
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

WRITTEN REPLY 

QUESTION 830.     
 

DATE OF PUBLICATION OF INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER: 05/03/2025 

INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER: 07/2025 

830.    Ms Y Govana (ANC) to ask the Minister of Basic Education: to ask the 
Minister of Basic Education [130] [Question submitted for oral reply now 
placed for written reply because it is more than quota (Rule 137(8))]: 

  

Whether, given the complexities and shortcomings in reading competency 
assessments, her department will develop and implement a more holistic, 
context-sensitive and multilingual literacy assessment; if not, why not; if so, 
what are the relevant 
details?                                                                                                                
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Response 

Yes, the Department of Basic Education (DBE) is in the process of developing a more 

holistic, context-sensitive and multilingual approach to literacy and learning 

assessments, in line with the DBE’s commitment to improving foundational learning 

outcomes. 

To this end, the DBE is currently developing multilingual exemplar assessment tasks 

for Mathematics and Natural Sciences and Technology in the Intermediate Phase. 

These assessment tasks are being designed to reflect the linguistic diversity of South 

African classrooms and support better conceptual understanding where learners are 

being taught in a language that is not their home language. The first phase of this 

process is expected to be completed by the end of the 2025 academic year. 

In addition to these developments, the DBE is also strengthening its implementation 

of Mother Tongue-based Bilingual Education (MTbBE). This includes the development 

of learning and teaching support materials and the capacitation of educators in 

bilingual teaching methodologies, so that assessment approaches are aligned with 

teaching practices that support deeper comprehension and application. 

Furthermore, South Africa participates in global benchmarking studies such as the 

Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS) and the Southern and 

Eastern Africa Consortium for Monitoring Educational Quality (SACMEQ). These 

studies provide valuable comparative insights into learner performance and system-

level progress. However, the DBE recognises the need to strengthen national 

assessment tools that can complement international studies by generating more 

localised, nuanced and multilingual data that is sensitive to the South African context. 

The DBE remains committed to ensuring that assessment tools are inclusive, 

developmentally appropriate and responsive to the linguistic and socio-economic 

realities of learners across the country. These improvements will enable more 

accurate diagnosis of learning gaps and better support to schools, teachers and 

learners to improve literacy outcomes. 

 


