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2793. Mr C V Shongwe (MK) to ask the Minister of Basic Education:

[567] [Question submitted for oral reply now placed for written reply
because it is more than quota (Rule 137(8))]

(1) According to the 2022 report by the Department of Public Service and
Administration that more than 1 200 public servants were found to have
misrepresented their qualifications, prompting a broader vetting initiative across
departments, including her department, and noting that the SA Qualifications
Authority has emphasised the increasing number of fraudulent qualifications
with more than 3 000 qualifications flagged nationally across all sectors, what
measures has her department implemented to verify the authenticity of
academic qualifications and professional credentials of school principals; (2)
what is the total number of principals who have been vetted at the latest
specified date for which information is available?
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Response

(1) In terms of the Employment of Educators Act, 1998 (Act No. 76 of 1998), the
appointment of principals in public schools falls under the legal authority of the Head
of the relevant Provincial Education Department (PED). As employers, the Heads of
PEDs are mandated to verify the qualifications and credentials of candidates prior to
appointment, whether for initial employment or for promotional purposes.

In addition, all educators, including principals, must be registered with the South
African Council for Educators (SACE). SACE registration requires the submission of
verified academic qualifications, and SACE is empowered to maintain professional
and ethical standards within the profession.

Where there are doubts about the authenticity of qualifications, the South African
Qualifications Authority (SAQA) provides a verification service that is used by PEDs
to authenticate qualifications submitted during the recruitment process.

(2) The Department of Basic Education does not maintain a centralised record of the
number of principals in public schools whose qualifications have been verified during
recruitment, as this process is managed and documented at the provincial level. The
Honourable Member is therefore kindly requested to direct this question to the relevant
Members of the Executive Council (MECs) for Education in the provinces, in
accordance with Section 92(3)(b) of the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa,
1996, and Rule 134(5)(b) of the Rules of the National Assembly.
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