learners in Grades 7 to 12
and are consistent with the objectives of the life skills curriculum. They aim to
provide you with a set of basic skills that will help you to make the best use
of your educational opportunities.

As learners, it is important that you know how to learn and how to manage
and achieve success in education and in life. This series will help you to build
these skills over a period of one year.

This first module looks at why education is important. It focuses on the “journey
of life” and the things that you need to do to ensure that your journey is a
successful one. It contains many practical exercises that reinforce the
importance of education, and the idea that you can learn anywhere and
throughout your life.

GODWIN KHOSA
CEO
NECT
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Education is important
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Contents

The journey 10 SUCCESS - oo
Life JOUM@Y T oo
Life JOUIN@Y 2 s
Life JOUIN@Y 3 - oo
Life journey 4 ==

What does success mean to me? -
Building @ suCCessful PEersoN  -------nrrmrmrmmror oo

My own life Journey -
Building my future  -----------smmmmmm oo

The importance of education e
Learning happens all the time and everywhere ----------------mmoemmmmmmeemooooeeoooe
Is education important fO Me? -



The journey to success

We are on a journey to success ...

How we travel and how we complete our journey depends on what we do
along the way.
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The road to success has many twists and turns ...



Life journey 1

Look at the picture below. Name three important things that you think
contributed to the singer's success. Write these things in the boxes provided.
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Singer

| grew up in a poor
family in a small village
in the Eastern Cape.
Thanks to my choir
teacher at school | am
now an intfernational
singing star.

T
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Life journey 2

Look at the picture below. Name three important things that you think
contributed to the plumber's success. Write these things in the boxes provided.

4 )

/ ) T
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Life journey 3

Look at the picture below. Name three important things that you think
contributed to the nurse's success. Write these things in the boxes provided.
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| always wanted to help
people. | worked hard
Fadvg 2777 af school and got a
bursary to study nursing.
This is my dream
come tfrue!
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Life journey 4

Look atf the picture below. Name three important things that you think contributed
to the success of the office manager. Write these things in the boxes provided.
What do you think is missing from the journey of the unemployed person?

4 1

Office manager

l am glad I am
able to support
myself and my

/ family.

| left school
in Grade 10,
Itis hard to
find work if
you don't
have skills or
education.




What does success mean to me?

People have different ideas about what success means. Do the ideas listed
below represent success for you? Tick (") Yes or No. How important is each
of these to you? For each idea, circle a number from 1 1o 5. Add your own
ideas in the blank spaces atf the bottom of the table.

Ideas of success Does this How important
j represent . is this to you?
. success foryou? @ Low ... High

1. A nice house Yes No 1 2 3 4 5

2. A nice car Yes No 1 2 3 4 5

...............................................................................................................................

3. Doing a job that you enjoy,

even if it is not very well paid VS e I
4 Geffingagoodmatic | Yes No 1 2 4 45
5 Mokinglofsof money Yes No 123 45
6. Beingmaried with chicten | Yes  No 12345
7. Traveling fo ofher counties | Yes No | 12345
e o Voo Mo 12
9. Being well knownand popular.  Yes No. |1 2 3 4 5
10.Confinuing your education

at a university or college 3 NG I
R Yes No 122345
2 Yes No 12345

...............................................................................................................................




Building a successful person

Look at the diagram below. The people at the centre both want to be
successful. Design a journey for them which you think will lead them to success.
In the blank circles, write what you will include in their journeys that will help
them to be successful.

A successful
person will...

What are the most important items you have listed? Discuss them with your
peers and agree on the three most important things.



My own life journey

DREAM JOB

Now it's tfime fo
think about your
own journey
§)  through life and
~s\_how you will build

: your future.

Now design and build your own
journey to success. On the road to
success in the diagram, there are
many signposts. These represent the
things that will help you to
complete your journey. First write
your dream job in the last box. In
the other boxes, 1-5, write all the
things that will help get you to your
DREAM JOB.



Building my future

Continue to build your future using the diagram below. Write your dream job
in the space next to "What | want to be”. In each of the circles write down
all the things that will help you tfo achieve your dream.

What | want to be:

The people who help me What I need to know

Building
my future

My values and attitudes My relationships with
’ . people

How | feel about myself

How will you learn what you need to know?



The importance of education
Is education important for your dream job?

Yes No

It's very important,
Education will give me
the skills and tools |
need to succeed.

Yes. it is
essential for
nearly every
type of job
or career.

gm



Learning happens all the time and everywhere

Where does learning happen? Is it a job for teachers only? How does it
happen? In the table below we have listed some of the places where learning
could happen. Do you believe that you can learn in each of these places?
Circle Yes or No. If you answer yes, write examples of what you can learn in
these places.

Places where Do you learn What do you

learning happens here? learn?
... at school Yes No
""""
"""" dovngswot e Ne'
"""" ohome  Yes No
with my friends Yes No

................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................

with my relatives Yes No

"""" emrecdoaray IR
from newspapers/magazines Yes No

""""

1



Is education important to me?
Do you take the time to learn from everyone and everywhere?

Yes No

Is education important to you?

Yes No

Enjoy your education; respect and honour those who
help and support you; do the best you can;
keep your goal in mind ... succeed

512
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