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SOUTH AFRICAN MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION, MS SIVIWE GWARUBE,
WELCOMES THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF EFFORTS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
A NETWORK FOR QUALITY FOUNDATIONAL LEARNING BY THE LEADERS OF INDIA,
BRAZIL AND SOUTH AFRICA

The South African Minister of Basic Education, Ms Siviwe Gwarube, welcomes the
announcement by the Leaders of India, Brazil and South Africa on the sidelines of the G20
Summit, recognising the important groundwork led by IBSA Ministers of Education toward
establishing the IBSA Network on Quality Foundational Learning.

This affirmation by our Heads of State strengthens our shared resolve to ensure that every
child — wherever they live and whatever their circumstances — develops strong early cognitive
and socio-emotional foundations in early childhood, followed by the early-primary literacy and
numeracy skills required for lifelong learning.

In his remarks at the IBSA general meeting today, His Excellency, President Ramaphosa
expressed delight that the IBSA Ministers of Education are working towards greater IBSA
collaboration on quality foundational learning.

This commitment resonates strongly with the G20’s renewed emphasis on expanding quality
early childhood care and education, strengthening teaching, improving foundational
competencies in the early grades, and supporting more inclusive, equitable and resilient
education systems. The shared global focus on supporting educators, improving learning
environments, enhancing access to digital tools, and addressing barriers facing children in
vulnerable situations provides a powerful foundation for the Network’s work.

As South Africa prepares to assume the IBSA Presidency in 2026, we welcome the Leaders’
call to advance this work with urgency and ambition. South Africa stands ready to drive the
next phase of cooperation, deepening the exchange of evidence-based policies and practical
solutions across the Global South and beyond, and supporting stronger early learning systems
that work for all children.

We draw inspiration from the growing global recognition that early childhood care and
education, together with strong early primary schooling, is one of the most vital investments a
nation can make in its social and economic future. Strengthening teaching, improving
instructional quality, expanding inclusive digital access and ensuring that no child is left behind
remain central to this commitment.

“I commit myself, my department and the whole country to playing a leading role in mobilising
global support for quality foundational learning as the cornerstone of human development and
economic growth,” said Minister Siviwe Gwarube.
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The IBSA Network on Quality Foundational Learning will serve as a platform that brings
together countries committed to improving children’s learning from the earliest years through
the early primary grades. While the final modalities of participation will be determined
collectively by India, Brazil and South Africa in the spirit of partnership, South Africa believes
there is value in creating space — over time and through consensus — for wider international
engagement, including with other countries, international organisations, development partners
and philanthropies that share a similar vision for improving foundational learning globally. This
approach both respects the leadership of IBSA countries and recognises the contributions that
committed partners can bring.

South Africa is honoured to help lead this effort and will use its Presidency to build momentum
toward coordinated global action so that every child learns, develops and thrives from the very
start—acquiring holistic early childhood care and education foundations, followed by strong
literacy and numeracy skills in the early grades that shape lifelong opportunity.

ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF BASIC EDUCATION
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