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BASIC EDUCATION DEPARTMENT CONCLUDES THREE DAY
SECTOR LEKGOTLA

The Department of Basic Education (DBE) successfully concluded its three-day Basic
Education Sector Lekgotla, which took place from 27 February to 1 March 2025. The
event, held under the theme "Strengthening Foundations for Learning for a
Resilient Future-fit Education System,"” brought together a wide range of
stakeholders in the education sector, including policymakers, educators, and experts,
to discuss key strategies aimed at transforming South Africa’s education system.

The Lekgotla’s objectives were to build on existing efforts to enhance educational
outcomes, particularly focusing on the foundations of learning, and ensuring a future-
fit education system that is resilient and capable of adapting to the challenges of the
21st century.

Day two of the Lekgotla featured six key commissions that focused on the most
pressing issues within the sector:

Commission 1: Foundational Literacy and Numeracy

Commission 2: Early Childhood Development (ECD)

Commission 3: Care and Support for Teaching and Learning (CSTL)
Commission 4: Educational Professional Development for a Changing World
(G20)

Commission 5: Education through the Use of ICT

Commission 6: Mother Tongue-Based Bilingual Education
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In her remarks, Minister of Basic Education, Siviwe Gwarube, emphasized the
significance of ensuring that every learner, from early childhood through to the end of
their schooling, has access to quality education:

"The outcomes of this Lekgotla are a testament to our collective commitment to
improving the quality of education in South Africa. Strengthening the foundations of
literacy, numeracy, and support for both learners and educators is crucial for
preparing our children for a world that demands resilience and adaptability. As a
government, we are committed to these transformative actions that will deliver a
future-fit education system for all learners.”

Deputy Minister, Dr. Reginah Mhaule, echoed these sentiments, highlighting the role
of partnerships in addressing the challenges faced by the sector:
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"The Lekgotla provided a critical platform for meaningful discussions that will pave the
way for actionable solutions.

By prioritizing Early Childhood Development, ICT integration, and mother tongue-
based education, we are laying the groundwork for an education system that is
inclusive, innovative, and resilient, ensuring that every child has the tools to succeed
in a rapidly changing world."

The DBE acknowledges the invaluable contributions of all stakeholders who
participated in the Lekgotla. Their expertise, passion, and dedication are essential to
realizing the goals of the department.

As we move forward, we remain committed to working together to implement the
resolutions and strategies discussed during this gathering, to build an education
system that responds to the needs of every learner. We would like to express our
sincere gratitude to all the participants, facilitators, and partners for their active
engagement and contributions. Together, we are laying the foundation for a brighter
future for South Africa’s education system. We wish the entire education sector well
as we continue on this transformative journey towards a resilient and future-fit
education system.

ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF BASIC EDUCATION

(Catch more updates and new content on DBE TV — Channel 122 on Open view HD
and on the DBE Channel on YouTube)
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