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1694. Ms P P Mngadi (MK) to ask the Minister of Basic Education:  to ask the 
Minister of Basic Education: 

  

What is the national strategy of her department to ensure equitable access to 
fully equipped science laboratories and other critical learning resources so that 
no learner is left behind based on geography as the absence of a laboratory 
forces learners to either travel long distances and/or rely on visual simulations 
contributing to a drop in the pass rate of the school as it happened at Leruntse 
Lesedi Secondary School which dropped from 91.3% in 2023 to 83.9% in 2024? 
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Response 

While the procurement and provisioning of school resources, including learning and 

teaching support materials like laboratory equipment, is the responsibility of Provincial 

Education Departments (PEDs), the Department of Basic Education (DBE) plays an 

essential national role by providing guidance, support and policy direction to PEDs to 

ensure that all learners, regardless of their geographic location, are not left behind. 

The DBE ensures that science learning resources are prioritised through the Maths, 

Science and Technology Conditional Grant (MSTCG). In terms of the MSTCG 

Framework, PEDs are required to allocate a minimum of 15% of their annual grant 

budgets to laboratory apparatus and consumables. This directive aims to improve the 

teaching and learning of Physical Sciences by equipping laboratories with necessary 

chemicals, apparatus and safety equipment. 

Additionally, the DBE guides PEDs to make further allocations from their equitable 

share budgets to supplement the provisioning of resources to under-resourced 

schools, including those in rural and remote areas. District Curriculum Advisors are 

also encouraged to support schools that do not have access to laboratory equipment 

by: 

• Pairing them with neighbouring schools that have the required 

resources; 

• Facilitating temporary access to equipment through borrowing 

arrangements; and 

• Supporting educators with curriculum delivery strategies when practical 

demonstrations cannot be undertaken due to infrastructural constraints. 

School Governing Bodies with Section 21 financial functions are expected to allocate 

part of their annual budgets to the procurement of laboratory resources. The DBE 

provides guidelines to assist School Governing Bodies and school leadership to plan 

and prioritise expenditure in line with applicable curriculum delivery requirements. 

In alignment with the Regulations Relating to Minimum Uniform Norms and Standards 

for Public School Infrastructure, which list laboratories as essential infrastructure, 

provinces are expected to factor science laboratory provisioning into their annual 

infrastructure plans. 

Ultimately, the DBE remains committed to ensuring equitable access to quality 

learning environments. Through oversight, funding mechanisms like the MSTCG and 

partnerships with PEDs and other stakeholders, the DBE works to reduce disparities 
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and ensure that schools like Leruntse Lesedi Secondary School, and others with 

similar challenges, are supported to improve learner performance in Physical Sciences 

and other critical subjects. 

 


