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272. Ms P Marais (EFF) to ask the Minister of Basic Education: to ask the
Minister of Basic Education:

Whether her department has any plans to build new schools to accommodate
learners who are subjected to walking long distances to attend schools; if not,
why not; if so, what are the relevant details of the
plans?
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Response

The Department of Basic Education (DBE) recognises the critical need to improve
access to education by addressing the challenge of learners walking long distances to
school.

It must be noted that section 3(3) of the South African Schools Act requires every MEC
for Education to ensure that there are enough school places so that every child who
lives in his or her province (and who is of compulsory school-going age) can attend
school. Further to this, section 12(1) of the South African Schools Act requires every
MEC for Education to ensure the provisioning of public school infrastructure.

The implementation of infrastructure projects outside of the DBE’s Accelerated School
Infrastructure Delivery Initiative (ASIDI) and the Sanitation Appropriate for Education
(SAFE) programme must therefore be implemented by Provincial Education
Departments (PEDs). The Department of Basic Education (DBE) is the national
department responsible for providing policy direction, support and oversight, while the
PEDS are responsible for planning and executing infrastructure projects in public
schools.

While MECs for Education are responsible for the provisioning of public school
infrastructure in their respective provinces, they do not report directly to the Minister,
Deputy Minister or the Department of Basic Education. This reality necessitates
heightened collaboration and oversight to ensure that national priorities are effectively
implemented at the provincial level. PEDs should not be returning funds to the National
Treasury while public school infrastructure backlogs persist.

PEDs, in collaboration with the DBE where necessary, are continuously working to
address infrastructure challenges in public schools. Plans for infrastructure
improvement are prioritised based on available funding and urgency. The timelines for
implementation are determined by PEDs based on their respective infrastructure
delivery plans.

Due to significant budget constraints, PEDs face challenges in accelerating the
delivery of school infrastructure at the required scale. In this regard, | have written to
the Minister of Finance ahead of the Budget Speech on Wednesday 18 February 2025,
requesting additional funding to support PEDs in this regard.

| must also highlight the recent developments announced as part of the Medium-Term
Budget Policy Statement, which outlined the integration of multiple conditional grants,
including the Education Infrastructure Grant (EIG) and the School Infrastructure
Backlog Grant. While this reform aims to streamline resource allocation, it reduces the
ability of the DBE to directly influence infrastructure delivery at a provincial level.
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Consequently, provinces will play an even greater role in the implementation of public
school infrastructure projects.

Under the EIG, PEDs have submitted infrastructure plans that include the construction
of new schools and the upgrading of existing facilities. These plans consider
population growth, urbanisation and the distance learners travel to school.

The DBE is in the process of submitting a funding request to bolster the EIG, ensuring
additional financial resources are available to provinces to ensure the provisioning of
new public schools.

In the current financial year, the DBE has advised that 134 new public schools are at
various stages of implementation by the relevant PEDs. Of these:

° 47 schools are in the planning phase,
o 72 schools are at different stages of construction, and
o 15 schools have been completed.

In instances where new schools cannot immediately be built, the DBE works with
PEDs to ensure the provision of learner transport services that enable learners to
safely access existing public schools without undue hardship. The provisioning of
learner transport services is a provincial competency, but the DBE provides planning
and coordination support to PEDs in this regard.

The DBE will continue to work closely with PEDs to prioritise school infrastructure
projects in areas of greatest need, within the constraints of available resources.



