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16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM AND BEYOND – DBE INTENSIFIES ACTION 

TO ERADICATE VIOLENCE IN SCHOOLS 
 

As the country marks the start of the 16 Days of Activism for No Violence Against Women and 

Children, the Department of Basic Education reaffirms its unwavering commitment to ensuring 

that every learner enters a school environment that is safe, peaceful and nurturing. While 

recent years have shown a welcome decline in school-based violence, these improvements 

remind us that determined action can and does make a difference. 

 

Yet we cannot ignore the hard truth: incidents of violence, intimidation, bullying and sexual 

abuse continue to disrupt the lives of learners and threaten the core purpose of schooling. 

Even a single case is unacceptable. A child cannot learn where they are afraid, and a school 

cannot function when safety is compromised. Protecting learners is not only a policy priority it 

is a moral imperative shared by educators, parents, communities and government alike. 

 

To strengthen protections, the Department has issued firm, non-negotiable guidance to all 

Provincial Education Departments, who are the employers of educators, requiring the 

immediate termination of any educator listed on the National Register for Sex Offenders. 

Individuals who endanger the dignity, wellbeing or safety of children have no place in our 

classrooms. The DBE continues to work closely with provinces to ensure full adherence to the 

law and to uphold the highest standards of professional conduct.  At the same time, the 

national rollout of the Safe Schools Protocol a joint initiative between the DBE and the South 

African Police Service continues to expand across the country.  

 

This programme provides schools with the structure and support they need to respond 

decisively to safety concerns through regular safety audits, formalised partnerships with local 

police stations, and strengthened reporting pathways for any form of violence or criminality. 

 

Minister Gwarube underscored a sobering reality: “Violent communities often produce 

violent schools. When children grow up witnessing crime, substance abuse or 

domestic conflict, the trauma follows them into the classroom. Breaking this cycle 

requires all of us families, communities and government to act together.” calling on 

parents and caregivers to play an active role in guiding their children, setting boundaries, 

insisting on accountability, and ensuring that they are not perpetrators of harm. The 

Department, in turn, is scaling up advocacy, prevention and education initiatives to affirm to 

every child that violence is not a solution, not a sign of strength, and never a normal part of 

growing up. 
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As we observe the 16 Days of Activism and long after these 16 days have passed let us 

commit ourselves to raising a generation that rejects violence, practices empathy, and 

resolves conflict with dignity and respect. Our children deserve nothing less. 
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