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1876.  Mr S Thambo (EFF) to ask the Minister of Basic Education: to ask the 
Minister of Basic Education: 

  

Whether, following the disturbing reports of the rape of a seven-year-old child 
at Bergview College, Eastern Cape, the reports that the specified school has 
been de-registered are accurate; if not, what is the position in this regard; if so, 
what is the placement plan of the other pupils moving forward to other 
schools?           
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Response 

In terms of section 47 of the South African Schools Act, as amended, the power to 

withdrawal the registration of an independent school vests in the Head of the relevant 

Provincial Education Department. This power is subject to an appeal that may be 

submitted to the relevant MEC for Education. 

The Department of Basic Education (DBE) has received confirmation from the Eastern 

Cape Department of Education that: 

• The Head of the Eastern Cape Department of Education has taken a 

decision not to proceed with the withdrawal of the registration of Bergview 

College; and 

• Bergview College is fully operational. 

Should further details be required in this regard, the Honourable Member is advised 

that the matters raised in the question fall under the executive authority of the Member 

of the Executive Council (MEC) for Education in the Eastern Cape. In terms of section 

92(3)(b) of the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996, and Rule 134(5)(b) 

of the National Assembly Rules, the question is therefore best directed to the MEC for 

Education in the Eastern Cape. 

The DBE remains deeply concerned about any acts of violence or abuse against 

learners, especially in educational settings. The DBE continues to work closely with 

Provincial Education Departments and other relevant authorities to ensure that 

appropriate safeguarding measures are in place at all schools. The safety, protection 

and well-being of learners remain paramount, and every effort is being made to uphold 

a secure and supportive learning environment for all children across the country. 

 


