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Programme Director,

Minister of Basic Education, Mrs Angie Motshekga,
Ministers and Deputy Ministers,

MECs and HoDs,

Members of National and Provincial Legislatures,
Representatives of Political Parties,

Representatives of Teacher Unions,

Representatives of SGB Associations, Higher Education Institutions, Education Organisations,
and Civil Society,

Our Distinguished International, Regional and local Speakers
Representatives of Business,

Our Sponsors,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good morning,

As we convene to conclude the significant 2024 Basic Education Sector Lekgotla, I am
reminded of the profound words of Amartya Sen, an eminent Indian economist and

philosopher: "Education is not only a tool for individual development, but also a means for



social change and transformation." This powerful statement captures the essence of our
gathering here at the Birchwood Conference Centre in Boksburg. It embodies our collective
belief that education transcends the realm of personal advancement, serving as a crucial force

for societal evolution and progress.

Reflecting on President Cyril Ramaphosa's virtual address, his concerns regarding the high
rates of learner dropouts and repetition deeply resonate with Sen's vision. The President's call
to action is not merely about enhancing individual outcomes but is aimed at catalysing a
transformative shift in our society. This entails addressing the underlying issues of poverty,
youth criminality, teenage pregnancy, and violence. It aligns with our theme for 2024,
"Equipping learners with knowledge and skills for a changing world," which seeks not only to

impart education but to mould agents of change.

Our heartfelt thanks extend to His Excellency President Cyril Matamela Ramaphosa for his
guidance and unwavering dedication to the advancement of basic education. His support for
our strategic initiatives, from the expansion of the Three-Stream Curriculum Model to the
emphasis on Early Childhood Development, bears testament to a government steadfast in its

commitment not just to education, but to transformation.

The insights and expertise of our local and international speakers have been foundational to the
success of this conference. Your contributions have enriched our dialogue, broadening our

horizons and deepening our understanding of the global educational landscape.

To every educator, policymaker, administrator, and participant present, your dedication and

commitment are the true catalysts for the change we aspire to achieve.

Together, we are laying the groundwork for an education system that not only imparts
knowledge but also fosters critical thinkers, innovators, and leaders prepared to navigate and

shape the future.

Our gratitude extends to our sponsors, whose generous support has been indispensable in

bringing this event to fruition. We extend our sincere gratitude to:

e The National Education Collaboration Trust (NECT), for their unwavering
commitment to enhancing the educational landscape in South Africa through

collaboration and innovation.



e The British Council, whose international perspective and resources have enriched our

programmes and broadened our horizons.

e Oxford University Press, for providing high-quality educational materials that support

our learning objectives and academic standards.

e Via Afrika, a valued partner in developing locally relevant curriculum and learning

solutions that meet the needs of our diverse student population.

e VVOB - education for development, for their role in promoting quality education

through professional development and support for educational systems worldwide.

e Cambridge University Press, whose academic and educational books and resources

have been instrumental in fostering a culture of learning and intellectual growth.

e The DBE-E3 - ECUBED: Entrepreneurship, Employability, and Education
Programme, for their innovative approach to integrating entrepreneurship and

employability skills within our educational framework.

e Lastly, the Education, Training and Development Practices Sector Education and
Training Authority (ETDP SETA), for their dedication to advancing education and
training within the sector, ensuring that our educators and learners are equipped with

the necessary skills and knowledge for a changing world.

Each sponsor has played a pivotal role, contributing financial resources, expertise, vision, and
a shared commitment to educational excellence. Through such partnerships, we can provide a

platform for meaningful discussion, learning, and progress in the basic education sector.

In conclusion, let us embrace the spirit of intellectual engagement and societal transformation
that Amartya Sen so eloquently advocated. As we engage in future discussions and share
insights, we must remain steadfast in our mission to cultivate curiosity, academic vigour, and
eschew intellectual dishonesty and laziness. We strive for an educational environment that is

evidence-driven, empowering, and transformative.



Thank you, one and all, for your invaluable contributions and for joining hands on this critical
journey towards basic education reforms. Together, we are not just changing lives; we are

shaping the future and ensuring no one is left behind.



