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Research Agenda:
Purpose

• Seeks to guide and coordinate research undertaken in the sector

• Without restricting what is considered valid research

• Not intended to be “exclusive”

• Sets out the main research questions which are a priority for the 

Department

• Should improve evidence base required by government

• Should be useful for researchers desiring to focus on policy matters

• Aims to assist with coordination and collation of research within the 

sector

• Helps promote policy influence of research in more inclusive ways



Research Agenda:
Design: Development

• Medium-term period 2019 - 2023

• Designed with inputs from managers within the DBE, as well as from 

external stakeholders from various tertiary/ research institutions

• Will be updated annually

• Need to ensure focus remain on the priority areas



Research Agenda:
Design: Themes

• Teacher development

• Teacher support

• LTSM

• Teaching language/ reading

• Teaching mathematics/ numeracy

• Each thematic area has a few Main Research Questions, each with sub 

questions.

• Examples of ongoing research under each Main Research Question is also 

given (as we become aware of more studies, this section will be updated)

• Grade R and pre-Grade R

• Heterogeneous classrooms and learning

• ICTs

• Sector planning and budgeting

• Accountability

• Infrastructure

• Agenda is broken into 11 thematic areas:



Research Agenda:
Research Coordination, Monitoring and Evaluation

• RCME in the DBE is responsible for coordinating such research through 

the agenda, as well as facilitate coordination between researchers

• This coordination and collaboration will be facilitated in order to share 

ideas and resources, as well as ensuring that the broader spectrum of 

research questions are addressed. 

• In order to facilitate this process, researchers are encouraged to submit 

a short paragraph describing their potential research question



Research Agenda:
Provincial and other inputs

• Document has been published and is available on this link:

https://www.education.gov.za/Portals/0/Documents/Publications/Researc

h%20repository/Research%20Agenda_V1.pdf?ver=2019-07-31-135117-690

• Deadline for inputs in the next publication will be 15 October 2019.

• All 23 HEIs have been sent the Research Agenda

• Request provinces to also provide us with any inputs by 15 October 2019

• Recommend provinces adopt the agenda as a national agenda, 

provincialise it and share it with universities to inform university and share 

with students



Consultations
• Before developing a draft we asked DBE and several external researchers:

– Please identify THE 1 or 2 broad areas/topics for research on basic education 
that you think will be of critical importance in the sector over the next 5 to 
10 years.

– Please suggest 2 or 3 specific research questions that could address policy or 
programme design in the next few years.

• After developing a first draft, we presented it to:
– SMM
– BMM
– Programme Managers and Branches in DBE
– Provincial Education Departments

• Further revisions were then made.
• Today is both a launch of the first iteration, as well as a consultation for 

revisions/additions for the next update.



Research Agenda: Teacher Development



Research Agenda: Teacher Development
(Continued)



Research Agenda: Teacher Support



Research Agenda: LTSM



Research Agenda: Teaching 
Language/Reading 



Research Agenda: Teaching 
Numeracy/mathematics 



Research Agenda: Pre-Grade R and 
Grade R



Research Agenda: Heterogeneous 
classrooms and learning



Research Agenda: ICTs in education



Research Agenda: Sector planning and 
budgeting



Research Agenda: Accountability



Research Agenda: Infrastructure



Gaps?

• Entire themes?
– E.g. Assessments

• Sub‐questions?



RCME Contact

Research@dbe.gov.za



Additional Themes

• Indigenous knowledge systems
• Learner experiences and attitudes (including 
school safety, violence)

• Career guidance; pathways from school to work; 
technical skills and technical schools; does the 
market value non‐academic qualifications? 
Teacher supply for technical schools and subjects?

• Teacher morale



LTSM

• Play equipment for pre‐schools – what is needed 
and what is available?

• Digitisation of textbooks, and sequencing phasing 
digitized textbooks in with phasing out paper 
books



Infrastructure

• Appropriateness of infrastructure at Full service 
schools

• Infrastructure for children in ECD
• Maintenance issues
• Sanitation 
• Labs
• Land expropriation and spatial issues



ICTs in Education

• Practical implementation plans for ICTs in 
education (teacher training, maintenance, etc)

• Local suppliers of ICT and content – state of 
readiness

• Community and parent views on ICTs
• Safety and security issues around ICTs
• Connectivity: different implementation modalities 
and costs; reasons for non‐connectivity


