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Programme Director,

Deputy Minister,

Director-General,

Esteemed 2023 Top Matric Learners and Their Proud Families,

Honored Guests,

Today, I stand before you with immense pride and a profound sense of
responsibility as we commemorate the exceptional achievements of our
2023 top matric learners. This gathering, in the heart of Johannesburg's
vibrant Sandton area, marks a celebration of academic excellence but also
a testament to the resilience and determination of our young scholars.

The class of 2023 has demonstrated extraordinary perseverance, excelling
in a period marked by post-pandemic challenges and transformations in



our educational landscape. Your journey, characterised by adaptability
and fortitude, resonates with the wise words of former President Thabo
Mbeki, who once said, "A nation's greatness is measured by how it treats
its weakest members." You, our top achievers, have shown that excellence
is achievable even in the face of adversity.

Ladies and gentlemen, the achievements of these young minds are not just
individual victories; they are the collective triumphs of a nation that
believes in the transformative power of education. In the words of the
global icon, Malala Yousafzai, "One child, one teacher, one book, and one
pen can change the world." These achievers exemplify this belief,
showing us that education is the most potent tool for nation-building.

To our distinguished learners, as you stand at the cusp of a new chapter in
your lives, remember the African proverb, "If you want to go fast, go
alone. If you want to go far, go together." Your success is a beacon of
hope for your peers, a shining example of what can be accomplished
through dedication and hard work. As you embark on your future
endeavours, whether in higher education or other pursuits, carry the
lessons learned and the values instilled through your schooling journey.

To the educators, parents, and guardians, your unwavering support and
guidance have been instrumental in shaping these young leaders. The
philosopher Plato once said, "The direction in which education starts a
man will determine his future life." Your role in directing these learners
towards a path of success and virtue cannot be overstated.

In celebrating these achievements, let us acknowledge ongoing efforts to
enhance our education system. The government's commitment to
providing quality education for all remains steadfast. We recognise that
each child is a pillar upon which the future of this nation will be built. In
the words of our visionary leader, President Cyril Ramaphosa, "Education



is the most potent weapon in our quest for economic and social
emancipation."

As we look ahead, let us continue to strive for an education system that
not only imparts knowledge but also instils values such as integrity,
humility, and compassion. Let us work towards an inclusive society where
every child, regardless of background, has the opportunity to achieve their
fullest potential.

To the Class of 2023, you have set a high bar for those who follow. Your
journey does not end here; it is merely the beginning of a path filled with
endless possibilities. As the famous writer T.S. Eliot once said, "Only
those who will risk going too far can possibly find out how far one can
go." I encourage you to continue pushing the boundaries of what you can
achieve.

In conclusion, I offer my heartfelt congratulations to each of you for your
remarkable achievements.

May you continue to be ambassadors of excellence and beacons of hope
for our nation. As you move forward, remember the words of Nelson
Mandela, "Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to
change the world."

Thank you, and may you all have a prosperous and fulfilling future.



