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It is with immense pride and pleasure that | stand before you today
at the 2023 SADTU Choral Music Festival, held here in the vibrant
city of Durban.



Such gatherings remind us of the harmonious power of music, the
beauty of diverse voices, and the unity of our shared purpose:

quality basic education for all.

Today, as we mark World Teachers’ Day, we come together under
a profound theme: ‘The Teachers We Need for the Education We

Want: The Global Imperative to Reverse the Teacher Shortage’.

Since the global observance of World Teachers’ Day in 1994, this
day has shone a spotlight on the cornerstone of education - our

teachers.

Our teachers bear the heavy responsibility of moulding the minds
of the future, instilling values, imparting knowledge, and, above

all, inspiring hope.

The importance of teachers cannot be overstated. They are the
architects of our nation’s future, guiding learners through

challenges, fostering creativity, and ensuring our country thrives.

Last week, the national executive (cabinet) congratulated the
Minister of Basic Education for being chosen by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations (UN), Mr Antonio Guterres, to be



part of the prestigious high-level panel for the Teaching

Profession.

The profound impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has jeopardised
many countries’ aspirations to achieve their UN-sanctioned

Sustainable Development Goals.

In response, the UN Secretary-General held a Summit in 2022 at
the UN Headquarters. Here, nations globally committed to

allocating resources to revolutionise their education systems.

Their focus was primarily on addressing challenges like the
shortage of qualified teachers and ensuring that vulnerable groups

have access to quality education.

Additionally, they sought to mitigate school disruptions caused by
pandemics, wars, natural calamities, and other repercussions of

climate change.

Following the Summit, the UN Secretary-General assembled a
distinguished panel to guide on strategies essential for the

Summit’s recommendations’ fruition.



Two former presidents led the panel: Ms. Paula-Mae Weekes from

Trinidad and Tobago and Ms. Kersti Kaljulaid from Estonia.

From a global pool of experts, only 17 of us were selected. This is

a testament to our country’s standing and expertise.

The panel’s mandate was to deliberate on the insights from the
prior Education Transformation summit. They zeroed in on themes

such as:

* Reinventing the teaching profession.

* Directing investments towards teachers.

» Championing equity, diversity, and inclusion.

« Amplifying the prestige and dignity of the teaching profession.

* Enhancing teaching quality and promoting innovation through
continuous training.

» Infusing humanity into teaching by ensuring decent working
conditions.

» Cultivating leadership within teaching.

» Pushing for a student-centric approach in education technology.

* Reforming teaching via a renewed social contract for education,
emphasising collective dialogue.

Key recommendations from the panel included:



e Urging governments to enact economic and social policies
that bolster teaching and learning via equitable educational
funding and promoting lifelong learning.

e Calling upon governments to ensure the foundational rights
for education and dignified employment for teachers are
upheld, in line with international standards.

e Highlighting the need for mechanisms involving pertinent
financial bodies, teacher organisations, and other
stakeholders to address the dearth of suitably trained
teachers.

e Emphasising that the esteem and honour of the teaching
profession must be safeguarded and elevated.

e Recommending the development of policies which reinforce
teacher autonomy within the broader scope of education and
cultivate an environment of mutual trust and respect among

educators, school authorities, students, and communities.

The comprehensive set of recommendations will soon be

accessible on the Basic Education Department’s website.

Still, on the topic of teachers, the ANC-led Government has made

significant strides through the Funza Lushaka Bursary Scheme.



Since the scheme’s inception in 2007, it has facilitated the training

and assimilation of an impressive 52,099 teachers up until 2023.

Of this number, 82% have been seamlessly integrated into our
basic educational system ecosystem. This is a testament to our

commitment to address the educational needs of our nation.

| am pleased to announce that we are ahead of our peers in
implementing the UN High-Level recommendations to reinvent the

teaching profession and direct investments towards teachers.

This might arguably be the Government’s third most successful

public policy since 1994 after social wage and housing.

From 2007 to 2022, the financial commitment to this scheme has
been an astounding R13 115 645 580,95 (Thirteen billion, one
hundred fifteen million, six hundred forty-five thousand, five

hundred eighty rand and ninety-five cents).

As a country, we are ready to reverse the teacher shortages caused

by retirements, resignations and/or natural attrition.



Due to time constraints, my Office will issue a full media
statement on this remarkable achievement of replenishing our

teaching profession.

Furthermore, we congratulate SADTU as it celebrates its 33rd
anniversary. For over three decades, this union has been the
torchbearer for educators’ rights and advocates for quality basic

education in our country.

This year’s 9th National Congress theme — “Claiming our right to
have our human dignity and safety protected and respected in
pursuit of a decolonised, quality, public education” - is not just a

theme: it is a clarion call.

A call for respect, safety, and a commitment to the principles of

equality and justice in our educational institutions.

| commend SADTU for its unwavering dedication and for

tirelessly championing the cause of educators and learners alike.

As we celebrate this milestone and look back on the union’s
illustrious journey, let us also look forward with hope and

determination.



Together, let us recommit to ensuring that our teachers are
supported, respected, and given the tools they need to shape the

minds of the future.

In conclusion, let us remember that the strength of our nation lies

in its educators.

Let us celebrate them, support them, and always strive to provide

them with the environment they deserve.

Happy World Teachers’ Day to all our educators, and here’s to

many more years of success for SADTU!

| thank you.



