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It is a distinct privilege and honour to address you today, in 2024, a year 

that stands as a significant milestone in our nation’s history. 

 

This year, we commemorate 30 years of democracy, peace, and progress 

in South Africa since the 1994 Democratic Breakthrough.   
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It marks three decades since our founding President, Nelson Mandela, cast 

his first democratic ballot at iNanda near Durban on April 27, 1994, 

symbolising a complete break from the apartheid regime.  

 

As we commemorate 30 years of democracy in South Africa, we also 

reflect on the significant milestones in our nation’s history.  

 

It has been 11 years since our founding father President, Nelson Mandela, 

passed on December 5, 2013. His legacy continues to be a guiding light 

in our pursuit of justice and equality.  

 

Furthermore, this year marks 34 years since President Mandela’s historic 

release from prison in 1990, after enduring 27 years in the harsh confines 

of apartheid jails.  

 

These anniversaries not only remind us of the sacrifices made for our 

freedom but also reinforce our commitment to uphold the values of 

democracy and human dignity that Mandela stood for. 

 

Furthermore, it has been a considerable period since establishing a unified 

national Department of Education in 1996, a decisive move that signified 

our departure from the Bantu Education system.  
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This action was a pivotal step in our journey towards an equitable and 

inclusive education system for all South Africans, reflecting our 

commitment to redressing the imbalances of the past. 

 

As we reflect on these 30 years, we recognise them not just as a 

chronological milestone but as a period of profound transformation and 

growth.  

 

This period symbolises our nation’s journey from a divided past to a future 

founded on the ideals of equality, freedom, and shared prosperity.  

 

The significance of these 30 years in South Africa is immeasurable, 

marking our collective journey towards realising the dream and vision of 

Nelson Mandela and countless others who fought for our freedom. 

 

In 2024, South Africa is a better place than the one we inherited in 1994. 

 

We are gathered here to deliberate on matters of critical importance to the 

future of our nation’s basic education.  

 

I am privileged to address you as the Minister of Basic Education, as I 

have done for 14 years.  
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Firstly, I am delighted to announce the National Communication Forum 

for National Public School Governing Body Organisations launch, which 

will be abbreviated as NCF. 

 

This pioneering initiative represents a significant milestone in our journey 

towards a more inclusive and collaborative education system in South 

Africa.  

 

The NCF is a product of our collective vision and unwavering 

commitment to strengthening the state’s and stakeholders’ partnership in 

public school governance.  

 

It is a platform designed to facilitate formal negotiations, discussions, and 

interactions, aligning with our goal of nurturing a participatory approach 

in addressing the diverse challenges facing our basic education sector. 

 

Moving on to a topic of equal significance, the 2024 School Governing 

Body (SGB) elections, scheduled from 1 to 31 March, are approaching 

amidst a challenging backdrop.  

 

This year, the election period coincides with our national and provincial 

general elections and is compounded by the reduced number of school 

days in March.  
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Despite these hurdles, the Council of Education Ministers has aptly 

decided to proceed with the elections within the stipulated timeframe, 

honouring the mandate of the South African Schools Act (SASA), which 

does not allow the term of office of SGBs to extend beyond three years. 

 

These elections are not just a procedural necessity but a cornerstone of 

our democratic basic education system.  

 

They reflect our commitment to community participation and local 

governance in our schools.  

 

The success of these elections hinges on meticulous preparation and 

collective effort, more so this year, given the shorter timeframe and 

competing national events.  

 

The readiness of all provinces to undertake this task, as assured by the 

Department, is commendable. However, we must not underestimate the 

challenges ahead. 

 

The expedited publication and promulgation of Provincial Regulations are 

critical to ensure we adhere to legal requirements and provide clarity for 

the training of Electoral Officials.  
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Our focus must be on removing any obstacles that might impede this 

process. The success of the elections is reliant on our ability to act swiftly 

and decisively in these preparatory stages. 

 

Furthermore, the launches and advocacy campaigns surrounding these 

elections are pivotal in rallying community engagement and ensuring they 

receive the attention and participation they deserve.  

 

We must collectively strive to popularise these elections, transcending 

beyond mere compliance to fostering a spirit of active citizenship and 

stakeholder involvement in our basic education system. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, the launch of the NCF and the upcoming SGB 

elections are not just agenda items in our meeting today.  

 

They are emblematic of our dedication to a transparent, accountable, and 

participative educational framework.  

 

These initiatives are crucial steps towards realising our vision of an 

education system that embodies the hopes and aspirations of every South 

African. 
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Thank you for your unwavering commitment and support as we embark 

on these significant endeavours.  

 

Together, let us forge a path towards an empowered and enlightened 

future for our nation’s children.  

 

In addition to the pivotal initiatives of the National Communication 

Forum and the School Governing Body elections, I would like to bring to 

your attention several other critical areas of focus that are instrumental in 

our quest to enhance the quality and efficacy of basic education in South 

Africa. 

 

On Improving Learning Outcomes Through Curriculum Strengthening: 

Our commitment to uplifting educational standards is reflected in our 

efforts to strengthen the curriculum.  

 

Our nation’s diversity of learning contexts requires a multifaceted 

approach.  

 

Therefore, the implementation strategy for diverse curriculum learning 

contexts (Annexure 5) is designed to cater to these varied environments.  
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This strategy concerns curriculum delivery and the necessary support 

mechanisms to ensure effective learning outcomes. 

 

On Curriculum Review Policy: The rationale for developing a curriculum 

review and development policy stems from our continuous effort to keep 

pace with the evolving educational needs and global trends.  

 

The 2023 National Senior Certificate (NSC) results, as reported by Dr. 

Mthembu, indicate areas where our curriculum can be refined and 

enhanced.  

 

This policy aims to establish a dynamic and responsive curriculum that 

meets current educational demands and anticipates future needs. 

 

Intensifying the Impact of Care and Support for Teaching and Learning 

Programmes: Dr Whittle’s insights into the programmes in South African 

schools will highlight the critical need for a more holistic approach to 

basic education.  

 

It is not sufficient to focus solely on academic achievements; we must also 

address the well-being and care of our learners and educators to create an 

environment conducive to effective teaching and learning. 
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On Teacher Demand, Supply, and Development: The heart of any 

educational system is its teachers. The presentations by Mr. Faker and Mr. 

Rabotapi will shed light on the current landscape of teacher demand, 

supply, and development in our country.  

 

A strategic approach to this area is crucial for ensuring that we have a 

well-trained, motivated, and sufficient teaching workforce to meet the 

educational needs of our learners. 

 

On Early Childhood Development (ECD) Quality Assurance and Support 

System (QASS): The foundation of lifelong learning is laid in the early 

years.  

 

Therefore, our focus on ECD through the Quality Assurance and Support 

System is vital.  

 

This system aims to ensure that our youngest learners receive the quality 

education they deserve, setting them on a path to success from the very 

beginning of their educational journey. 

 

In summary, these critical focus areas are integral to our mission of 

providing quality basic education to all learners in South Africa.  
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Each of these initiatives plays a crucial role in creating a robust and 

dynamic basic educational system capable of preparing our learners for 

the challenges and opportunities of the future.  

 

As we continue collaborating and innovating, we reaffirm our 

commitment to an inclusive, effective, and transformative basic education 

system.  

 


