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809.   Mr M Shikwambana (EFF) to ask the Minister of Basic Education: to ask 
the Minister of Basic Education: 

    

(1)       What (a) is the extent to which the infectious and contagious 
hand, foot and mouth disease has affected teaching and learning in 
KwaZulu-Natal (b) number of schools have been negatively affected; 

(2)       whether there have been any learner or teacher deaths recorded; 
if not, what is the position in this regard; if so, 

(3)       whether her department is taking responsibility for implementing 
any action plan to combat and stop the spread of the specified disease 
in schools; if not, what is the position in this regard; if so, what are the 
relevant 
details?                                                                                                     
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Response 

According to the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Health (KZNDOH), the outbreak of 

Hand, Foot, and Mouth Disease (HFMD) has been reported in 8 out of the 11 districts 

in the province. A total of 52 educational institutions have recorded cases of HFMD, 

including 36 schools, 2 pre-primary schools, and 14 crèches, in the province. Despite 

the reported cases, teaching and learning have not been significantly disrupted, as 

symptomatic learners were kept at home for a period of 3 to 5 days while schools 

continued with daily operations. 

No fatalities have been reported because of the outbreak. However, there have been 

36 hospital admissions involving learners from primary schools and Early Childhood 

Development (ECD) centres. The affected learners have received medical attention, 

and the KZNDOH continues to monitor the situation closely. 

The Department of Basic Education (DBE) has already issued a formal notification to 

all Provincial Education Departments (PEDs) regarding the outbreak. A health 

advisory has been circulated, including a set of frequently asked questions on HFMD 

provided by the Department of Health. These advisories serve to guide schools on the 

necessary preventive measures, symptom recognition and protocols for managing 

suspected cases. 

The DBE remains in close communication with health authorities and PEDs to ensure 

that all necessary measures are in place to prevent further spread of the disease and 

to safeguard the well-being of learners and staff. 

 


