
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

WRITTEN REPLY 

QUESTION 2800 
 

DATE OF PUBLICATION OF INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER: 30/05/2025 

INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER: 24/2025 

2800. Ms C Jordaan (DA) to ask the Minister of Basic Education:  

[578] [Question submitted for oral reply now placed for written reply 
because it is more than quota (Rule 137(8))] 

 

(1) What progress has been made with the Bana Pele Early Child Development 
Centre Registration Drive to date; (2) whether the specified initiative has 
expanded beyond Gauteng yet; if not, what is the position in this regard; if so, 
what are the relevant details? 
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Response 

The application process is live in all provinces, with district officials and NGOs trained 

to support ECD practitioners in the process. 8 out of 9 provinces have been trained on 

the approval process, with KwaZulu-Natal's training on the approval process taking 

place on 26 - 29 May. A full support team has been mobilised for the KwaZulu-Natal 

training, so that the province will be supported with accelerating the approval 

processes right from the start. The main blockage we currently faced in the approval 

processes is the instability of the Department of Social Development’s National Child 

Protection Register system. The Department of Basic Education (DBE) is in the 

process of building an API to automate this process and thereby free up the time of 

officials grappling with an unstable system. 

  
Date onboarded  and 

Go-Live 

Target for 

Dec 2025 
Applications Approvals 

EC 
Nov-2024 (Go-

live:07/03/25) 
1000 425 60 

FS 
Nov-24 (Go-live : 

21/10/24)  
476 259 128 

GP 
June-24 (Go-live: Aug-

24) 
4,600 3,893 2428 

KZN 
Feb-25 (Go-live: 

24/04/25) 
1,500 452 

Approval training 

planned for 26 - 29 

May 

LP 
Feb-25 (Go-live: 

06/03/25) 
1,719 988 378 

MPU 
Dec-24 (Go-live: 

06/03/25) 
1,000 883 36 

NC 
Oct-24 (Go-

live:  22/11/24) 
500 257 90 

NW 
Feb-25 (Go-

live:  13/02/25) 
1,000 455 40 
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WC 
Dec-24 (Go-

live:  10/24) 
2,000 2,182 652 

TOTAL   13,795 8,945 3,812 

The second phase of the registration process requires ECD programmes to meet the 

norms and standards (often requires investment), as well as Social Workers and 

Environmental Health Practitioners to conduct site visits. The second phase is being 

piloted in Gauteng and will be rolled out to other provinces from June 2025. 

The Minister of Basic Education remains committed to supporting ECD centres to 

achieve full registration and compliance, recognising the foundational importance of 

ECD in improving learning outcomes throughout the schooling system. 
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