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286.    Mrs L F Tito (EFF) to ask the Minister of Basic Education: to ask the 
Minister of Basic Education: 

  

What number of (a) teaching posts have been advertised since the beginning 
of the 2025 academic year and (b) placements have effectively been executed 
thus 
far?                                                                                                                      
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Response 

Post Level 1 (PL1) teaching posts are not always advertised through a vacancy list, 

as these positions often require urgent filling to ensure uninterrupted learning and 

teaching in classrooms. However, school-based promotional posts (such as 

Departmental Heads, Deputy Principals, and Principals) are formally advertised 

through vacancy lists. 

The Department of Basic Education has advised that, since the beginning of the 2025 

academic year, only the Free State and Western Cape Provincial Education 

Departments have advertised promotional posts. The breakdown is as follows:  

Table 1: Advertised School-based promotional posts - 2025 

Province 

Promotional Posts Advertised 

Departmental 

Head 

Deputy 

Principal 
Principal 

Free State 467 166 152 

Western Cape 193 76 73 

  660 242 225 

Source: PED Reports 

The Department of Basic Education has advised further that, since January 2025, 

Provincial Education Departments have made a total of 4,864 PL1 teacher 

appointments across the nine provinces. These appointments include: 

• 488 relief placements; 

• 4,046 temporary appointments; and 

• 330 permanent placements. 

The breakdown of these appointments per province is as follows: 

  

Table 2: PL1 Teacher Appointments 2025 
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Province 

2025 PL1 Appointments 
Grand 

Total 
Relief Temporary Permanent 

Eastern Cape 44 8 13 65 

Free State - 438 40 478 

Gauteng - 891 12 903 

KwaZulu 

Natal 51 1 35 87 

Limpopo 92 5 70 167 

Mpumalanga 91 490 19 600 

North West 22 613 78 713 

Northern 

Cape 19 135 1 155 

Western 

Cape 169 1,465 62 1,696 

Grand Total 488 4,046 330 4,864 

Source: PERSAL, Jan 2025 

The filling of teaching vacancies is a provincial responsibility, as education is a 

concurrent function shared between the national and provincial governments. While 

the Department of Basic Education sets policies and norms, the Provincial Education 

Departments are responsible for the recruitment, appointment, and placement of 

educators. 

The Department of Basic Education continues, at a national level, to oversee and 

support provinces in addressing staffing challenges, ensuring that recruitment aligns 

with post provisioning norms and national education priorities. 

 


