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285. Mrs L F Tito (EFF) to ask the Minister of Basic Education: to ask the
Minister of Basic Education:

What (a) number of bullying cases have been reported to her department in
each province, since the opening of schools for the 2025 academic year and
(b) programmes have been (i) put in place and (ii) implemented to create an
anti-bullying awareness campaign in schools and the broader
society?
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The Department of Basic Education (DBE) has advised that the total number of
bullying incidents reported by the respective Provincial Education Departments
(PEDs) since the 15 January 2025 is as follows:

Province Total Number of Bullying Incidents
1. Eastern Cape 68
2. Free State 01
3. Gauteng 23
4. KwaZulu-Natal 29
5. Limpopo 305
6. Mpumalanga 26
7. Northern Cape 07
8. North-West 78
9. Western Cape 11
Total 548

The DBE has advised that the following programmes and strategies are used by the
DBE, PEDs, education districts and public schools to address bullying in schools:

1. National school Safety Framework

The DBE has developed the National School Safety Framework (NSSF) which is a
guiding framework in addressing all forms of violent incidences in schools, including
bullying. The NSSF empowers schools to identify and manage all safety threats in
schools and establish school safety committees comprising of stakeholders such
as teachers, police officers and school governing body members.

Furthermore, the NSSF also empowers schools to develop incident reporting
mechanisms, establish collaborations with external stakeholders (such as the South
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African Police Service (SAPS), the Department of Social Development and civil
society organisations), and develop school safety plans and policies to respond
to safety challenges. The DBE, PEDs and education districts continue to train
schools on the NSSF.

The DBE, together with its partner the Wits Reproductive Health and HIV Institute,
further developed an NSSF digital training course for school communities, to enable
them to access the training anywhere in the country. The course has been accredited
by the South African Council of Educators. As a result, educators receive
15 Professional Development Points (PDP) for successfully completing the course.

2. The Prevention and Management of Bullying in Schools

The DBE has also developed the “Addressing Bullying in Schools” Manual. This
manual assists schools to identify different types of bullying and develop anti-bullying
policies in schools to prevent and manage bullying. The DBE is in the process of
updating this manual for release by June 2025.

3. Code of Conducts for Learners

In line with the South African Schools Act, the School Governing Bodies of public
schools are required to develop and adopt codes of conduct for learners in
consultation with parents, educators and, where appropriate, learners. The codes of
conduct for learners stipulate (a) the rules of learner behaviour in schools; (b) the
disciplinary procedures to be undertaken after incidents of contravention are reported;
and (c) sanctions that may be imposed against learners found guilty of contravening
the applicable code of conduct for learners.

4, Partnership Protocol between the Department of Basic Education
and the South African Police Service (SAPS)

The DBE also has an established Protocol with SAPS to address crime and violence
in schools The Protocol has enabled all schools to be linked to their local police
stations, SAPS to conduct searches and seizures in schools and conduct crime
awareness and bullying campaigns in schools. Regularly, schools work with SAPS
and local community police forums and social workers to address violence-related
issues in schools.

5. Deputy Minister’s Inter-Departmental Campaign on the prevention
of Violence, Bullying, Corporal Punishment, GBV, Learner Pregnancy,
Drugs and Substance Abuse
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The DBE and its partner Departments responsible for Social Development, Justice
and Constitutional Development, Correctional Services, Police and Communications
and Digital Technologies have also embarked on an Inter-Departmental Campaign
on Violence Prevention. This Campaign raises awareness on issues such as the
prevention of bullying, corporal punishment, gender-based violence, teenage
pregnancy and drugs and substance abuse in schools. The Campaign has been
championed by the Deputy Minister of Basic Education and is supported by other
Deputy Ministers from the partner Departments. The Campaign has been targeting
districts with high levels of crime and violence known as hot spots. The Campaign
includes build up events that take groups of learners through priority content areas
related to violence prevention, including drugs and substance abuse.

To date, the Campaign has been rolled out in six provinces such as Gauteng (Gauteng
West District), Limpopo (Sekhukhune East District), Mpumalanga (Nkangala
District) and North-West (Dr Kenneth Kaunda District), Eastern Cape (Nelson
Mandela) and KwaZulu-Natal (Pinetown).

6. School Based- Bullying Awareness Sessions

Moreover, education districts in collaboration with PEDs and civil society organisations
conduct regular awareness raising interventions that explicitly advocate for the
prevention of violence in schools. These provincially led programmes include school
assembly talks, public debates and dialogues amongst learners. The DBE monitors
these awareness programmes through the District Monitoring of School Safety
Programmes annually.

7. Life Orientation Curricular

The DBE continues to implement the Life Skills and Life Orientation curriculum,
which is the main lever for preventing violence in schools amongst learners. The DBE
implements this Curriculum and Assessment Policy Statement annually and it covers
the following violence related topics: bullying, drugs and substance abuse, gender-
based violence and teenage pregnancy.

8. Online Safety Integrated Programme for Schools

The DBE collaborated with the United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF), the
Department of Social Development, the Department of Communications and Digital
Technologies (DCDT), the Film and Publication Board (FPB) and Google, as well as
AGAPE Youth Movement and developed the Online Safety Integrated Programme
for schools. The programme aims to address online harms such as cyberbullying,
sexual grooming and sexting, as well as human trafficking. To date, the North-West
and Northern Cape have been capacitated on the programme. In addition, the FPB
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and DCDT have continued to conduct awareness programmes on online safety in
various schools nationwide.

9. Psychosocial Support

Referral systems are established by schools through the School-Based-Support
Teams in referring victims or perpetrators of bullying to social workers or learner -
support agents or psychologist to receive the necessary counselling services.



