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1338. Ms L P Mhlongo (KwaZulu-Natal: MKP) to ask the Minister of Basic 
Education:  

Bridging rural/urban education 

What measures has she implemented to address and close disparities in 
resources, infrastructure and learning outcomes between rural and urban public 
schools to ensure equitable access to quality education across the 
Republic?                              
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Response 

The Department of Basic Education (DBE) continues to support Provincial Education 

Departments (PEDs) to implement a range of targeted interventions to bridge 

disparities in resources, infrastructure and learning outcomes between rural and urban 

public schools, in pursuit of the constitutional right to basic education and the broader 

goal of equitable access to quality learning opportunities for all learners. 

In terms of the South African Schools Act, 1996, read together with the Government 

Immovable Asset Management Act (GIAMA), 2007, provinces are responsible for the 

planning, provisioning and maintenance of public school infrastructure. The DBE sets 

national norms and standards and provides oversight and technical support to ensure 

uniform application across provinces. 

To this end, the Regulations Relating to Minimum Uniform Norms and Standards for 

Public School Infrastructure were promulgated to guide all provinces in delivering 

equitable facilities. The Regulations do not distinguish between rural and urban 

locations, as every learner, regardless of geography is entitled to safe, functional and 

dignified learning spaces. 

The DBE has also implemented programmes such as the Accelerated Schools 

Infrastructure Delivery Initiative (ASIDI) and the Sanitation Appropriate for Education 

(SAFE) initiative to eradicate inappropriate structures and pit toilets, with the remaining 

projects scheduled for completion in the current financial year. These initiatives have 

predominantly benefited rural and historically under-resourced schools. 

The Education Infrastructure Grant (EIG) and School Infrastructure Backlogs Grant 

(SIBG) continue to fund the construction of new schools, additional classrooms and 

rehabilitation of existing facilities, while the 10-Point Strategy to Fast-Track School 

Infrastructure Planning, Delivery, Maintenance and Monitoring aims to enhance 

efficiency and accountability. 

The DBE develops and publishes the National Catalogues of Learning and Teaching 

Support Materials, which guides provinces in procuring textbooks and other resources 

for all public schools. In addition, the DBE supplies workbooks for Grades R–9 in 

literacy, numeracy and life skills to every public school across the country. 

To address digital disparities, the DBE in partnership with mobile network operators 

through the Universal Service and Access Obligations (USAO) programme has 

provided over 115 000 ICT devices to public schools, most of which are in Quintile 1–

3 (rural and township) schools. Provinces are complementing these efforts through 

their own ICT rollout initiatives, particularly in KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape, Limpopo 

and Mpumalanga. 
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Teacher deployment remains a key driver of inequality between rural and urban 

schools. Under the leadership of the Minister, the DBE is reviewing the Post 

Provisioning Norms (PPN) to ensure a fairer and more efficient distribution of teachers, 

especially in the Foundation Phase, where class sizes are often larger in rural areas. 

The review aims to reduce Foundation Phase ratios to below 30 learners per class 

and ensure that every learner is taught by a qualified teacher. 

In addition, the Minister has prioritised: 

• Teacher development for the Foundation Phase, with the Funza 

Lushaka Bursary Scheme now prioritising students specialising in early grade 

teaching; 

• Mother-Tongue Bilingual-Based Education (MTBBE), which enables 

learners to access Mathematics, Science and Technology instruction in their 

home languages alongside English; and 

• Protection of teaching and learning time through strengthened measures 

for teacher attendance, support and performance and curriculum coverage. 

The results of the PIRLS 2021, TIMSS, and SEACMEQ assessments underscore the 

urgent need to improve foundational learning. The Minister has therefore placed a 

system-wide focus on: 

• Expanding access to Early Childhood Development (ECD) and 

improving quality through the national ECD registration drive; 

• Enhancing reading and numeracy through the Early Grade Reading 

Programme (EGRP) and the National Reading Literacy Strategy; and 

• Ensuring that infrastructure, resources and teaching quality are 

leveraged to close performance gaps between rural and urban learners. 

Recent fiscal reforms integrating the EIG and SIBG have shifted greater 

implementation responsibility to provinces. To mitigate the risk of underspending, the 

Minister has directed all MECs to submit provincial financial recovery and 

infrastructure delivery plans for review. The DBE is also preparing a budget bid to the 

Budget Facility for Infrastructure (BFI) to accelerate delivery in under-resourced areas. 

The DBE remains steadfast in its commitment to ensuring that where a child is born 

does not determine the quality of education they receive. Through its focus on 

foundational learning, equitable infrastructure investment, improved teacher allocation 

and strengthened accountability, the DBE continues to narrow the gap between rural 
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and urban schooling and create the conditions education for every learner in South 

Africa. 

This commitment aligns with Sustainable Development Goal 4 (Quality Education) and 

the Government of National Unity’s broader priority of ensuring equitable access, 

inclusion and opportunity for all learners, regardless of their geographic or socio-

economic background. 

 


