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2801. Ms C Jordaan (DA) to ask the Minister of Basic Education:  

[579] [Question submitted for oral reply now placed for written reply 
because it is more than quota (Rule 137(8))] 

 

(1) What steps has her department taken, in collaboration with the Department 
of Transport, to improve the awareness of leaners for road safety who make 
use of scholar transport; (2) whether her department maintains any statistics of 
the total number of learners who have been reported injured and/or killed due 
to incidents related to scholar transport in the past three years; if not, why not; 
if so, what are the relevant details? 
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Response 

(1) The Department of Basic Education (DBE) works in collaboration with the 

Department of Transport (DoT) and its Road Traffic Management Corporation 

(RTMC), as well as provincial and municipal traffic enforcement authorities, to raise 

awareness and improve learner safety in relation to scholar transport. 

Road safety enforcement and awareness campaigns are primarily conducted by the 

RTMC and law enforcement agencies at all three spheres of government. These 

campaigns have been implemented at several school sites and include engagement 

with learners, parents, teachers and transport operators. Specific initiatives focus on: 

• Promoting safe pedestrian behaviour among learners; 

• Educating learners and parents about road safety responsibilities; 

• Conducting inspections of learner transport vehicles to ensure 

compliance with safety regulations; and 

• Strengthening collaboration with school safety officers and traffic 

authorities. 

The DBE and DoT are intensifying these efforts by implementing targeted road safety 

education and compliance programmes across high-risk areas. The DBE continues to 

emphasise that all stakeholders – including parents, operators and schools – have a 

shared responsibility to ensure that scholar transport is safe and reliable. 

(2) The DBE maintains records of incidents involving subsidised learner transport 

based on reports submitted by Provincial Education Departments. The DBE has 

advised that the table below provides a summary of public schools affected by scholar 

transport accidents, and the number of learners reported injured or deceased as a 

result, over the last three academic years: 
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*2024/25 figures are based on reports received up to 30 April 2025. 

The DBE continues to work closely with provinces to ensure the safety of learners 

using scholar transport services and remains committed to strengthening monitoring, 

enforcement and response mechanisms to prevent further tragedies. 

The Minister of Basic Education reiterates that the safety and wellbeing of learners is 

a top priority and that no child should be put at risk on their way to or from school. 
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