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It is with a deep sense of honour and privilege that I address this august 

gathering today, at a moment that marks a significant milestone in our 

beloved nation’s journey towards freedom, equality, and education for all.  
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2024 is not just another year; it signifies three decades since South Africa 

embarked on a path of democracy, peace, and progress following the end 

of an era that sought to divide us. 

 

Reflecting on this pivotal period, we remember the moment our founding 

President, Nelson Mandela, cast his first democratic vote, symbolising a 

new dawn for our nation.  

 

Madiba’s enduring belief that “Education is the most powerful weapon 

you can use to change the world” remains our guiding light as we strive 

to create an inclusive and equitable education system. 

 

The journey of the past thirty years has been marked by significant 

achievements and persistent challenges. We have undertaken substantial 

reforms to dismantle the vestiges of disparity in basic education, aiming 

to guarantee every child in South Africa access to quality education.  

 

This year also prompts us to recall the numerous sacrifices made for our 

freedom and the strides we have made towards socio-economic 

transformation, gender equality, and the affirmation of human rights, 

which are the cornerstones of our democracy. 
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As we honour these milestones, we must acknowledge the strides in our 

basic education sector.  

 

Over the past decade, the National Senior Certificate pass rate has 

consistently improved, culminating in the Class of 2023’s remarkable 

achievement of an 82.9% pass rate.  

 

This accomplishment is a testament to the resilience and commitment of 

our learners, educators, and all stakeholders in pursuing educational 

excellence. 

 

Our basic education system has demonstrated remarkable resilience 

despite facing challenges, including the global financial crisis and the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

Implementing the Curriculum and Assessment Policy Statement (CAPS), 

enhanced access to classroom materials, and the strategic recruitment of 

younger, university-trained teachers have been crucial in raising 

education standards across the board. 

 

Our commitment to enhancing teaching and learning extends beyond 

academic subjects. Expanding practical and vocational subjects is pivotal 

in preparing our youth for life beyond school.  
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The increase in schools offering subjects with practical assessment tasks 

underscores our dedication to a holistic approach to education. 

 

Yet, we face budgetary constraints and infrastructure challenges. Despite 

these obstacles, we are determined to improve learning environments and 

cater to the growing school-age population. 

 

Our vision extends beyond rectifying historical injustices; it encompasses 

preparing young South Africans for the challenges and opportunities of 

the 21st century.  

 

The Basic Education Sector Review and initiatives such as Mother 

Tongue-Based Bilingual Education (MTBBE) represent bold steps 

towards reimagining and transforming our education system into a more 

inclusive, responsive, and empowering system. 

 

The establishment of Provincial Language Units (PLUs) highlights our 

commitment to linguistic diversity and the pivotal role of language in 

education.  

 

By promoting, managing, monitoring, and supporting the implementation 

of the Language in Education Policy, we celebrate our linguistic heritage 

and utilise language as a means for inclusion and transformation.  
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The success in the Eastern Cape with MTBBE, particularly in teaching 

Mathematics and Science in isiXhosa and Sesotho, exemplifies the 

potential of mother tongue-based education in enhancing learners’ 

comprehension, critical thinking, and academic performance. 

 

As we review our sector’s progress, we must consider our achievements 

and identify areas requiring urgent attention.  

 

The Basic Education Sector Review shines a light on advancements in 

infrastructure development, learner support programmes, and technology 

integration in teaching and learning.  

 

However, it also emphasises the need for ongoing improvement, 

particularly in enhancing education quality and eliminating disparities. 

 

In our discussions on MTBBE, let us reaffirm our dedication to linguistic 

diversity as a fundamental aspect of our education system.  

 

The success of pilot projects and the planned nationwide rollout in 2025 

signal significant steps towards embracing our linguistic heritage and 

improving outcomes for all learners. 
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Today, as we deliberate on these pressing issues, let us draw inspiration 

from the spirit of Ubuntu that defines us.  

 

This meeting is an opportunity for collaborative reflection, innovation, 

and action towards continually enhancing our basic education system. 

 

As we potentially face our last CEM meeting before the forthcoming 

elections, let us seize this moment to reinforce our commitment to 

education as the most potent tool for national development and social 

transformation.  

 

Let us honour the legacy of those who fought for our freedom by ensuring 

that our education system reflects the aspirations of all South Africans and 

equips our learners with the skills and values necessary in a rapidly 

evolving global context. 

 

I eagerly anticipate engaging in productive discussions and collaborative 

actions that will further elevate the standard of basic education in our 

cherished country. 

 

Thank you. 


