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11.  Mr N H Pienaar (Limpopo: DA) to ask the Minister of Basic Education: to
ask the Minister of Basic Education:

What steps has she taken to hold the Member of Executive Council for
Education in Limpopo accountable to ensure that children receive their
education in a (a) safe and (b) dignified environment as some children are still
forced to learn under the trees (details
furnished)?
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Response

The Department of Basic Education (DBE) is deeply committed to ensuring that all
learners in South Africa, regardless of their geographical location or socio-economic
background, receive their education in a safe and dignified environment, as required
by the Constitution and the South African Schools Act.

In terms of the South African Schools Act, read with the Government Immovable Asset
Management Act (GIAMA), the responsibility for the provisioning, management, and
maintenance of public school infrastructure lies with the provinces.

The Member of the Executive Council (MEC) for Education in Limpopo therefore holds
the executive authority for addressing public school infrastructure delivery and
ensuring that learners are not subjected to unsafe or undignified learning conditions
— such as being taught under trees.

However, the Department of Basic Education, as the national custodian of public
school infrastructure norms and standards, provides policy oversight and technical
guidance and monitors provincial performance against infrastructure delivery targets.
The DBE engages with all provinces, including Limpopo, through the following
mechanisms:

o Oversight of the Education Infrastructure Grant (EIG) and monitoring of
provincial implementation of infrastructure projects funded through this
conditional grant;

o Requiring provinces to submit infrastructure plans and quarterly reports
detailing how they are addressing backlogs, including instances where learners
are learning under trees or in unsafe structures; and

. Finalising a budget bid to the Budget Facility for Infrastructure (BFI) to
supplement current infrastructure funding and assist provinces, including
Limpopo, in eliminating backlogs.

The DBE has expressed its concern where infrastructure backlogs persist, particularly
in rural provinces such as Limpopo. While it does not have direct authority over MECs,
the Minister of Basic Education raises urgent matters with the respective MECs, and
where warranted, escalates concerns to the Council of Education Ministers (CEM) and
to the Presidency.

The Minister also intends to review the Regulations Relating to Minimum Uniform
Norms and Standards for Public School Infrastructure to ensure stronger
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accountability, oversight and intervention mechanisms where provinces are not
meeting their obligations.

The matter raised — of learners in Limpopo still learning under trees — is
unacceptable. The DBE will continue to engage with the MEC and monitor progress
closely to ensure that no child is left behind, and that every learner is afforded the
dignity and safety of a proper classroom.



