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511. Dr D C Christians (DA) to ask the Minister of Basic Education: to ask the
Minister of Basic Education:

(1) Whether her department has a policy and/or guidelines regarding
the safety of learners waiting for their transport outside school premises;
if not, what is the position in this regard; if so, what are the details of the
policy and/or guidelines;

(2) whether each province has its own learner safety policy; if not,
what is the position in each case; if so, what are the relevant
details?
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Response

The Department of Basic Education (DBE) considers school safety a top priority and
has implemented various policies and measures to safeguard all learners, educators,
and stakeholders in schools.

The National School Safety Framework (NSSF) serves as a key management tool to
help schools identify and manage safety risks, including ensuring the safety of learners
waiting for transport outside school premises. Schools are required to develop and
implement school safety plans that are contextually responsive and include measures
such as:

o Establishing School Safety Committees, comprising educators, police
officers, and school governing body members;

J Strengthening partnerships with the South African Police Service
(SAPS) by linking schools with local police stations;

o Implementing access control measures, traffic-calming strategies and
incident reporting mechanisms; and

. Promoting Codes of Conduct for Learners to instil discipline and ensure
a safe learning environment.

The Regulations for Safety Measures at Public Schools declare all public schools as
drug-free and weapon-free zones. The DBE has also developed guidelines for
preventing and managing sexual violence and harassment, which outline how schools
should support victims and respond to such cases appropriately.

Additionally, the DBE recognises the role of parents and communities in ensuring
school safety and encourages their active participation in creating secure learning
environments.

Some provinces have developed exemplars of school safety policies to guide learners
and the broader school community. Attached is an exemplar school safety policy from
Gauteng as an example for reference purposes.

Furthermore, to address broader safety concerns, the DBE has:

o Developed the National Strategy for the Prevention and Management of
Alcohol and Drug Use among learners;

J Provided schools with a Guide to Drug Testing in South African schools;
and
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o Released the "Speak Out — Youth Report Sexual Abuse" handbook,
equipping learners with knowledge on sexual abuse, their rights and reporting
mechanisms.

It must be noted that scholar transport falls under the responsibility of provincial
governments, primarily through their respective Departments of Education and
Transport, in accordance with the National Learner Transport Policy. Provincial
responsibilities include:

o Ensuring safe, reliable and efficient transport for qualifying learners;

o Managing routes, fleet operations and service providers to prevent
overloading and ensure safety standards;

o Ensuring schools implement supervision policies for learners waiting for
transport outside school premises;

o Implementing traffic control measures around school zones, such as
designated pick-up/drop-off points, speed calming zones and pedestrian
crossings;

J Working with law enforcement to prevent crime and accidents in areas
where learners gather while waiting for transport;

o Ensuring that all learner transport operators comply with road safety
laws, including vehicle roadworthiness and driver competency;

o Conducting regular safety inspections on scholar transport vehicles;

o Implementing learner awareness programmes on safe commuting
practices;

. Addressing learner placement issues where scholar transport is
required;

o Providing alternative arrangements such as additional buses or transport

subsidies in cases of overcrowding or service disruptions;

o Engaging school governing bodies, parents and local authorities to
identify safety risks related to scholar transport; and

o Encouraging schools to report transport-related safety concerns to
provincial education and transport departments.
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While school safety is a shared responsibility between national, provincial, and local
authorities, provinces play a critical role in ensuring scholar transport safety,
particularly in overseeing transport providers, enforcing safety regulations and
creating secure waiting areas for learners.

The DBE will continue working with key stakeholders, including provincial education
departments, to protect the rights of all children and create safe, supportive school
environments.



