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38. Mr M M Gasa (MK) to ask the Minister of Basic Education: to ask the
Minister of Basic Education:

Given the persistent exclusion of children with disabilities from mainstream
education, what practical plans does she have in place to ensure that each
child, regardless of ability, has access to inclusive education, with a clear
timeline for providing necessary support structures such as (a) specialised
educators and (b) accessible learning
materials?
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Response

While progress has been made in implementing inclusive education across the country
since its inception in 2001, much more work is needed to ensure that our schooling
system is inclusive of all learners and responsive to their diverse learning needs.

The Ministerial Task Team on the Review of Education White Paper 6 was established
to make recommendations to the Minister of Basic Education on how the sector should
continue to build an education and training system that fosters a compassionate and
inclusive society and is capable of adaptation to accommodate diverse learning needs.
The work of this Ministerial Task Team will be concluded in 2025 and will inform policy
development in respect of inclusive education going forward.

Further to the above, since 2019, the Department of Basic Education (DBE) has been
collaborating with the British Council and the Department of Higher Education and
Training in an initiative called Teaching for All: Mainstreaming Inclusive Education In
South Africa. The Teaching for All initiative aims to strengthen the capacity of pre-
service and in-service educators to recognise and respond effectively to the
educational needs of children, thereby contributing to a more inclusive education
system.

The key deliverables of the Teaching for All initiative include the following:

o A comprehensive and collaborative research report on The State of
Inclusive Education in South Africa and the Implications for Teacher
Development Programmes, which was published in 2018;

) A 24-credit NQF Level 6 module and materials for the Bachelor of
Education and Postgraduate Certificate in Education programmes; and

. Short courses and support materials for continuing professional
development (CPTD) endorsed by the South African Council for Educators
(SACE).

This collaborative partnership has led to the development of specialised university
qualifications in education of learners who are/have:

. Deaf and hard of hearing (University of Witwatersrand);
o Visually impaired (University of Pretoria); and
o Neuro-developmental conditions (University of Western Cape and

University of Johannesburg).
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The initiative has been piloted with 100 educators in schools in the Western Cape. An
evaluation report from this pilot was released in 2020. The initiative was launched in
the Eastern Cape in April 2024 and included the training of the trainers. By
September 2024, the pilot had been implemented with 1200 educators, as well as
health professionals, at schools in the Eastern Cape. The roll-out of the initiative to the
remaining seven provinces is scheduled for 2026, with an initial meeting with the
Northern Cape Department of Education having been held in May 2024.

The DBE has an indicator in its current Annual Performance Plan on the training of
educators in specialised areas on inclusive education. To date, approximately 237 807
educators have been trained in specialised areas of inclusive education.

To ensure that learners with impaired vision can access accessible learning support
materials, textbooks and workbooks have since April 2019 been converted into Braille
and large print. For the past six years, the DBE has also provided Braille workbooks
in Mathematics, Home Languages and Life Skills for Grades 1 to 9.

Furthermore, the DBE procure master-copies for Braille and Large Print from Pioneers
Printers and BlindSA. These resources have been shared with provinces to reproduce
for their respective schools, and they have also been uploaded on the DBE website
for ease of access.

For deaf learners, the DBE developed National Catalogues from 2015, 2018 and 2025.
These Catalogues have been shared with provinces for them to procure for their
schools.

The above work complements the work being done by Provincial Education
Departments to ensure the implementation of inclusive education.



