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298.    Ms B Mathulelwa (EFF) to ask the Minister of Basic Education: to ask the 
Minister of Basic Education: 

  

What are the reasons that learners at Magadla Senior Secondary School in the 
rural Matatiele are paying schools fees when education is free in public 
schools?                                                                                                              
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Response 

The Department of Basic Education (DBE) engaged with the Eastern Cape 

Department of Education to obtain a response on this matter. The DBE has advised 

the following in this regard: 

• The Alfred Nzo West District Office is aware that parents of Magadla 

Senior Secondary School had contributed R400 as a donation to the school; 

and 

• According to the said District Office:  

o the donations collected by the school were intended to fund two School 

Governing Body (SGB)-employed educators and a security guard as a 

temporary measure pending the filling of vacant posts; 

o this decision was sanctioned by the SGB and the broader community; 

o once the vacant posts at the school are filled, the donation was to be 

discontinued; 

o two of the three posts have since been filled; and 

o the principal of the school has been instructed to terminate the 

donation agreement with parents with immediate effect. 

It must be noted that, in terms of section 36(1) of the South African Schools Act, 1996 

(Act No. 84 of 1996, as amended), “[a] governing body of a public school must take all 

reasonable measures within its means to supplement the resources supplied by the 

State in order to improve the quality of education provided by the school to all learners 

at the school”. 

 


