
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

WRITTEN REPLY 

QUESTION 409.    
 

DATE OF PUBLICATION OF INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER: 21/02/2025 

INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER: 03/2025 

409.   Ms L M Ngobeni (ActionSA) to ask the Minister of Basic Education: to ask 
the Minister of Basic Education: 

   

How does her department intend to deal with water provision for optimal toilet 
facility provision at the schools located in places where water supply is a 
challenge?                                                                                                           
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Response 

The Department of Basic Education (DBE) recognises that access to adequate water 

supply is critical for the optimal functioning of toilet facilities in schools. However, there 

are schools located in areas that are not connected to bulk municipal water supply, 

particularly in many rural and remote areas, where water supply remains a challenge. 

These schools rely on alternative water sources to ensure uninterrupted teaching and 

learning. To address this, the sector has implemented a range of targeted 

interventions through the Provincial Education Departments (PEDs) to ensure schools 

have sustainable access to water for sanitation purposes. 

To address water shortages and ensure sanitation facilities remain operational, the 

following interventions have been implemented: 

1. Water tank installations and deliveries  

o The DBE, in collaboration with PEDs, has supplied and installed water 

tanks at schools without direct municipal water access. 

o These tanks are regularly filled with potable water by service providers 

to ensure a continuous supply of clean drinking water and sanitation. 

o Rainwater harvesting systems have been installed in some schools to 

supplement water supply where feasible. 

2. Temporary water supply for schools facing disruptions  

o Some schools that are connected to municipal water services 

experience periodic shortages or interruptions. 

o In such cases, PEDs provide temporary water deliveries to ensure 

schools can continue operations while municipal services are restored. 

o This intervention helps to prevent school closures due to a lack of water 

for drinking and sanitation. 

3. Sustainable borehole solutions  

o As a long-term strategy, the DBE is actively working to install boreholes 

in schools located in areas where municipal water supply is unreliable. 

o Boreholes are equipped with pumps and storage tanks to provide a 

sustainable and independent water supply. 

4. Sustainable sanitation solutions  
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o Given that waterborne sanitation is not always viable in water-scarce 

areas, the DBE has implemented alternative toilet systems that require minimal 

or no water, such as:  

• Ventilated Improved Pit (VIP) Latrines – These systems provide safe and 

hygienic sanitation with minimal water dependency. 

• Enviro Loo Toilets – A dry sanitation system that does not require water 

for flushing and is designed for use in rural areas. 

• Chemical Toilets – Used as a temporary solution where permanent 

infrastructure is being developed. 

The DBE remains committed to ensuring that all schools, particularly those in water-

scarce areas, have access to safe and reliable water sources to support both drinking 

water and sanitation needs. These interventions form part of the broader infrastructure 

planning undertaken by PEDs to ensure that schools meet basic safety and hygiene 

standards. 

 


