NATIONAL COUNCIL OF PROVINCES
ORAL REPLY
QUESTION 1.

DATE OF PUBLICATION OF INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER: 03/03/2025

INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER: 05/2025

1. Ms S M N Mokoena (KwaZulu-Natal: MKP) to ask the Minister of Basic
Education: to ask the Minister of Basic Education:

Under-resourced/unequal school access

e

How is her department addressing the persistent challenges of (a) under-
resourced schools and (b) unequal access to quality education to ensure that
learners in (i) rural and/or (ii) township schools have equal opportunities to
succeed?
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Response

A range of legislation, policies and programmes in South Africa all aim to ensure better
and equal access to basic education in the country. These policies and programmes
aim to equalise resources and to extend quality education to children in rural areas
and township schools.

Firstly, school funding and fee policies are strongly pro-poor. Schools are categorised
into five quintiles based on the socio-economic status of the communities they serve.
Quintiles 1, 2 and 3 schools, which are predominantly located in rural areas and
townships, are no-fee schools, receiving a higher per learner subsidy in compensation
for not charging fees. Norms and standards for school funding thus ensure
proportionally higher state funding to schools in poorer areas, offsetting, at least to
some extent, the resource inequalities across the school system.

Other pro-poor education support programmes aim to ensure that children stay in
school and are in environments conducive to learning. The National School Nutrition
Programme provides daily nutritious meals to all learners in Quintiles 1, 2 and 3
schools, thus improving their nutrition and improving concentration at school. The
Learner Transport Program aims to ensure that learners in rural areas who live far
away from schools receive government-provided transport. The Education
Infrastructure Grant and special-purpose programmes (like the Accelerated Schools
Infrastructure Delivery Initiative (ASIDI)) focus on replacing inappropriate and unsafe
school structures with better infrastructure. Through these programmes, the
percentage of schools with functioning electricity, running water and adequate
sanitation has improved in the last few years.

Various teacher development and support programs also aim to ensure better
education in poorer areas. The Funza Lushaka Bursary Program offers full bursaries
to students from disadvantaged backgrounds to allow them to study teaching,
especially in priority subjects needed in rural areas. Teacher development centres and
district support teams have also been established to provide training and professional
development for teachers in rural and under-resourced schools.

Various curriculum, assessment and inclusion policies also expand equitable and
inclusive education across the system. White Paper 6 on inclusive education is
currently being reviewed to ensure that learners with disabilities and special education
needs have equitable access to mainstream schooling. The Second Chance Matric
Programme provides extra support and resources for learners who did not pass the
National Senior Certificate, allowing them to rewrite and giving them the support
needed to improve their results.
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Lastly, current efforts to ensure universal access to quality Grade R and to improve
access to quality early childhood development are progressively ensuring better
opportunities for foundational learning for children in poorer communities.

These various policies and programmes are showing signs of success as evidenced
in improving National Senior Certificate results in recent years. Remarkably, the nation
achieved more NSC passes and bachelor passes than ever before. The number of
NSC candidates obtaining a bachelor pass has more than tripled since 2008, with the
strongest growth coming from no-fee schools, demonstrating the equitable nature of
these improvements.

The Department of Basic Education remains committed to deepening these gains and
closing the remaining equity gaps in the system. We recognise that rural and township
schools continue to face challenges, and we are working with Provincial Education
Departments to ensure that targeted investments, teacher support, curriculum reforms
and infrastructure development reach the areas where they are needed most.
Ensuring that every learner, regardless of geography or socio-economic status, has
access to quality education remains our central priority.
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