
EXPLAINING THE NATIONAL SENIOR CERTIFICATE PASS RATE   

Each year after the announcement of the National Senior Certificate we see the "real pass 

rate" brigade coming out to tell all and sundry that the results are not real. 

The argument from the erroneous analysis is that the learners who did not reach Grade 12 

should also be added onto the statistics which the Minister unveils in her speech on the 

occasion of the NSC results announcement.  

If the number of NSC candidates that wrote in 2024 is 705 291, the pass rate for the Class of 

2024 is therefore derived from that number.  Simply put, the aggregate pass rate is calculated 

by the number of candidates taking the exam divided by the number of candidates who pass 

the exam. 

It is often said that each year about 1 million children start school in Grade 1 and 12 or 13 

years later the number of those who sit for the NSC examination is less than a million. There 

are many reasons for the learners not ever reaching grade 12 and some not getting there at 

the time they are expected to. Some of the reasons are; 

- Car accidents  

- Early and unwanted pregnancies 

- Conflict with the law i.e arrests, detention 

- Drug abuse and addiction 

- Inadequate support to cope with curriculum  

- Seeking employment to sustain child-headed households 

- Lack of motivation to continue with education 

- Branch out to TVET colleges      

The Department has a myriad of measures designed to provide relief to impoverished families 

by providing meals through the school nutrition programme, learner transport and indeed the 

provision of learner material at no-fee schools all design to remove the barriers to access to 

education.  

From an academic support perspective, the Department led by the Director-General, 

Mathanzima Mweli, presented a compelling report to UMALUSI to demonstrate in real terms 

the support given to learners to ensure that no learner is left behind and that each one of the 

learners in the system are given an opportunity to finish with a good quality matric pass.  

The curriculum has been expanded with the addition of more subjects to ensure more choice 

for more learners in the system. Schools also do their best to support learners through 

weekend classes and the success rate at this effort is showing in the throughput and pass 

rate.  

Instead of grandstanding by the "real pass rate" brigade, let us face the facts and deal honestly 

with the social matters which are the real challenge facing the country.   
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