A J.
ECD Census 2021

because children count

Data was
collected between
August 2021

and
February 2022

42,420

Early Learning Programmes

1,660,316

Children enrolled

198,361

Staff employed

For a detailed report, or
more information, visit
www.education.gov.za/ECDCensus.aspx
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Basic Education
Social Development

ECD CENSUS 2021
BY THE NUMBERS

The Department of Basic Education in partnership with the LEGO Foundation
commissioned the first Early Childhood Development (ECD) Census to collect data
on all Early Learning Programmes (ELPs) in the country. The data will facilitate a
better understanding of the ECD landscape in South Africa and inform

more targeted resource allocation to improve outcomes.
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