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Ladies and Gentlemen

It is a distinct honour and privilege to stand before you on this
auspicious occasion, the official opening of Umalusi’s refurbished
Thuto-Mfundo Building.

The Thuto-Mfundo Building, drawing inspiration from our rich
linguistic heritage, is more than bricks and mortar.



Today, the Thuto-Mfundo Building stands before us, not just as an
architectural achievement but as a symbol of our shared journey,
representing milestones of resilience, determination, and commitment.

It stands as a beacon of our collective commitment to a brighter future,
anchored in the achievements of the past.

This structure symbolises our dedication to consistently uphold
educational standards and Umalusi’s unwavering commitment to a
robust basic education and training system.

Within its walls lie the dreams and aspirations of countless individuals
who tirelessly work to provide every South African learner with a fair
and reliable assessment.

Nelson Mandela once said, “Education is the most powerful weapon
which you can use to change the world.”

In our mission to shape a better world, Umalusi has been our guiding
light, leading us toward an enlightened and transformed basic
education landscape in our homeland.

This monument stands as an embodiment of our nation’s ideals and
aspirations in basic education.

Every brick and corner resonates with the victories and relentless
pursuit of excellence that has characterised our basic educational
journey.

Today, we celebrate not just a building but 21 years of unwavering
commitment to educational standards excellence.



A commitment that has ensured that South Africa’s education system
Is anchored in quality, credibility, and integrity.

Programme director: Umalusi, derived from the Nguni term meaning
“shepherd” or “guardian,” has indeed been the guardian of our nation’s
educational standards.

It safeguards one of our nation’s most treasured assets — general and
further education and training standards.

In our culture, ‘Umalusi’ signifies guarding the family’s wealth, and in
our national context, there is no greater wealth than the education and
potential of our youth.

For over 21 years, Umalusi has played a pivotal role in shaping the
educational trajectory of South Africa.

Umalusi stands as an epitome of what Greek philosopher Aristotle
meant when he said: “We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then,
IS not an act but a habit.”

As we stand at the cusp of a new era. You might be wondering, “What
IS our basic education policy?”

In 1940, when faced with the daunting challenge of war, British Prime
Minister Winston Churchill declared to the House of Commons, “You
ask, what is our policy? I will say, It is to wage war, by sea, land, and
air, with all our might and with all the strength that God can give us.”

In other words, in our circumstances, we must use every ounce of
energy to ensure improved quality of basic education in our lifetime.

We must spare neither strength, courage, nor expense.



Taking a cue from Churchill during the war years, | ask: What is our
key basic education policy today?

| respond with equal determination: Our policy is straightforward — for
all children to reach cognitive and other indicators in what is termed
“thrive by five.”

For all learners to achieve foundational literacy and numeracy by their
tenth birthday, complete the compulsory phase of basic education, and
be certified.

You ask, What is our aim? | can answer with one word: Victory—
victory at all costs.

For us, it boils down to two primary goals: combat the poverty of the
mind and unlock the potential of each child to achieve greatness.

All our children must attend schools that nurture their talents.

Every child should receive a hot meal daily, have access to
psychosocial support, benefit from modern, safe sanitation facilities, be
taught by qualified teachers, and have the opportunity to engage in
sports.

Every child and teacher must have access to technological devices to
facilitate learning and teaching.

We will achieve victory through universal access to two years of early
childhood development and by overall improving the quality of basic

education, emphasising literacy, numeracy, and other critical skills.

By 2030, whatever the cost.



Programme director, my heartfelt gratitude goes out to both past and
present members of the Umalusi Council, our tireless professional
teams, and every educator and stakeholder championing the power of
education.

Your collaborative efforts have ushered us to this momentous day.

Umalusi has been a beacon of educational excellence for over two
decades, surmounting challenges with tenacity.

Members of the Umalusi Council bear a significant responsibility,
guided by the legal frameworks, to consistently prioritise the
organisation’s mission.

Their decisions are pivotal in upholding the quality of education in
South Africa.

| applaud the Council’s transition to achieving clean audit reports in
recent years, highlighting both their financial and advisory diligence.

| am optimistic that the Council’s future endeavours will further elevate
our standards and enrich our educational strategies.

The Thuto-Mfundo Building is a living testament to Umalusi’s
evolution from its modest roots to its esteemed position today, shining
a light on South Africa’s educational landscape.

A special mention to Umalusi’s Assessment Standards Committee for
their meticulous oversight, ensuring Umalusi’s position as a trusted
authority in our education system.



Umalusi’s legacy isn’t confined to our borders; its impact is national
and international.

From developing qualifications and certification systems to initiating
research programs, Umalusi’s footprints are profound in the
educational arena.

Its key initiatives, such as transitioning from the Senior Certificate to
the National Senior Certificate, emphasise its central role in
maintaining consistent standards for all learners.

Certifying qualifications from the Senior Certificate to the National
Senior Certificate and spanning TVET Colleges to Adult Learning
Centres, Umalusi has ensured that our learners are given credible
certificates that reflect the rigour and quality of our education system.

It has set and monitored educational standards and played a significant
role in developing a qualifications framework for our learners.

However, we must not only revel in our past achievements but look
forward with foresight.

| call upon Umalusi to embrace self-reflection, innovation, and
feedback as it charts the next twenty-one years, exploring greater
horizons.

Lastly, I wish to acknowledge the visionaries of Umalusi - past Council
chairs like Dr Cassius Lubisi and Mr. John Pampallis, and Prof Peliwe
Lolwana, Umalusi’s first CEO, along with her team.

Their foundational work has been instrumental in moulding Umalusi’s
present.



In conclusion, as we stand before the Thuto-Mfundo Building, we’re
not just inaugurating a structure but reaffirming our unwavering
commitment to the future of our children and South Africa.

Umalusi’s legacy over the past 21 years has been unparalleled, yet our
eyes are set on a horizon even brighter.

Let this edifice remind us daily of our pledge to equitable and quality
education for all.

Here’s to the next chapter of high educational standards, excellence,
and transformation.



